Welsh  Bird  Report 
No.  5  1991 


Cymdeithas  Adaryddol  Cymru 
Welsh  Ornithological-Society 


WELSH  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
CYMDEITHAS  ADARYDDOL  CYMRU 


Officers  and  members  of  Council  as  at  March  27th  1992 
Chairman:  *G.  H.  Rees 


Vice-Chairman: 

22  Priory  Avenue, 

Haverfordwest,  Dyfed  SA61  1SQ 
*G.  A.  Williams, 

Hon.  Secretary: 

Tithe  Barn  Cottage, 

Tregynon,  Newtown,  Powys  SY16  3EL 
*A.  Ogilvie, 

Wide  Gates, 

Hon.  Treasurer  & 
Membership  Secretary: 

Aberporth,  Cardigan,  Dyfed  SA43  2DA 
*K.  Lloyd, 

6  Craig  y  Coed, 

Penclawdd,  Swansea,  W.  Glam.  SA4  3RL 

Report  Editor: 

*M.  Shrubb, 

Hillcrest, 

Council  Members: 

Llanwrtyd  Wells,  Powys  LD5  4TL 

P.  Bristow 

A.  Davies 

P.  E.  Davis 

B.  Gregory 
*H.  E.  Grenfell 
*Brayton  Holt 

R.  0.  Hunt 

P.  P.  Jennings 

P.  Hope  Jones 

P.  G.  Lansdown 

M.  F.  Peers 
*P.  H.  Rathbone 

H.  W.  Roderick 

R.  I.  Thorpe 

Denotes  Executive  Committee  member. 


The 


WELSH 


BIRD 


No. 


Edited  by 
Michael  Shrubb 


REPORT 


1991 


fjfci 


21  DEC  1992 


CONTENTS: 


Introduction  and  acknowledgements..^ 

Classified  Records  for  1991... 7 

Bird  Ringing  in  Wales  in  1991... 49 

Conservation  Issues  in  Wales  in  1991/92... 59 

The  breeding  population  of  the  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus  in 

Wales  in  1991... 62 

Migration  of  the  Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus  through 

Wales. ..70 

A  Review  of  the  status  of  breeding  waders  in  Wales... 74 
Notes:  Apparent  distraction  display  by  nesting  Peregrine... 87 
Polygamy  in  the  Dipper... 87 


Cover  drawing,  by  S.  Roberts 
Text  illustrations  by  R.  Mitchell  &  S.  Roberts 
Graphics  by  Cardigan  Design  Services 


Published:  December  1992  by 

The  Welsh  Ornithological  Society 
Price  -  £4.00 


INTRODUCTION 

A  significant  feature  of  1991  was  the  short  but  very  sharp  spell  of  cold  weather  in 
early  February.  The  thermometer  in  the  Editor’s  garden  registered  a  low  of  1 1°F  on  the 
night  of  the  10th  and  there  was  continuous  snow  cover  for  14  days  in  N.  Breconshire  for 
example.  This  cold  weather  apparently  did  not  produce  any  very  major  influx  of  winter 
birds  but  there  were  unusual  numbers  of  a  few  typical  cold  weather  immigrants  such  as 
Smew,  and  Welsh  estuaries  harboured  increases  of  several  wader  species,  particularly 
Dunlin,  as  comparison  of  the  1990  and  1991  Estuary  counts  show.  As  always  some 
breeding  birds  were  affected,  the  most  obvious  being  Grey  Wagtails  and  Goldcrests,  the 
latter  being  widely  reported  as  very  scarce.  The  Firecrest  population  of  Gwent  also 
disappeared.  In  general,  however,  effects  on  breeding  birds  were  limited,  probably 
because  the  cold  spell  was  short,  if  intense,  and  there  was  little  glazing  of  trees;  tits  for 
example,  had  an  excellent  season. 

The  spring  was  often  cool  and  wet  and  the  summer  was  indifferent.  One  result  of 
the  cold  wet  spring  was  rather  poor  breeding  success  for  some  raptors.  Even  so  it  was  the 
second  best  year  on  record  for  the  Kites,  the  best  since  monitoring  started  for  Hen 
Harriers  and  the  number  of  Peregrines  found  showed  a  major  population  increase. 
Crossbills  bred  in  almost  every  Welsh  county,  perhaps  an  unprecedented  event.  We  are 
accustomed  today  to  deploring  the  decline  of  breeding  species,  so  it  is  pleasant  to  record 
these  success  stories.  In  addition  new  Nightjar  sites  were  found  and  Little  Ringed 
Plovers  continued  their  spread  on  Welsh  rivers,  some  compensation,  perhaps,  for  the  loss 
of  other  breeding  waders  dramatically  summarised  by  Stephanie  Tyler  elsewhere  in  this 
report  (page  74). 

It  was  not,  apparently,  a  vintage  year  for  rarer  species,  although  some  records  are 
still  being  considered.  However  there  was  an  interesting  influx  of  Honey  Buzzards  in  the 
spring,  a  good  passage  of  Dotterel  and,  in  the  autumn,  exceptional  movements  of  skuas 
off  Strumble  Head.  At  the  very  end  of  the  year  the  Cardigan  Bay  marine  Waterfowl 
Survey  found  some  impressive  concentrations  of  sea-duck. 

Recording  Organisation  in  Wales. 

Recording  areas  in  Wales  basically  coincide  with  the  pre-1974  county  system,  as 
shown  on  the  map.  Records  in  the  Systematic  List  refer  mainly  to  these  areas.  However, 
for  some  species  surveys  the  larger  areas  of  the  post- 1974  counties  have  been  used. 
These  counties  are  Gwent,  formerly  Monmouthshire;  the  3  Glamorgans,  formerly  one 
county;  Dyfed,  comprising  Carmarthenshire,  Pembrokeshire  and  Cardiganshire;  Powys, 
comprising  Breconshire,  Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire;  Clwyd,  comprising 
Flintshire  and  Denbighshire;  and  Gwynedd,  comprising  Merionethshire, 
Caernarvonshire  and  Anglesey.  The  Welsh  names  of  the  old  counties  are  also  shown  on 
the  map  and  may  be  used  in  the  texts.  The  wisdom  of  retaining  the  old  system  for 
ornithological  recording  has  been  underlined  by  the  proposals  now  advanced  to 
reorganise  local  government  yet  again,  over  much  of  the  country  reverting  to  the  pre- 
1974  counties. 

The  County  Recorders  for  Wales  are  as  follows: 

Anglesey  &  Caernarvon:  A.  Davies,  21  Berth-y-Glyd,  Gyffin,  Conwy,  Gwynedd 
LL32  8NP 

Brecon*:  M.  F.  Peers,  Gorse  Bank,  Llangammarch  Wells,  Powys  LD4  4  A  A. 
Ceredigion*:  P.  E.  Davis,  Felindre,  Aberarth,  Aberaeron,  Dyfed  SA46  OLP 
Carmarthen*:  D.  H.  V.  Roberts,  6  Ger-y-coed,  Pontyates,  Llanelli,  Dyfed  SA15  5UN 
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Denbigh  &  Flint *.  P.  H.  Rathbone,  Wem,  Llanarmon-yn-Ial,  Mold,  Clwyd. 
Mid-Glamorgan:  S.  Moon,  Kenfig  NNR,  Ton  Kenfig,  Pyle,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

South  Glamorgan:  P.  Bristow,  10  Lisvane  Street,  Cathay s,  Cardiff  CF2  4LL 
West  Glamorgan *:  H.  E.  Grenfell,  14  Bryn  Terrace,  Mumbles,  Swansea 
Gwent *:  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  Gwent  NP6  1SB 
Merioneth:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairboume,  Gwynedd  LL59  5EF 
Montgomery:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd,  Welshpool,  Powys 
SY21  9DL  ’ 

Pembroke *:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed. 
Radnor:  P.  P.  Jennings,  Garnfawr  Bungalow,  Bettws,  Hundred  House,  Llandrindod 
Wells,  Powys  LD1  5RP 

Those  counties  marked  *  produce  county  Bird  Reports  which  are  obtainable  from  the 
County  Recorders;  the  Carmarthen  Report  is  obtainable  from  Dyfed  Wildlife  Trust;  Mid 
and  South  Glamorgan  produce  a  combined  report,  obtainable  from  P.  Bristow  or  from 
the  Kenfig  NNR.  Anglesey,  Caernarvon  and  Merioneth  produce  a  combined  report-The 
Gwynedd  Bird  Report  obtainable  from  recorders. 

Recent  county  Avifaunas  are  also  available  for  Brecon-Birds  of  Breconshire  by  M. 
F.  Peers  and  M.  Shrubb,  obtainable  from  the  authors  or  the  Brecknock  Wildlife  Trust, 
Lion  House,  Lion  Street,  Brecon;  Gwent-The  Breeding  Atlas  and  The  Birds  of  Gwent, 
obtainable  from  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Goldbrook,  Abergavenny;  West 
Glamorgan-An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.  K. 
Thomas,  Labumam  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR. 

A  number  of  regional  ornithological  and  natural  history  Societies  cover  various 
parts  of  Wales  and  these  are  listed  inside  the  back  cover. 

Submission  of  records 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of 
species  regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
(BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records 
should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  via  relevant  County  Recorders.  The 
secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall, 
TR26  3AZ. 

Wales  also  has  its  own  rarities  committee  WRAG,  which  considers  the  following 
list  of  species:  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Little  Egret,  Purple  Heron,  White 
Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Snow  Goose,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Honey  Buzzard, 
Montagu ’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Golden  Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone 
Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Long-tailed  Skua, 
Ring-billed  Gull,  Iceland  Gull,  Bee-eater,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Bluethroat, 
Savi’s  Warbler,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Hartford 
Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common  Rosefinch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting. 

Once  again  it  is  the  Society’s  policy  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  records  of  species  on  the 
above  list,  unless  considered  and  accepted  by  WRAG.  All  such  records  should, therefore, 
be  sent  to  WRAG,  preferably  via  County  Recorders.  The  Secretary  of  WRAG  is  G.  H. 
Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed,  SA61  1SQ. 

Assembling  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  involves  much  work,  particularly  for  County 
Recorders.  It  is  important,  therefore,  for  all  records  to  be  submitted  to  the  relevant 
County  Recorder  by  January  31st,  so  that  he  may  prepare  the  records  in  time  for  his  own 
Report  and  this  Report. 
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Treatment  of  records  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1991  unless  otherwise 
indicated. Additions  and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main 
Systematic  List,  with  the  relevant  year  indicated.  The  summaries  of  counts  of  Shelduck 
and  waders  in  Welsh  estuaries,  however,  cover  the  winter  of  1990/91,  following  national 
practice.  It  is  intended  to  make  this  a  regular  pattern  to  facilitate  data  extraction  from  the 
Report.  Note,  therefore,  that  some  important  winter  counts  for  the  end  of  1991  have  been 
held  over  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  1992  Report,  to  maintain  continuity.  The  tables 
presented  give  the  total  count  made  in  each  month,  followed  by  the  average  winter  count 
in  any  site  which  held,  in  at  least  one  month  during  October  to  March,  5%  of  the  peak 
winter  count  for  each  species.  The  sites  covered  by  the  counts  in  1990/91  were  as 
follows:  Dee  Estuary,  Clwyd  Estuary,  the  Clwyd  coast,  Conwy  Estuary,  the  Lavan 
Sands,  Red  Wharf  Bay,  the  Inland  Sea,  Cefni  Estuary,  Braint  Estuary,  Foryd  Bay,  Traeth 
Bach  (Glaslyn  Estuary),  Artro  Estuary,  Mawddach  Estuary,  Dysynni  Estuary,  Dyfi 
Estuary,  Teifi  Estuary,  Nyfer  Estuary,  Cleddau  river,  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  Estuary, 
Burry  Inlet,  Swansea  Bay  (mainly  Blackpill),  Taff/Ely  Estuary  and  Severn  (Gwent). 

For  ducks  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  summarise  for  each  county  the  monthly 
maxima  for  the  most  important  sites  for  the  main  wintering  species.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  are  probably  incomplete.  It  is  hoped  to  fill  these  gaps  in  the  future  and 
make  these  tables  a  complete  record. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  in  which  recorded,  the  monthly 
totals  to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  seen  in  each  county.  Note  that  in 
calculating  monthly  totals,  individual  birds  which  are  seen  in  more  than  one  month  are 
recorded  for  each.  Thus  the  numbers  shown  in  these  tables  will  differ  from  the  total  of 
birds  seen,  which  is  always  shown  separately. 

Comment  in  the  Systematic  List  is  confined  to  events  in  1991,  apart  from  additions 
and  corrections.  Readers  will  find  an  up-to-date  Checklist  of  Welsh  birds  in  the  Reports 
for  1988  and  1989.  Inevitably  this  means  that  some  regularly  occurring  species  have  no 
entry  in  the  Systematic  List  for  1991.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  did  not  occur,  only 
that  no  useful  information  was  recorded.  Above  all  it  does  not  mean  we  are  not 
interested.  We  hope  such  gaps  will  encourage  observers  to  provide  information.  Regular 
monitoring  of  the  status  of  all  species  is  an  important  function  of  the  Report 
Papers  and  notes 

Papers  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspects  of  Welsh  Ornithology.  The 
Society  is  anxious  that  the  Report  should  become  a  full  record  of  present  ornithological 
activity  in  Wales.  We  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with  the  results  of 
bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here.  All 
papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow 
the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  Reports  for  1990  and  1991  and  guidelines  have 
been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are 
also  welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be 
short  and  succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Their  form  and  layout 
should  follow  that  on  page  87. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1991 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  list:  county  names  are  used  as  shown 
on  the  map  on  page  3,  printed  in  bold  type  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same 
name;  months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and 
September  (Sept.);  S,  N,  E,  W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  max.  and  min,, 
maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  River;  NNR,  LNR,  NR, 
nature  reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golf  course;  A/F,  airfield;  CP,  country  parks, 
GP,  gravel  pits;  m,  metre;  ha,  hectare;  km,  kilometre. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Winter  flocks  were  fairly  widespread  offshore  and  max.  counts  were  -  Glamorgan; 
16  at  Port  Eynon  on  Jan.  20th  and  27  at  Rhossili  on  Dec.  29th:  Carmarthen;  25  offshore 
on  Feb.  25th  and  Apr.  16th:  Pembroke;  40  off  Strumble  Head  on  Jan.  6th,  25  off  St. 
Ann’s  Head  on  Mar.  8th  and  29  off  Amroth  on  Apr.  12th:  Ceredigion;  1 10  off  Borth  on 
Feb.  28th  and  208  on  Mar.  8th;  Meirionnydd;  27  in  Cardigan  Bay  (Aberdyfi  to 
Porthmadog)  in  February  and  78  in  October,  427  in  November  and  313  in  December. 

There  were  no  inland  records.  Five  off  Amroth  Pembroke  on  May  2nd  and  5  off 
Blackrock  Gwent  on  the  6th  were  presumably  on  spring  passage.  One  summered  on  the 
Mawddach,  Meirionnydd,  from  June  15th  until  September.  In  the  autumn  76  passed 
Strumble  Head,  Pembroke,  between  Sept.  8th  and  Dec.  24th. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctica  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

A  total  of  28-29  recorded  offshore,  19-20  in  the  early  months  until  May  6th  and  9  at 
the  end  of  the  year  from  Oct.  15th,  off  Gwent  (2),  Glamorgan  (3-4),  Carmarthen  (5), 
Pembroke  (c.14),  Ceredigion  (2)  and  Meirionnydd  (2).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

12  6  7  6  2’  1  4  5 

In  addition  there  was  one  inland  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from  Feb.  10th  to  24th. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer  TROCHYDD  MAWR 

1990:  In  Glamorgan,  singles  off  Sker  Point  on  Dec.  10th  and  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  29th. 
1991:  In  the  early  months  a  scatter  of  birds  around  the  coast  from  the  Gower  coast 
Glamorgan  to  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Estuary  Meirionnydd.  Most  were  found  o  f 
Pembroke,  where  records  included  counts  of  43  off  Strumble  Head  on  Jan  6th,  6  n 
Fishguard  Harbour  on  19th  and  4  off  Amroth  on  Apr.  12th.  Otherwise  records  were  of 
single  birds  or  parties  of  up  to  3  and  involved  at  least  14  birds. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  singles  in  Swansea  Bay  and  off  the  Gower  coast 
Glamorgan,  off  Skokholm  Pembroke  and  off  Ynyslas  and  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion 
in  November,  a  total  of  3  off  Meirionnydd  estuaries  in  November  and  December  and 
one  off  Pembre  Harbour  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  28th. 

One  spent,  the  entire  year  in  the  Cleddau  Estuary  Pembroke  and  3  May  records 
until  the  23rd  may  have  been  on  passage.  Autumn  passage  off  Strumble  Head 
Pembroke  extended  from  July  20th  to  December  with  a  total  of  5 1  birds;  max  were  5  on 
Oct.  19th  and  again  on  Nov.  4th.  Inland  there  was  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from 
Nov.  16th  to  Dec.  31st. 

WHITE-BILLED  DIVER  G.  adamsii  TROCHYDD  PIGWEN 

A  first  winter  bird  in  Holyhead  Harbour  Anglesey  from  Feb.  24th  to  May  19th  was 
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the  first  Welsh  record. 


LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent;  /  pairs  in  6  sites,  3  rearing  9 
young;  summering  birds  in  2  other  sites:  Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  3  pairs  bred;  breeding  is 
a  rare  occurrence  in  both  counties:  Brecon;  7  pairs  in  4  sites,  mainly  successful: 
Montgomery;  4  pairs  in  3  sites:  Meirionnydd;  6  pairs  in  4  sites;  perhaps  under¬ 
recorded. 

There  was  a  maximum  count  of  32  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Estuary  in  Meirionnydd 
in  November 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FA WR  GOPOG 

The  max.  recorded  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  were  320  on  Feb.  14th  and  287 
on  Dec.  30th.  In  Meirionnydd  there  vere  max.  of  42  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Estuary 
and  25  in  each  of  the  Artro  Estuary  and  Aberdyfi  in  February  and  89  in  Cardigan  Bay 
(Aberdyfi-Porthmadog)  in  October,  99  in  November  and  107  in  December.  Elsewhere  no 
flock  of  more  than  12  was  recorded. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent;  5  pairs  reared  6  young  on 
Llandegfedd  Res.  and  5  birds  summered  at  Ynysyfro  Res.;  Glamorgan  (S  &  M);  single 
pairs  on  Cosmeston  and  Hensol  Lakes:  Ceredigion;  a  pair  bred  at  Falcondale  Lake, 
Lampeter:  Brecon;  2  pairs  bred  at  each  of  Talybont  Res.  and  Llangorse  Lake; 
Montgomery;  3  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy  and  single  pairs  at  Lymore  Pool  and  Llyn  Du: 
Meirionnydd;  3  pairs  at  Llyn  Myngwil,  at  least  one  rearing  young,  and  summering  birds 
at  Llyn  Tegid 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

Singles  in  Pembroke  at  the  Gann  on  Jan.  1st  to  4th  and  Fishguard  Harbour  from 
Sept.  25th-28th;  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  2nd  and  off  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on 
Dec.  29th. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus  GWYACH  GORNIOG 


Recorded  until  Apr.  9th  and  from  October  on,  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (10), 
Pembroke  (5)  and  Meirionnydd  (27).  About  43  altogether  were  involved  and  monthly 


totals  recorded  for  Wales  and  the  main  sites  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total  9 

25 

12 

1  10 

13 

17 

Whiteford,  Glamorgan  4 

5 

2 

4 

4 

3 

Cardigan  Bay  Meirionnydd 

16 

8 

6 

9 

10 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis 

GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan;  one  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  from  Jan.  8th-27th,  with 
2  on  Feb.  23rd,  one  at  the  Ogmore  Estuary  on  Sept.  15th:  Carmarthen;  one  in  the 
Gwendraeth  Estuary  on  Oct.  27th:  Pembroke;  one  in  Newport  Bay  on  Dec.  27th: 
Meirionnydd;  6  offshore  between  Llandanwg  and  Morfa  Harlech  in  February  and 
March  and  2  in  November  and  December. 

BLACK-BROWED  ALBATROSS  Diomedea  melanophris  ALBATROS  AELDDU 
1990:  One  off  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Aug.  19th,  the  first  accepted  record  for  Wales. 
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FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

Breeding  counts  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan;  35  apparently  occupied  sites  on 
the  Gower  coast  and  a  pair  bred  at  Llantwit  Major,  where  the  species  has  been 
prospecting  since  1988  (when  also  bred):  Pembroke;  99  occupied  sites  on  Skokholm 
and  30  on  Fishguard  Needle  Rock;  Meirionnydd;  bred  on  Friog  cliffs  where  33  birds 
had  returned  on  Jan  22nd. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

One  off  Bardsey  Island  Caernarfon  on  an  unrecorded  date,  and  one  off  Nash  Point 
Glamorgan  on  June  12th. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAWR 

One  in  the  Bristol  Channel  off  Tenby  Pembroke  on  Aug.  4th  and,  off  Strumble 
Head,  singles  on  Sept.  15th,  18th  and  22nd  with  3  on  17th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

Singles  off  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  June  26th  and  Aberporth  Ceredigion  on 
Aug.  29th.  In  Pembroke  62  passed  Strumble  Head  on  18  dates  between  Aug.  4th  and 
Nov.  3rd,  with  a  max.  of  24  on  Sept.  17th;  there  were  also  5  singles  off  Skokholm 
between  Aug.  8th  and  Sept.  26th  and  7  there  on  Sept.  21st  and  Oct.  15th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN MANAW 

No  counts  were  made  at  the  Pembroke  colonies  but  birds  were  heard  calling  at  the 
cliff  edge  at  Rhossili  Glamorgan  at  2300  on  July  5th.  As  is  typical  there  were 
substantial  movements  along  the  Bristol  Channel  coast  in  June  and  July,  of  which  the 
largest  were  438  up  Channel  off  North  Point  Glamorgan  on  June  29th  and  a  similar 
number  down  off  Porthcawl  on  July  16th.  There  was  a  max.  of  913  off  Aberdysynni 
Meirionnydd  on  May  26th. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  yelkouan  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
This  species  was  formerly  known  as  Balearic  Shearwater  and  regarded  as  a  race  of 
Manx.  Off  Pembroke  one  was  seen  off  Skomer  on  the  unusual  date  of  Apr.  25th.  In  the 
autumn  a  total  of  1 1  off  Skokholm  between  Aug.  7th  and  Oct.  21st,  all  singles  except  for 
2  on  Oct.  22nd,  and  a  total  of  62  off  Strumble  Head  on  19  dates  between  Aug.  3rd  and 
Nov.  3rd,  with  ?  max.  of  10  on  Oct.  17th 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates  pelagicus  PEDRYN  DRYCIN 

No  counts  were  received  from  breeding  colonies.  There  were  substantial 
movements  off  the  Bristol  Channel  coasts  in  June  and  July,  which  included  60  W  off 
Mumbles  Head  Glamorgan  on  June  26th  and  45  W  on  July  24th  and  an  exceptional 
total  of  c.90-1 10  off  the  Gwent  coast  during  SW  gales  between  June  12th  and  15th.  Four 
singles  off  Cardigan  Island  Ceredigion  in  July. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-EEORCHOG 
One  passed  Goldcliff  Gwent  on  June  13th  during  movements  of  other  seabirds  in 
gales.  In  Pembroke  a  total  of  23  on  6  dates  between  Sept.  22nd  and  Nov.  9th,  max.  8  on 
Nov.  4th.  In  Flint  singles  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  Oct.  19th,  22nd  and  29th  and  9  there  on  an 
unspecified  October  date. 
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GANNET  Sala  bassana  HU  GAN 

Although  no  count  was  done,  photographs  showed  that  the  Grassholm  Pembroke 
colony  continued  to  expand  in  area  and  therefore  presumably  in  numbers.  As  with  other 
seabirds,  unusual  numbers,  involving  c.30  birds  or  more,  off  Gwent  in  June  gales. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Pembroke;  St  Margaret’s  Island,  187 
pairs;  Skomer,  12  pairs;  Sheep  Island,  10  pairs:  Ceredigion;  a  disastrous  breeding 
season  at  all  major  colonies  with  many  young  dead  in  nests  and  few  reared: 
Meirionnydd:  the  breeding  population  on  Craig  yr  Aderyn  remains  stable. 

There  were  some  substantial  autumn  and  winter  counts  in  Meirionnydd,  with  max. 
of  40  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Estuary  in  February,  234  in  September,  152  in  October  and 
76  in  November;  160  in  the  Dysynni  Estuary  in  August,  193  in  September,  17  in 
October  but  only  6  thereafter;  14  in  Cardigan  Bay  (Aberdyfi  to  Porthmadog)  in  March, 
206  in  October,  76  in  November  and  37  in  December.  There  was  also  a  colour-ringed 
bird  on  the  Broadwater  on  Sept.  7th  and  15th,  ringed  at  St.  Margaret’s  Island  in  June 
1987,  which  had  wintered  in  the  previous  4  winters  at  Little  Marlow  GP,  Bucks. 

Inland  roosts  were  noted  at  Piercefield  Gwent  with  28  on  Apr.  9th  and  Llangorse 
Lake/Talybont  Res.  Brecon,  with  max.  of  46  on  Mar.  2nd  and  89  on  Dec.  24th. 

A  bird  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  sinensis  was  at  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 
Estuary  on  Feb.  17th. 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

In  Meirionnydd  there  were  max  counts  of  39  at  Aberdyfi  in  January,  24  in  the 
Dysynni  Estuary  in  October  and  21  in  November  and  11  in  Cardigan  Bay  (Aberdyfi- 
Porthmadog)  in  February,  10  in  October,  63  in  November  and  9  in  December. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris  ADERYN  Y  BWN 

In  the  early  months  7-10  recorded,  in  Glamorgan  (2-5),  Carmarthen  (2), 
Pembroke  (1)  and  Brecon  (2),  between  Jan.  13th  and  Mar.  24th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

6  2  2 

At  the  end  of  the  year  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  12th. 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  CREYR  BACH 

In  Glamorgan  singles  at  Cheriton  on  Feb.  16th  and  Jersey  Marine  on  Aug.  1 1th  and 
Wemffrwd  on  12th  and  13th.  In  Pembroke  singles  in  the  Cleddau  Estuary  from  Aug. 
17th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  at  St.  David’s  on  Nov.  23rd  and  at  the  Gann  from  Dec.  26th- 
31st.  One  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  28th. 

GREY  HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  listed;  these  are  complete  for  each  county  as  far  as 
is  known,  unless  stated  otherwise. 

Gwent;  98  nests  in  4  sites,  the  largest  being  49  at  Pant-y-Goitre,  one  site  was  not 
visited:  Glamorgan  (S  &  M);  the  only  colony  in  these  counties,  at  Hensol,  was  not 
visited:  Glamorgan  (W);  43  nests  in  9  colonies:  Carmarthen;  of  the  21  known  sites  16 
were  visited  and  132-140  pairs  counted.  The  largest  colony  was  Alltygaer,  with  48-53: 
Pembroke;  41+  nests  in  5  colonies,  the  largest  16  in  Priskilly  Forest:  Ceredigion;  98 
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nests  in  1 1  colonies,  the  largest  1 1  at  Llidiardau:  Brecon;  incomplete  counts  found  9 
pairs  at  2  sites  and  birds  present  at  2  others:  Montgomery;  27  pairs  in  3  colonies,  the 
largest  16  at  Bryngwyn:  Meirionnydd:  46  pairs  in  8  colonies. 

BLACK  STORK  Ciconia  nigra  CICONIA  DU 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skokholm  and  Skomer  on  Apr.  27th  and  28th,  Skomer  on 
July  29th  and  Marloes  on  Aug.  2nd. 

WHITE  STORK  C.  ciconia  CICONIA  GWYN 

One  near  Tenby  Pembroke  on  Aug.  2nd 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  LLWYBIG 

An  immature  at  Morfa  Cydweli  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  28th. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent;  a  total  of  10  pairs,  2  on  R.  Usk, 
3  on  R.  Wye  around  Monmouth  and  5  on  pools:  Glamorgan  (S  &  M);  a  total  of  5  pairs: 
Glamorgan  (W);  a  complete  census  recorded  8  pairs:  Brecon;  a  total  of  7  pairs  in  5 
sites:  Montgomery;  single  pairs  in  3  sites:  Clwyd;  7  pairs  on  R.  Dee  between  the 
confluence  of  the  Clywedog  and  SJ388455. 

Significant  non-breeding  summering  herds  were  20-30  at  3  sites  along  the  R.  Usk 
Gwent  and,  in  September,  20  on  R.  Wye  between  Monmouth  and  Redbrook;  in 
Glamorgan  52  on  the  Ogmore  Estuary  on  May  27th  and  45  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  in 
July;  a  max.  of  90  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  July  1 7th— 80  at  Glasbury  on  Aug.  12th 
were  possibly  the  same  birds;  a  max.  of  22  on  the  Mawddach  Estuary  Meirionnydd  in 
July. 

BEWICK’S  SWAN  C.  colnmbianus  ALARCH  BEWICK 

In  the  main  river  valleys  in  the  early  months  there  were  30-50  in  the  Usk 
valley/Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  in  January,  50-70  in  February  and  20  in  March  up  to  the 
10th.  There  was  a  max.  of  30  in  the  Radnor  part  of  the  Wye  valley  on  Jan.  26th,  in  the 
Tywi  valley  there  was  a  max.  of  19  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  on  Feb.  15th  and  there 
were  6  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  13th.  There  were  also  15  at  Marloes 
Pembroke  from  Jan  3rd-5th,  6  at  Talybont  Res.  Brecon  from  Feb  16th- 18th,  4  at  Pen- 
y-garreg  Res.  Radnor  on  2nd,  5  at  Llyn  Cwm  Mynach  Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  13th  and 
29  at  Burry  Port  Carmarthen  on  Mar.  29th.  The  last  flock  may  have  been  part  of  a  large 
spring  movement  mainly  noted  in  Ceredigion  and  Meirionnydd  involving  6  flocks 
totalling  291+  between  Mar.  3rd  and  22nd,  moving  through  the  area  of  the  Dyfi  Estuary; 
2  separate  flocks  of  100  were  noted  on  3rd. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  noted  from  Nov.  4th,  with  max  in  the  Usk  valley/Llandegfedd 
Res.  Gwertt  of  20  in  November  and  34  in  December,  in  the  Tywi  valley  Carmarthen  of 
22  at  Maenor  Deilo  on  Dec.  28th  and  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  of  7  on  the 
8th.  In  Pembroke  there  was  one  at  Crowhill  on  Nov.  6th,  7  at  Marloes  Mere  on  the  4th 
and  23  on  22nd  and  5  at  Ramsey  Island  on  Dec.  6th.  Two  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on 
Nov.  20th  and  2  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  9th  and  10th. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

In  the  early  months  there  were  max.  in  the  Wye  valley  of  7  at  Pwll  Patti  Radnor  on 
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Feb.  7th,  in  the  Teifi  valley  of  18  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  on  17th,  in  the  Severn 
valley  of  22  at  Aberhafesp  Montgomery  in  January  and  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes 
Meirionnydd  of  41  in  January,  27  in  February  and  16  in  March.  Other  records  were  5  at 
Lake  Vymwy  Montgomery  on  Apr.  6th  and  3  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  at  both  ends 
of  the  year. 

Otherwise  at  the  end  of  the  year  recorded  from  Oct.  19th.  The  max.  recorded  in  the 
Tywi  valley  was  7  nearby  at  Talyllychau  Carmarthen  in  December,  in  the  Teifi  valley 
17  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  from  Nov.  1 1th,  in  the  Severn  valley  25  at  Aberhafesp 
Montgomery  in  November  and  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  12  in  October,  65  in 
November  and  64  (27  juveniles)  in  December.  There  were  also  5  at  Talybont  Res. 
Brecon  on  Oct.  19th,  in  Pembroke  9  at  Skomer  on  28th,  6  at  Skokholm  on  31st  and 
Nov.  1st  and  one  wintering  at  Marloes  from  Dec.  1st;  2  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on 
Oct.  28th 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynthus  G^YDD  DROED-BINC 

Single  birds  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Apr.  25th,  at  Sker  Point  and  Kenfig 
Glamorgan  from  Oct.  26th  to  Ncv.  If  th  and  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  28th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons  G$  YDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  rac t  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Estuary  Ceredigion  leached 
max.  of  152  in  the  early  months  and  179  in  late  December,  the  highest  counts  since  the 
1960s.  Birds  were  present  until  Api.  27th  and  first  returned  on  Oct.  4th.  In  the  Tywi 
valley  Carmarthen  the  wintering  flock  of  the  race  albifrons  continues  to  decline,  with 
max.  of  only  56  at  Dryslwyn  on  Jan.  6th  and  55  on  Dec.  21st. 

Elsewhere  there  was  a  marked  movement  in  Pembroke  involving  at  least  1 10  birds, 
possibly  more,  between  Oct.  17th  and  Nov.  10th.  The  main  arrival  was  94  at  Strumble 
head  on  Oct.  17th  and  it  is  unclear  whether  records  of  several  flocks  of  20  or  so  in  the  St. 
David’s  and  Marloes  areas  until  Nov.  10th  refer  to  these  or  different  birds;  all  were  of 
the  fa ct  flavirostris.  There  were  also  8  of  this  race  at  Marloes  on  Sept.  20th  and  4  at  Llyn 
Du  Montgomery  on  Nov.  10th. 

Other  records  were  of  one  (race  unknown)  at  Wentlooge  Level  Glamorgan  from 
Jan.  2nd  to  Apr.  3rd  and  3  there  on  Oct.  13th;  2  ( albifrons )  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on 
Jan.  19th,  and  83  (race  unknown)  over  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on  Feb.  13th. 

LESSER  WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  erythropus  G&YDD  DALCEN-WEN  LEIAF 
One  with  the  White-fronts  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  from  Feb.  2nd- 10th  was 
collared-marked  and  confirmed  by  the  Wildfowl  Trust  to  be  a  Finnish  bird. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  G&YDD  WYLLT 

In  Carmarthen  there  were  max.  of  64  near  Newcastle  Emlyn  on  Feb.  26th  and  102 
on  Dec.  30th  and  32  at  Glanaman  on  Aug.  26th.  There  were  40  at  Lake  Vyrnwy 
Montgomery  in  January.  In  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd  there  were  8  in  January 
and  11-13  from  October  to  December.  Most  of  these  birds  were  feral. 

CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  G^YDD  CANADA 

Maximum  winter  counts  from  the  main  sites  are  tabulated 

Jan  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

138 


Pembroke  Cleddau  Estuary 
Ceredigion  Newcastle  Emlyn 
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106 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec. 

Dyfi  Estuary 

162 

176 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

300  440 

207 

270 

Montgomery  The  Gaer 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

230 

95 

This  species  is  still  increasing  in  Gwent  but  there  is  not  yet  a  substantial  wintering  flock. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  A.  leucopsis  G^/YDD  WYRAN 

In  Pembroke  3  at  Nevem  on  Feb.  13th  and  one  at  Marloes  on  27th;  singles  were 
seen  at  East  Hook  on  Oct.  4th  and  Marloes  Mere  from  Dec.  26th-31st.  Two  on  the  Dyfi 
Estuary  Ceredigion  on  Feb.  18th,  7  on  the  28th  and  3  from  Nov.  28th  to  the  end  of  the 
year;  8  flying  over  on  Sept.  14th  were  perhaps  feral.  There  were  also  singles  at  Llangorse 
Lake  Brecon  on  Feb.  2nd  and  from  Nov.  17th  to  Dec.  5th,  and  2  on  the  sea  off 
Porthmadog  Meirionnydd  in  November. 

BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla  G&YDD  DDU 

The  numbers  wintering  in  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan  continue  to  increase  and  the 
birds  are  penetrating  further  up  the  estuary.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

765  950  585  565  700  1300 


As  usual  a  scatter  of  records  elsewhere  around  the  coast.  Birds  were  recorded  until  May 
3rd  and  from  Sept. 23rd.  Monthly  total  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Max  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

bernicla 

7  21 

9 

1 

2 

1 

1 

23 

hr  ota 

8 

-20  or 

more — 

6 

race  unknown 

11-13  20-32 

1 

1-2 

10-11 

6-7 

Inland  there  was  one  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Feb.  2nd,  2  on  24th  and  2, 
probably  the  same  at  Glasbury  from  14th  to  18th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  one  ( bernicla ) 
there  from  Dec.  7th-25th  and  5  on  the  R.  Wye  at  Llanelwedd  Radnor  from  the  1st  to 
10th. 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

The  monthly  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  in  Wales  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  are  tabulated: 


Oct. 

1990 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1991 

Feb. 

Mar. 

TOTAL 

8194 

7992 

8013 

8352 

7513 

4937 

The  species  occurred  at  all  sites  counted  and  the  winter  average  at  the  principal  sites  (see 
p.  5)  were  Dee,  2582;  Lavan  Sands,  342;  Cefni,  261;  Braint,  224;  Dyfi  Estuary,  182; 
Cleddau  Estuary,  715;  Burry  Inlet,  1248;  Taff/Ely,  208;  Sevem/Gwent,  1247. 

In  the  breeding  season  58  young  were  counted  in  4  sites  along  the  Severn  shore  in 
Gwent  and,  inland  there,  7  young  fledged  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  and  7  other  pairs  held 
territory,  mainly  on  Rs.  Usk  and  Wye.  Single  pairs  were  noted  on  the  Ogmore  and 
Rhymney  estuaries  Glamorgan  and  28  young  were  counted  in  the  Burry  Inlet;  79 
ducklings  were  noted  on  the  Cleddau  estuary  Pembroke  and  there  were  4  pairs  along  the 
Dyfi  between  Machynlleth  and  Glandyfi  Montgomery. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
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winter  period  for  each  county  (see 

p.  5). 

Some  overlap 

is  possible  between  sites 

marked*. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

450 

100 

26 

89 

350 

450 

Goldcliff* 

55 

23 

500 

143 

100 

Undy* 

50 

300 

40 

1 10 

600 

170 

80 

Mathern* 

87 

200 

65 

250 

113 

220 

78 

Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet 

2255 

785 

20 

1050 

2750 

1820 

2880 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

150 

285 

650 

180 

300 

Laughame 

Dryslwyn 

700 

600 

420 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Estuary 

1345 

1018 

4020 

2010 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Estuary 

315 

281 

Dyfi  Estuary 

3030 

6500 

Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

56 

30 

103 

102 

R.  Wye,  Glasbury 

100 

120 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

250 

136 

1219 

1122 

Artro  Estuary 

235 

276 

458 

Mawddach  Estuary 

535 

390 

144 

201 

715 

685 

1265 

Drysynni  Estuary 

235 

182 

1  1 

260 

500 

758 

Flint  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt 

170 

400 

25 

60 

50 

7 

30 

The  December  count  at  the  Dyfi  Estuary  was  the  highest  ever  recorded. 

A  pair  summered  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  but  the  female  was  injured. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  A.  americana  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

1990:  One  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Flint  on  Apr.  26th. 

GADWALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN  LWYD 

In  the  breeding  season  pairs  were  again  present  at  Greenmoor  Pool  Gwent  and 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  but  breeding  was  not  proved.  A  pair  also  stayed  at  Llan  Bwch 
Llyn  Radnor  until  May  6th,  after  which  only  the  male  was  seen. 

Small  wintering  groups  were  present  in  Gwent,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke, 
Ceredigion  and  Brecon  and  max.  counts  suggested  about  55  altogether  wintering  during 
January  to  March  and  33  at  the  year’s  end.  The  largest  group  was  17  on  Llangorse  Lake 
Brecon  on  Jan.  20th. 

TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each  winter 


period  for  each  county  (see  p.  5).  Some  overlap  is  possible  between  sites  marked*. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

No  v. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

93 

16 

2 

80 

360 

PeterstoneAVentlooge/St.  Brides* 

650 

275 

112 

84 

80 

21 

360 

Mathem* 

70 

100 

42 

4 

75 

Goldcliff* 

100 

400 

Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet 

2160 

755 

410 

355 

340 

175 

525 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

700 

300 

200 

250 

Gwendraeth  Estuary 

420 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Estuary 

1981 

1271 

2188 

1994 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Estuary 

429 

276 

Dyfi  Estuary 

251 

480 

495 

Cors  Caron 

360 

14 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Brecon  Talybont  Res* 

100 

25 

28 

Llangorse  Lake* 

40 

160 

100 

R.  Wye,  Glasbury 

150 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

101 

495 

511 

Dysynni  Estuary 

71 

80 

91 

167 

286 

Flint  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt 

2000 

1 500 

200 

1500 

2500 

3500 

4000 

In  Pembroke  a  total  of  1000  were  shot  at  a  single  flight  pond  during  the  year  near 
the  Cleddau  estuary,  an  indication  perhaps  of  how  our  counts  may  underestimate 
numbers. 

In  the  breeding  season  fairly  widespread  in  NE  Ceredigion,  on  Cors  Caron  and  the 
uplands,  and  breeding  was  proved  in  Brecon  in  one  site  and  was  possible  in  3  others. 
1990:  A  bird  showing  the  characters  of  the  American  race  carolinensis  was  seen  at  Llyn 
Traffwll,  Anglesey  on  Dec.  2nd  and  3rd. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 


The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
winter  period  for  each  county  (see  p.  5). 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

160 

46 

145 

350 

450 

PeterstoneAVentlooge/St.  Brides 

330 

250 

125 

500 

62 

575 

Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet 

100 

105 

5 

170 

55 

70 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

300 

200 

250 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Estuary 

345 

279 

6 

20 

St.  David’s 

150 

LIys  y  Fran  Res. 

159 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Estuary 

295 

Cors  Caron 

360 

Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

300 

156 

350 

1 10 

Usk  Res. 

235 

156 

64 

R.  Wye,  Glasbury 

150 

Montgomery  Lake  Vyrnwy 

60 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

238 

604 

333 

Mawddach  Estuary 

31 

171 

74 

399 

170 

253 

Dysynni  Estuary 

17 

96 

187 

186 

32 

Flint  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt 

300 

1000 

80 

250 

600 

500 

Point  of  Ayr 

470 

180 

400 

350 

300 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta 

HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

The  max  recorded  at  the  main 

sites  are  tabulated  as 

available  for  each  winter  period 

for  each  county  (see  p.  5). 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Peterstone/St.  Brides 

20 

46 

1 10 

35 

45 

196 

Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet 

2040 

3025 

90 

965 

1410 

935 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

200 

300 

200 

-350 

Ceredigion  Dyfi 

102 

200 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

15 

50 

222 

Flint  Connah’s  Quay 

200 

5000 

3 

3500 

8000 

3000 

Point  of  Ayr 

133 

152 

1 

26 

400 

180 

Two  breeding  pairs  on  Skomer  Pembroke  failed  to  rear  young. 

GARGANEY  A.  querquedula  HWYADEN  ADDFAIN 

A  total  of  12  noted  altogether,  in  Gwent  (5),  Glamorgan  (2),  Carmarthen  (2), 
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Ceredigion  (2)  and  Radnor  (1).  Spring  records  fell  between  Mar.  6th  and  June  1st  and 
autumn  records  between  July  23rd  and  Sept.  22nd.  Monthly  totals  were 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

4  1  3  1  f  1  3 

SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

The  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each  winter  period 


for  each  county  (see  p.  5). 

Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PeterstoneAVentlooge 

85  80 

5 

8 

85 

Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet 

200  230 

35 

175 

300 

280 

Carmarthen  Witchett  Pool 

Taf  Estuary 
Penclacwydd 

- 40 - 

53 

50 

60— 

139 

58 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

55 

15 

45 

Only  small  groups  were  found  elsewhere.  A  pair  bred  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion. 


RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

In  Glamorgan  a  male  was  present  at  Roath  Park  Lake  all  the  year  and  one  at 
Cosmeston  Lake  from  Nov.  17th  to  Dec.  7th.  One  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  from  Feb. 
13th- 15th;  one  at  Llyn  Heilyn  Radnor  on  July  10th  was  the  first  county  record. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 


The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the 

main  sites 

are  tabulated 

as  available 

winter  period  for  each  county  (see  p. 

5). 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

21 

106 

74  1 

20 

58 

PeterstoneAVentlooge/St.  Brides 

348 

215 

75  2 

104 

223 

Carmarthen  Upper  Lleidi  Res. 

183 

Sandy  Water  Park,  Llanelli 

146 

Pembroke  Llys  y  Fran  Res. 

147 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Estuary 

52 

BreconTalybont  Res. 

57 

83 

20 

15 

Llangorse  Lake 

40 

4 

172 

184 

Meirionnydd  Llyn  Mwyngil 

83 

33 

21  8 

The  counts  are  incomplete  but,  as  noted  in  1990,  the  main  concentrations  were  in  SE 
Wales.  Breeding  was  proved  at  Roath  Park  Lake  (one  pair)  and  Oxwich  Marsh  (one  pair, 
4  young)  Glamorgan  and  Pontarsais  Carmarthen  (female  and  3  young). 


TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

The  monthly  max  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
winter  period  for  each  county  (see  p.  5)  but  they  are  very  incomplete. 


Jan. 


Gwent  Ynysyfro  Res  47 

PeterstoneAVentlooge/St.  Brides  433 

Pembroke  Llys  y  Fran  Res. 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

Usk  Res.  15 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni  Estuary  2 1 

Llyn  Mwyngil  23 


Breeding  was  proved  in  Gwent,  a 


Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec. 

40 

32 

100  58 

56 

214 

100 

35 

481 

67 

30 

12 

21 

13 

23 

25 

1 

18  34 

27 

41 

24 

female 

and 

4  young  near 

Trelleck 

16 


Glamorgan,  a  pair  at  St.  Fagan’s  Castle.  Birds  or  pairs  were  also  present  in  the  breeding 
season  in  Gwent,  2  other  sites;  Ceredigion,  one  site,  Brecon,  5  sites;  Montgomery,  6 
pairs  on  Llyn  Du  and  3  on  the  Severn  between  Buttington  and  Y  Gaer;  and 
Meirionnydd,  2  sites. 


SCAUP  A.  marila  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

The  monthly  max  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
winter  period  in  each  county  (see  p.  5).  Some  overlap  is  likely  in  sites  marked*. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

Gwent 

PeterstoneAVentlooge/St.  Brides 

34 

50 

2 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Estuary 

3 

58 

22 

8 

Burry  Inlet 

49 

Carmarthen  Ragwen  Point 

88 

Pembroke  Amroth 

-28 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn* 

1 

1 

12 

14 

19 

Cardigan  Bay  Aberdyfi-Porthmadog* 

1 1 

10 

14 

23 

There  were  scattered  parties  elsewhere  around  the  coast,  the  largest  being  16  off  Craig- 
y-delyn  Ceredigion  on  Feb.  25th.  Inland  there  were  birds  on  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent 
on  Mar  23rd  (2),  Sept.  1 4th-2 1  st  and  Nov.  10th-22nd  and  Ynysyfro  Res.  from  Feb.  14th- 
15th  and,  in  Brecon,  on  Llangorse  Lake  on  Dec.  22nd. 


EIDER  Somateria  mollissima  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU 

The  monthly  max  recorded  in  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan  and  Aberdysynni 

Meirionnydd  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Burry  Inlet  40  80  85  20  20  25  35  35  25  20  30  35 

Aberdysynni  32  28  1  31  17  10  15  15  5  13 

The  Aberdysynni  flock  continues  to  decline.  Widely  recorded  elsewhere  around  the  coast 
but  the  only  significant  flock  was  of  32  off  Salmon  Scar  Point  Carmarthen  on  Apr.  20th. 
Counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  off  Meirionnydd  found  only  a  max  of  18  in  December. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  H1R 

Widely  scattered  around  the  coast  and  a  few  inland  and  recorded  up  to  May  12th  in 
the  early  months  and  from  Oct.  6th  at  the  year’s  end.  The  largest  groups  were  up  to  7  off 
Amroth  Pembroke  until  Mar.  9th,  8  off  Pendine  Carmarthen  on  May  12th  and,  in 
Meirionnydd.  9  in  the  Dysynni  estuary  in  November  and  45  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 
estuary  and  in  Cardigan  Bay  in  December.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

18  22  15  1  8’  5  19  56 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDE 

Welsh  coastal  waters  are  an  important  wintering  ground  for  this  species.  Counts  for 
the  main  wintering  flocks  are  tabulated,  mainly  as  max.  for  each  winter  period.  Some 
overlap  is  likely  in  areas  marked*. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


Carmarthen  Pendine* 
Pembroke  Amroth* 

St.  Brides  Bav 

J 

Newport  Bay 


3500  - 000‘s - 

400 

200  200 

200 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Ceredigion  Aberporch 

200 

200 

400 

Borth/Ynyslas 

300 

230 

175 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn* 

350 

550 

38 

850 

1068 

1428 

Artro  Estuary* 

260 

81 

2457 

1316 

Mawddach  Estuary* 

143 

179 

923 

188 

Dysynni  Estuary* 

47 

10 

1 

32 

36 

1 12 

Cardigan  Bay,  Aberdyh-Porthmadog* 

21 

49 

993 

6421 

3782 

Clwyd  Coast 

2100 

Point  of  Ayr 

600 

As  is  usual  there  was  a  quite  marked  mid  summer/early  autumn  movement  noted  on 
inland  waters,  birds  being  seen  between  June  3rd  and  Oet.  24th  in  Gwent  (Llandegfedd 
Res.),  Brecon  (Llangorse  Lake  and  Caban  Coch  Res.)  and  Radnor  (Llandrindod  Lake). 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

9  17  1  3  3 

There  was  also  an  exceptional  autumn  movement  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke 
involving  977  birds  on  Oct.  21st  and  22nd,  after  severe  gales;  many  drifted  back  N  in  the 
following  week. 

A  bird  cf  the  American  race  americana  was  present  at  Newgale  Pembroke  from 
Dec.  25th  (possibly  Nov.  24th)  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

1990:  One  off  Marros  and  Telpyn  Point  Carmarthen  from  Oct.  14th  to  Nov.  4th. 

1991:  One  off  Rhossili  Glamorgan  from  Mar.  3rd-6fn  and  one  off  Amroth  Pembroke 
from  Jan.  3rd  to  27th. 


VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  MOR-HWYA DEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

1990:  additional  records  were  of  singles  off  Nash  Point  Glamorgan  from  Nov.  1 5th- 
18th  and  in  the  Rhymney  Estuary  on  the  26th. 

1991:  A  scatter  of  birds  recorded  right  around  the  coast  in  both  winter  periods  the  largest 
groups  being  4  males  off  the  Dyfi  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  23rd,  4  birds  there  on  Dec.  7th,  up 
to  6  in  St.  Brides  Bay  Pembroke  and  a  max  of  25  off  Barmouth  Meirionnydd  in 
December.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Nov.  Dec. 

10  3  2  11  37 

There  was  also  one  off  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  May  3rd  and  a  total  of  18  passed  off 
Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  21st  and  22nd  (see  Common  Scoter).  Inland  a  male  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  Gw'ent  on  Nov.  22nd  was  the  first  inland  record  for  the  county  and 
only  the  ninth  in  all. 


GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN  LYGAD-AUR 

The  monthly  max  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
winter  period  for  each  county  (see  p.  5). 

There  were  also  4  on  the  early  date  of  Aug.  28th  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

R.  Usk 

Glamorgan  Ogmore  estuary 

Eglwys  Nunnydd  res. 


3  30  3 

- 12 - 

30 

33  23  27 


10  27  26 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec 

Carmarthen  Talyllychau  Pools 

1  1 

10 

7 

Pembroke  Cleddau  estuary 

71 

37 

6 

20 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Estuary 

44 

13 

Brecon  Talybont  res. 

18 

20 

18 

5 

Meirionnydd  Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

3 

5 

14  26 

3 

Mawddach  Estuary 

8 

17 

25 

1  6 

10 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus  LLEIAN  WEN 

1990:  A  female  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Dee.  20th. 

1991:  A  total  of  21  were  recorded  in  Glamorgan  (13),  Carmarthen  (3)  and 
Ceredigion/Meirionnydd  (5).  Recorded  in  the  early  months  from  Jan.  14th  to  Mar.  9th, 
with  a  marked  influx  in  the  February  cold  spell.  There  was  also  an  exceptional  record  of 
a  male  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  May  10th  and  one  spent  much  of  December  on 
Eglwys  Nunnydd  Res.  Glamorgan,  being  first  seen  on  1st.  Monthly  totals  in  the  early 
months  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

1  18  5 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrator  HWYADEN  ERONGOCH 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
winter  period  for  each  county  (see  p.  5).  The  records  are  very  incomplete;  some  overlap 
is  likely  in  areas  marked*,  particularly  between  Cardigan  Bay  and  the  Meirionnydd 
estuaries. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet 

4 

28 

30 

15 

10 

10 

5 

Carmarthen  Cydweli 

13 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Estuary 

24 

16 

6 

17 

Ceredigion  Teili  Estuary 

9 

8 

Meirionnydd  AberdyH* 

6 

52 

Dysynni  Estuary* 

n 

23 

1 

13 

8 

8 

18 

13 

Mawddach  Estuary  * 

7 

21 

33 

17 

20 

21 

32 

20 

Artro  Estuary 

i 

5 

6 

68 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn* 

1  1 

12 

4 

14 

51 

23 

5 

Cardigan  Bay  Aberdyfi-Porlhmadog  : 

30 

1  1 

31 

34 

122 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

Clwyd  Coast 

8 

91 

37 

12 

6 

In  the  breeding  season  2  pairs  and  a  female  were  present  at  Talybont  Res.  Brecon 
but  no  proof  of  breeding  was  seen;  in  Ceredigion  the  species  bred  on  the  Rs.  Dyfi, 
Rheidol  and  Ystwyth;  in  Montgomery  a  pair  bred  on  R.  Severn  between  Welshpool  and 
Newtown  and  another  was  present  on  the  Dyfi  at  Llanwrin;  and  in  Meirionnydd  bred  on 
the  Rs.  Dyfi,  Mawddach.  Dee,  Glaslyn  and  Dysynni  and  on  Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Llyn 
Tegid  and  Tal  y  Llyn. 

GOOSANDER  M.  mergan  ser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
winter  period  for  each  county  (see  p.  5).  The  records  are  probably  very  incomplete  but, 
for  example,  it  is  not  numerous  in  either  Pembroke  or  Meirionnydd  in  winter. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res.  10  45  12  9  12 
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Jan. 


Gamlydan  Res. 

Tredegar  CP 

R.  Usk  Llangybi-Abergavenny 
R.  Wye  Monmouth-Tintem 
Carmarthen  Witchett  Pool 
Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

R.  Wye  Glasbury 
R.  Usk  Pencelli 
Crai  Res. 


Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

12 

13 

9 

12 

25 

10 - 

20 

10 

-23- 


34 

12 


14 

12 

41 


30 


16 


10- 

14 


31 


10 


There  were  also  32  at  Glasbury  in  September;  the  largest  concentration  in  the 
Meirionnydd  estuaries  was  9  in  the  Mawddach  in  February. 

Breeding  season  records  came  from  Glamorgan,  with  4  pairs  and  19  young  on  R. 
Neath;  Ceredigion,  bred  on  Rs.  Dyfi  and  Ystwyth  and  along  almost  whole  length  of  R. 
Teifi;  Brecon,  2  pairs  on  R.  Usk  between  Scethrog  and  Llansantfraed  and  4  broods 
totalling  36  young  on  4  other  waters;  Montgomery,  breeding  commonly  on  Rs. 
Vymwy,  Severn  and  Rhiw;  and  Meirionnydd  where  the  number  of  pairs  is  still  small 
but  increasing. 


HONEY  BUZZARD  Pertiis  apivorus  BOD  Y  MEL 

Something  of  an  influx  in  spring  and  summer,  with  singles  in  Glamorgan  at 
Tongwynlais  on  May  1 1th,  Tremorfa  on  20th  and  at  an  unnamed  site  on  July  22nd;  in 
Pembroke  singles  at  Skokholm  on  July  26th  and  Skomer  on  Aug.  18th  and  19th.  On 
May  26th  one  was  watched  flying  across  the  Severn  estuary  from  Avon  into  Gwent  and 
one  (the  same?)  was  seen  at  New  Passage  in  the  latter  county. 
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RED  KITE  Milvas  milvus  BARCUD 

The  April  census  recorded  at  least  260  birds,  including  92  territorial  pairs;  76  were 
believed  to  have  bred,  1 1  more  than  in  1990,  and  41  successful  pairs  reared  a  total  of  62 
young.  Although  1 1  fewer  young  than  in  1990,  this  was  still  the  second  most  successful 
year  for  well  over  a  century.  Twelve  pairs  had  eggs  before  end  March  but  cold  unsettled 
weather  in  April  was  probably  responsible  for  an  unusually  high  proportion  of  addled 
eggs.  Seven  nests  were  robbed,  one  juvenile  was  definitely  poisoned  (with  Fenthion)  in 
late  March  and  3  or  4  other  birds  were  thought  to  have  been  poisoned  in  early  spring. 
Summary  by  Peter  Davis. 

There  were  up  to  60  at  a  feeding  station  in  Tregaron  Ceredigion  in  December, 
when  a  roost  of  12  was  also  noted  in  south  Brecon.  Outside  the  breeding  range  5-8  birds 
were  present  in  Pembroke  all  the  year  and  singles  were  seen  in  Glamorgan  in  the 
Rhondda  valley  on  Mar  30th  and  at  Pontardawe  on  Nov.  3rd  and  one  at  Undy  Gwent  on 
July  27th  was  wearing  yellow  wing-tags.  A  leucistic  immature  was  regularly  feeding 
with  Buzzards  near  Pendine  Carmarthen  during  October  to  December. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

A  total  of  14  reported  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke  (2)  and 
Ceredigion  (4).  Six  spring  records  fell  between  Mar  24th  and  May  28th  and  8  autumn 
records  between  July  2nd  and  Nov.  24th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

1  3  2'  1  1  4  0  2 

HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus  BOD  TINWEN 

In  early  May  20  pairs  held  territory,  17  laying  eggs;  1 1  pairs  successfully  reared  36 
young,  of  which  28  were  wing-tagged.  Despite  cold  wet  weather  this  was  certainly  the 
most  successful  season  since  monitoring  began  in  1986  and  possibly  this  century!  Of  1 1 
young  tagged  in  1990,  one  was  recovered  dead  near  Calais,  France,  and  2  females 
returned  to  breed.  One  reared  4  young  but  the  other  lost  7  eggs  to  a  fox.  Summary  by 
lolo  Williams. 

Widely  reported  outside  the  breeding  season  in  small  numbers  in  Gwent, 
Glamorgan  (W),  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Ceredigion,  Brecon,  Radnor  and 
Meirionnydd.  Numbers  were  not  very  accurately  known  but  the  largest  groups  were  a 
roost  of  7  at  Dowrog  Pembroke  in  November  and  December,  4  or  more  in  the  Dyfi 
estuary  Ceredigion  in  the  autumn  and  6  or  more  at  Cors  Caron  in  November  and 
December.  A  total  of  6  or  more  was  also  found  wintering  in  Radnor.  There  were  no 
reports  of  Welsh  tagged  birds  in  winter  but  singles  from  Orkney  and  Argyll  were  seen  in 
Meirionnydd  in  summer  and  winter  respectively. 

GOSHAWK  Accipter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

A  minimum  of  60  active  nests  was  found,  most  in  upland  conifer  plantations.  In  3 
intensively  studied  areas  average  clutch  size  was  3.6  eggs  and  brood  size  was  2.6 
young.  A  high  percentage  of  eggs  failed  to  hatch  in  some  areas,  probably  due  to  the  cold 
wet  weather  during  incubation.  The  most  frequent  prey  items  were  pigeons,  corvids, 
thrushes  and  grey  squirrel;  adult  Buzzard,  Merlin,  3  Kestrels  and  a  cat  were  also  taken. 
A  minimum  of  4  sites  was  robbed.  The  total  Welsh  population  is  likely  to  be  more  than 
100  pairs.  Summary  by  lolo  Williams. 
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SPARROWHAWK  A.  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

Despite  the  cold  wet  spring,  a  good  breeding  season.  In  2  study  sites,  in  Gwynedd 
and  in  Clwyd,  results  were: 


Gwynedd 

Clwyd 


Number 


of  pairs 


38 

24 


Number 


of  nests 


27 

18 


Average 
clutch  size  (n) 
3.6(6) 

3.8  (9) 


A  v’erage 
brood  size  (n) 
2.9(15) 
3.0  (  7) 


From  P.  Lindley,  Welsh  Raptor  Study  Group  Newsletter  No.  I. 

There  were  at  least  20  breeding  records  from  Gwent,  over  100  records  from  52  localities 
in  Glamorgan  (W)  and  3  pairs  bred  on  Lake  Vymwy  NR  Montgomery. 


BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

Thought  to  be  increasing  as  a  breeding  bird  in  Gwent.  In  Carmarthen  up  to  30 
regularly  fed  on  a  new  ley  (reseeded  in  1990)  near  Pendine  during  October  to  December, 
presumably  taking  earthworms.  In  Ceredigion  a  ringed  bird  recovered  at  Llanfihangel-y- 
pennant  in  1990  had  been  ringed  as  a  nestling  19  years  previously  at  Strata  Florida  and 
another,  aged  13  years,  was  recovered  at  Llanddewi  Brefi  in  1991. 


OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus  GWALCH  Y  PYSGOD 

A  total  of  33  was  recorded  in  Gwent  (3),  Glamorgan  (6),  Carmarthen  (8), 
Pembroke  (8),  Ceredigion  (1),  Brecon  (2),  Brecon/Radnor  (3),  Meirionnydd  (1)  and 
Clwyd  (1).  In  spring  15  were  recorded  between  Mar.  28th  and  June  3rd,  with  18  in 
autumn  between  July  25th  and  Sept.  25th.  It  is  not  known  whether  birds  were  recorded 
in  more  than  one  county  as  they  passed  through.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  Max  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

2  5  1  1  4  9  6 


KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

2 

Of  16  known  sites  in  an  area  of  250km  in  north  Brecon,  5  or  6  were  not  occupied, 
3  had  single  birds  only  and  7  pairs  bred,  one  failing  and  3  rearing  6-7  young.  Poor 
weather  was  probably  largely  responsible  for  this  result.  In  north  Wales  it  was  a  good 
vole  year  and  in  2  study  sites  10  out  of  14  pairs  were  known  to  have  reared  35  young  in 
total;  only  one  certainly  failed.  Iolo  Williams,  Welsh  Raptor  Study  Group  Newsletter 
No.  1. 


RED-FOOTED  FALCON  F.  vespertinus  CUDYLL  TROEDGOCH 

1988:  A  female  at  Tregaron  Ceredigion  from  May  25th  to  June  2nd. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

In  5  survey  areas  39  occupied  territories  were  located,  25  of  them  on  the  edges  of 
conifer  plantations.  Breeding  success  was  higher  for  ground-nesting  pairs,  possibly 
because  an  abundance  of  voles  resulted  in  less  predation  by  foxes.  Many  tree  nests  failed 
due  to  the  cold  wet  weather  and  predation  by  Tawny  Owls  and  Goshawks  also 
contributed.  The  total  Welsh  population  is  now  in  the  region  of  70  pairs,  over  half 
nesting  in  old  corvids’  nests  on  the  edge  of  conifer  plantations.  Summary  by  Iolo 
Williams.  A  pair  also  summered  in  Mid  Glamorgan,  where  it  has  not  bred  for  many 
years. 

Wintering  birds  were  found  in  4  coastal  and  3  inland  sites  in  Gwent  and  in  at  least 
one  area  in  Brecon.  In  Pembroke  1-2  wintering  birds  were  noted  in  a  total  of  22 
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localities  and  were  present  until  May  7th,  with  the  first  autumn  arrival  on  Aug.  7th. 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

Breeding  was  proved  in  Gwent,  with  3  pairs  rearing  3,  1  and  0  young.  In  Brecon 
there  were  summer  records  from  2  areas,  in  at  least  one  of  which  breeding  is  suspected, 
and  in  Montgomery  2  pairs  were  present,  one  probably  breeding. 

Passage  birds  were  noted  from  Mar  7th  to  June  13th  and  from  July  5th  to  Oct.  13th, 
with  a  total  of  13  in  spring  and  31  in  autumn  in  Gwent  (15),  Glamorgan  (7), 
Carmarthen  (3),  Pembroke  (8),  Ceredigion  (2),  Brecon  (2),  Montgomery  (3), 
Meirionnydd  (1)  and  Clwyd  (3).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

1  1  9  2  11  12  6  2 

PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

A  total  of  283  occupied  territories  were  recorded  in  the  1991  breeding  survey;  32 
nests  were  robbed.  A  full  report  appears  on  p.  62. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus  GRUGIAR 

Records  received  from  only  4  counties,  but  not  in  the  main  area  for  the  species, 
suggested  very  small  numbers  only.  A  paper  describing  the  present  status  of  this  species 
in  Wales  is  in  preparation. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

In  Ceredigion  very  small  numbers  were  noted  in  3  localities;  in  Brecon  2  males  at 
Mynydd  Illtyd  on  Oct.  30th;  bred  in  Meirionnydd. 

QUAIL  Cotumix  coturnix  SOFLIAR 

Recorded  only  in  Pembroke,  with  singles  on  May  29th  at  Skokholm,  picked  up 
dead  on  the  Dale  Peninsula  on  July  1st  and  2  at  Aberhigian  on  Aug.  12th. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  DWR 

In  the  breeding  season  recorded  at  Witchett  Pool  Carmarthen,  the  Teifi  marshes 
(breeding  proved)  and  Ynyshir  Ceredigion,  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  and  bred  at  Llan 
Bwch  Llyn,  Pentrosfa  and  Rhosgoch,  Radnor. 

Although  not  recorded  in  the  breeding  season  in  Gwent  found  wintering  at  4  sites, 
with  3  birds  present  in  2,  in  the  early  months  and  at  the  end  of  the  year;  7  were  wintering 
at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  in  December,  when  ‘several’  were  also  wintering  at  Rhosgoch 
Radnor. 

BAILLON’S  CRAKE  Porzana  pusilla  RHEGEN  BAILLON 

1990:  One  picked  up  dead  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  16th  was  the  first  in  Wales 
since  1976. 

COOT  Eulica  atra  CWTIAR 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  each 
winter  period  for  each  county  (see  p.  5). 

In  Gwent  21  pairs  raised  31  young  on  Llandegfedd  Res.  and,  in  Brecon  c.25  pairs 
raised  30  young  on  Llangorse  Lake. 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

35 

110 

3 

2 

40 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

209 

158 

67 

203 

216 

225 

Carmarthen  Witchett  Pool 

90 

95 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

200 

300 

146 

140 

184 

320 

Talybont  Res. 

38 

90 

Meirionnydd  Llyn  Mwyngil 

250 

176 

68 

188 

CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex  RHEGEN  YR  to 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Llangloffan  on  Sept.  19th  and  found  dead  at  the  South 
Bishop  Lighthouse  on  Oct.  1 1th. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PI  ODEN  Y  MOR 

Once  again  the  Estuary  counts  for  1990/91  showed  this  to  be  one  of  the  most 
abundant  wintering  waders  in  Wales  (only  Dunlin  were  more  numerous).  It  was  recorded 
at  all  sites  counted  and  the  totals  recorded  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to  March 
1991  are  tabulated: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Wales  total  55877  62007  52759  57002  49694  22354 

The  average  winter  counts  in  the  main  sites  (see  p.  5)  were-Dee,  26310:  Clwyd  coast, 

348;  Lavan  Sands,  1344;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  2736;  Burry  Inlet,  13073;  Blackpill,  2268. 

Breeding  counts  came  from  Gwent,  with  2  pairs  at  St.  Brides  and  one  at  Goldcliff 
and  Pembroke,  with  100  pairs  on  Skomer  and  45  on  Skokholm.  The  species  is  also  now 
breeding  on  several  Welsh  rivers  and  9-10  pairs  were  found  on  the  R.  Dee,  a  total  of  8 
on  the  Severn  and  Vymwy,  10  on  the  Dyfi  and  one  possible  on  the  Dwyryd.  See  also  the 
paper  on  page  74. 

AVOCET  Avosetta  recurvirostra  CAM  BIG 

There  was  one  at  Mathem/Chepstow  Wharf  Gwent  from  Jan.  19th  to  Feb.  2nd  and 
a  party  of  17  flew  up  the  Bristol  Channel  off  Cardiff  Glamorgan  on  May  6th. 

STONE  CURLEW  Burkinas  oedicnemus  RHEDW'R  Y  MOELYDD 

Singles  at  Lavemock  Point  Glamorgan  on  June  2nd  and  Skokholm  Pembroke  on 
Aug.  21st. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

In  a  breeding  survey  a  total  of  58  pairs  was  found  breeding  on  shoals  in  Welsh 
rivers,  mainly  on  R.  Tywi  and  tributaries,  where  J.  Friese  and  B.  Stewart  located  39 
pairs,  R.  Severn  (7  pairs),  R.  Usk  (6  pairs)  and  R.  Wye  (4  pairs);  3-4  pairs  also  bred  at 
industrial  sites  or  reservoirs.  This  increased  breeding  population  may  have  been  due  to  2 
consecutive  years  of  low  spring  and  summer  flows  in  rivers,  with  large  areas  of  shoal 
exposed.  It  represents  consolidation  rather  than  any  major  range  extension.  More  pairs 
now  breed  on  Welsh  rivers  than  on  rivers  elsewhere  in  the  UK.  Summary  by  Stephanie 
Tyler.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  74. 

Birds  were  recorded  from  Mar.  23rd  until  Sept.  12th  and  approximate  monthly 
totals  of  passage  birds  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  Max  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

1  2  O’  1  6  1 1  1 
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RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

1990:  The  autumn  passage  max.  recorded  on  the  Dee  estuary  was  1202  in  August. 

1991:  The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 


Oct. 

1990 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1991 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Wales  total 

1351 

1086 

1038 

1016 

805 

359 

The  species  occurred  on  87%  of  the  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  count  at  the 
main  sites  (see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  175;  Clwyd  coast,  43;  Lavan  Sands,  31;  Red  Wharf  Bay, 
43;  Cleddau  estuary,  61;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  94;  Burry  Inlet,  126;  Blackpill,  176; 
Sevem/Gwent,  52. 

Very  few  breeding  pairs  reported,  just  pairs  in  4  sites  in  Glamorgan  (W),  not  a 
complete  count,  one  at  Ynyslas,  Ceredigion  and  pairs  at  several  coastal  sites  in 
Meirionnydd.  It  did  not  breed  in  Gwent  nor  Pembroke  as  far  as  is  known.  See  also  the 
paper  on  page  74. 

Passage  max.  in  Gwent  were  100  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  and  Goldcliffe-Redwick 
in  May,  300  at  the  latter  site  in  August  and  100  there  in  September;  in  the  Burry  Inlet 
Glamorgan  there  was  a  max.  of  312  in  September  and  at  Tywyn  Point  Carmarthen 
max.  of  150  in  May  and  September. 

Inland  there  were  3  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  Gwent  on  Feb.  7th. 

DOTTEREL  Eiulromias  morinellus  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

A  total  of  40  recorded  as  follows:  Carmarthen,  3  at  Mynydd  Tair  Cam  on  May 
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12th  and  13th;  Pembroke,  1 1  at  Skomer  on  May  15th,  15  at  Dinas  Mountain  on  the  16th 
declining  to  4  by  20th  and  an  immature  at  Dale  A/F  on  Aug.  24th  and  25th;  Ceredigion, 
one  on  Pumlumon  on  Sept.  15th;  Montgomery,  4  at  Mochdre  on  May  2nd  and  5  at  Llyn 
y  Tarw  on  Sept.  15th.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  70. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

434  1203  1212  1239  478  488 

The  species  occurred  at  43%  of  the  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  at  the 
main  sites  (see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  86;  Inland  Sea,  28;  Dyfi  Estuary,  44;  Cleddau  Estuary, 
40;  Burry  Inlet,  668. 

The  Estuary  counts  do  not  cover  many  important  sites  for  this  species  and 
additional  counts  were:  Glamorgan;  170  at  Gilestone  on  Feb.  2nd,  250  at  Llandow  A/F 
on  Nov.  10th  and  360  at  Cilibion  on  Dec.  10th:  Carmarthen;  5000  at  Ginst  Point  in 
January  and  2200  in  December:  Pembroke;  500  at  Angle  Bay  on  Jan.  19th  and  c.1000 
at  Llandelog  on  Nov.  14th,  with  3  other  coastal  flocks  of  200-350:  Ceredigion;  240  at 
Llanrhystud  on  Jan.  17th;  580  at  Ynyslas  on  Oct.  20th,  595  there  on  Nov.  10th  and  300 
near  Cardigan  on  Dec.  20th:  Meirionnydd;  max  of  175  at  the  Broadwater  in  January  and 
156  in  November.  Inland  the  only  significant  flocks  were  70  at  Trecastle  Brecon  from 
Oct.  17th  to  Dec.  16th  and  55  at  Llandefalle  Hill  on  Dec.  27th. 

A  CCW  survey  of  breeding  waders  on  the  Elan  uplands  found  a  total  of  46  pairs, 
similar  to  1990.  Elsewhere  a  survey  on  the  Migneint  found  6-10  pairs  and  2  visits  to 
former  breeding  sites  on  Mynydd  Hiraethog  only  one.  The  Welsh  breeding  population  is 
believed  to  have  halved  to  no  more  than  100  pairs  since  the  mid  1970s  because  of 
overgrazing  and  agricultural  improvements  in  the  uplands.  Summary  by  Iolo 
Williams. The  species  also  bred  on  Pumlumon  Ceredigion.  See  also  the  paper  on  page 
74.  Peter  Hack,  at  CCW,  Llandrindod  Wells  is  trying  to  establish  the  status  of  this 
species  wintering  in  Wales,  particularly  inland  in  areas  likely  to  be  used  by  the  Welsh 
breeding  stock  and  would  welcome  any  records  and  historical  information. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Wales  total  2909  1965  1672  3500  2262  936 

The  species  was  recorded  at  70%  of  the  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  at 
the  main  sites  (see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  1192;  Cleddau  Estuary,  92;  Burry  Inlet,  566; 
Sevem/Gwent,  216. 

Inland  there  were  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  in  summer  plumage  on  May 
26th  and  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Nov.  17th. 


LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 
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1990 

1991 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

5300 

10449 

10715 

12176 

3773 

The  species  was  recorded  at  all  but  one  site  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  at  the 
main  sites  (see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  2633;  Clwyd,  201;  Inland  Sea,  393;  Cleddau  Estuary, 
769;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  670;  Burry  Inlet,  1446;  Sevem/Gwent,  350. 

The  Estuary  counts  only  include  a  few  of  the  wintering  flocks  of  this  species  and 
counts  from  other  important  sites  are  summarised  in  the  table  below,  to  give  some  idea 
of  the  scale  of  numbers  involved.  Nearly  all  these  flocks  were  wintering  at  coastal  sites 
and  the  main  inland  wintering  area  recorded  was  the  Usk  valley  in  Gwent,  where  c.1000 
were  present  in  December.  Elsewhere  only  4  inland  flocks  were  noted,  in  Brecon  and 


Montgomery. 

Jan-Mar 

Oct. -Dec. 

County 

Total  count 

Number  of  flocks 

Total 

Number  of  flocks 

Gwent 

3200 

8 

2150 

6 

Glamorgan 

530 

2 

570 

2 

Pembroke  wi 

despread  reports  of  300-400, 

max 

1200  Marloes  Dec.  25th. 

Ceredigion 

400 

1 

600 

1 

Brecon 

280 

2 

220 

2 

Montgomery 

300 

1 

The  breeding  population  continues  to  decline  in  Gwent,  where  only  47  pairs  were 
found  in  21  sites.  In  Glamorgan  (W)  there  15-17  pairs  in  5  sites;  in  Pembroke,  8  pairs 
on  Skomer,  5  on  Skokholm  and  2  at  Angle  Bay  but  the  main  site  at  Ramsey  Island  was 
not  visited;  in  Ceredigion  the  breeding  population  is  now  believed  to  total  fewer  than  50 
pairs;  in  Brecon  47  pairs  were  reported  in  10  sites,  including  18  in  6  in  the  Llanwrtyd 
Wells/Llangammarch  Wells/Newbridge  area  where  all  known  sites  were  checked;  in 
Meirionnydd  a  total  of  81-93  pairs  was  found,  58-65  on  lowland  sites  and  23-28  on 
upland.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  74. 


KNOT  Calidri  s  canuta  P1BYDD  YR  ABER 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Wales  total  16757  6702  13217  19455  19732  1833 

The  species  was  recorded  at  58%  of  the  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  at 
the  main  sites  (see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  10860;  Lavan  Sands,  646;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  259; 
Burry  Inlet,  694;  Sevem/Gwent,  600.  The  numbers  off  Gwent  were  the  largest  for  many 
years  and  there  were,  in  fact,  c.5000  feeding  off  Peterstone/Wentlooge/St.  Brides  on 
Mar.  2nd.  Inland  there  were  singles  in  Gwent  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  from  Feb.  4th-7th  and 
Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Sept.  12th. 


SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

The  total  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 


1990 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan. 
1945  1789  1292  651 


1991 

Feb.  Mar. 
641  697 


Only  recorded  on  26%  of  the  sites  counted,  the  average  winter  counts  at  the  main  sites 
(see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  502;  Clwyd  coast,  152;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  216;  Burry  Inlet,  50; 
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Blackpill,  250. 

This  is  another  species  for  which  important  sites  are  missed  by  the  Estuary  counts 
and  additional  counts  were:  Glamorgan  (W),  250  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Mar.  24th  and 
130  at  Port  Talbot  in  October  and  November;  Carmarthen,  monthly  max  at  Cefn  Sidan 
were  February  800+,  March  390,  April  800,  May  423,  July  272,  October  407  and 
November  474.  Inland  singles  at  Garnlydan  Res.  Gwent  on  May  12th  and  Llangorse 
Lake  Brecon  on  Sept.  18th. 

LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta  PIBYDD  BACH 

1990:  The  autumn  estuary  counts  included  a  count  of  15  in  the  Dee  in  September. 

1991:  Four  in  spring  between  May  28th  and  31st  and  56  in  autumn  between  Aug.  9th 
and  Oct.  12th.  The  species  was  recorded  in  every  coastal  county  and  singles  were  seen 
inland  at  Llyn  Heilyn  Radnor  from  Sept.  7th-8th  and  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Sept. 
18th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

4  0  O’  15  38  7 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea  PIBYDD  CAM  BIG 

1990:  The  autumn  Estuary  counts  recorded  totals  of  2  in  August,  75  in  September  and  6 
in  October.  The  largest  concentrations  were  21  in  the  Dee  and  29  in  Severn/Gwent  in 
September. 

1991:  One  in  the  Dysynni  estuary  Meirionnydd  on  the  May  Estuary  count  was  the  only 
spring  record.  In  autumn  about  152  recorded  from  coastal  counties  between  July  15th 


and  Nov.  27th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

July  Aug. 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

4  46 

127  6  5 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima 

PIBYDD  DU 

In  the  Estuary  counts  for  winter  1990/91  recorded  only  on  the  Dee,  with  a  max.  of 
28  in  January.  Elsewhere  wintering  birds  were  noted  at  4  sites  on  the  Gower  coast 
Glamorgan,  with  a  max.  of  5  at  Worms  Head  Causeway  on  Jan.  13th;  in  Carmarthen, 
with  2  at  Llanstephan  and  one  at  Ginst  Point  on  Dec.  8th;  in  Pembroke,  with  wintering 
birds  in  several  sites  until  May  9th  and  from  Aug.  12th  and  max.  of  7  on  Skomer  on  Oct. 
4th  and  7  on  Skokholm  on  Nov.  18th;  in  Ceredigion,  with  winter  max.  of  20  at 
Aberystwyth  on  Feb.  9th  and  21  on  Dec.  24th.  There  were  also  21  there  on  May  3rd,  2  at 
Cardigan  Island  on  Feb.  28th  and  one  at  Aberaeron  on  Nov.  1st.  In  Meirionnydd  there 
were  singles  at  Friog  cliffs  on  Feb.  7th  and  near  Porthmadog  on  Dec.  12th. 

DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIB  YDD  Y  MA  WN 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  are  tabulated.  Numbers  were  sharply  higher  than  in  1989/90,  perhaps 
because  of  in  influx  with  the  cold  weather  in  the  early  months. 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Wales  total  31658  41486  57835  64429  66449  15752 

The  species  was  recorded  at  every  site  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  in  the  main 
sites  (see  p.  5)  were;  Dee;  16507;  Lavan  Sands,  2173;  Cleddau  Estuary,  3909;  Burry 
Inlet,  5423;  Taff/Ely,  1737,  Sevem/Gwent;  12843.  Other  counts  along  the  Severn  shore 
and  Bristol  Channel  from  S.  Glamorgan  and  Gwent  recorded  higher  numbers  than 
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shown,  with  a  peak  of  c. 38,000  in  December,  which  suggests  a  winter  average  of  17240 
in  this  area. 

This  is  another  upland  breeding  wader  whose  numbers  in  Wales  appear  to  have 
been  severely  affected  by  agricultural  improvement.  Nevertheless  a  CCW  survey  of  the 
Elan  uplands  found  37-40  pairs  in  1991  compared  to  28  in  1990.  The  increase  was 
probably  due  to  wetter  weather  improving  feeding,  for  amounts  of  rainfall  in  the 
breeding  season  also  influence  numbers.  Only  2-4  pairs  were  found  on  the  Migneint  and 
2  were  found  on  the  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd  border.  The  total  Welsh  population  is 
c.60  pairs.  Summary ’  by  lolo  Williams.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  74. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subruficollis  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 
1990:  The  record  for  the  Teifi  Estuary  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  5th  is  now  rejected. 

RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

1990:  The  autumn  Estuary  counts  included  flocks  of  9  on  the  Dee  in  August  and  6  in 
September. 

1991:  A  total  of  45  recorded  from  January  to  Nov.  24th,  in  Gwent  (11),  Glamorgan  (8), 
Carmarthen  (7),  Pembroke  (7),  Ceredigion  (6),  Meirionnydd  (1)  and  Flint  (5). 
Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1123  4’  3  O’  12  13  11  2  0 


JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

The  Estuary  counts  included  an  exceptional  gathering  of  22  in  the 
Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  Carmarthen  in  February. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

98  293  416  380  317  128 

Recorded  at  70%  of  the  sites  counted  but  the  only  estuaries  to  have  significant  winter 
numbers  were  the  Dee,  winter  average  154,  and  the  Cleddau  Estuary,  winter  average 

111. 

In  Gwent  there  were  also  good  numbers  wintering  on  the  levels,  with  a  max.  of  75 
at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  in  the  early  months,  and  in  the  Usk  valley,  with  flocks  totalling 
60-70.  Elsewhere  inland  there  were  40  in  the  Wye  valley  at  Glasbury  Brecon  on  Jan.  1st 
and  72  on  Mar.  10th  and  90+  at  Rhosgoch  Radnor  on  Oct.  10th. 

In  the  breeding  season  there  were  probably  7  nests  in  the  Trefil  area  of  Mynydd 
Llangynidr  Gwent/Brecon,  13  pairs  in  4  sites  in  north  Brecon,  where  all  known  sites 
were  checked,  and  c.20  pairs  in  4  sites,  2  lowland  and  2  upland  in  Meirionnydd.  Not 
known  to  breed  in  Pembroke.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  74. 


WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

A  marked  influx  during  the  February  cold  spell  in  some  areas,  producing  for 
example  a  max.  of  1 1  at  Aberthaw,  Glamorgan  on  8th  and  12  at  Gelli  Aur  Carmarthen 
on  15th.  Roding  birds  were  noted  in  Gwent,  4  in  Wentwood  Forest  and  2  other  singles, 
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Brecon,  2  in  the  Crychan  Forest  and  Ceredigion,  one  at  Ynyshir.  It  does  not  breed  in 

Pembroke. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  only  substantial  winter  flock  recorded  by  the  Estuary  counts  during  1990/91 
was  again  on  the  Dee  estuary,  as  follows: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Dee  estuary  1221  1233  1170  464  567  53 

Not  more  than  6  noted  elsewhere.  In  the  autumn  there  were  good  numbers  at 
Penclacwydd  Carmarthen,  with  max.  of  104  in  August,  109  in  September  and  177  in 
October.  Elsewhere  there  were  small  groups  on  passage  in  Gwent,  Pembroke, 
Ceredigion  and  Meirionnydd  and  approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

5  7  3  21  12  4  90  30+  49+  1+  1  + 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  G YNFFONFRITH 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Wales  total  996  602  2759  142  1382  285 

Recorded  at  61%  of  the  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  count  at  the  main  sites  (see 

p.  5)  were:  Dee,  475;  Inland  Sea,  1 18;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  93,  Burry  Inlet,  250;  Blackpill, 

45. 

On  autumn  passage  there  were  138  in  the  Dyfl  estuary  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  9th  and 
10th  and  219  on  25th  and  1 10  in  the  Teifi  estuary  on  22nd.  In  Carmarthen  156  in  the 
Gwendraeth  on  23rd  and,  in  the  Meirionnydd  estuaries,  totals  of  313  in  September  and 
173  in  October. 

WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

1990:  The  autumn  Estuary  counts  recorded  flocks  totalling  113  in  July,  158  in  August 
and  84  in  September.  There  were  also  9  in  the  Cefni  Estuary  Anglesey  in  November  and 
2  in  December. 

1991:  recorded  from  Mar.  31st  to  Oct.  6th.  In  the  spring  co-ordinated  counts  gave  max. 
547  on  Apr.  28th  and  559  on  May  5th  along  the  Gwent  coast.  Elsewhere  there  were 
spring  max.  of  64  in  April,  124  in  May  and  30  in  June  in  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan,  65 
at  Mynydd  Sylan  Carmarthen  on  May  10th,  60  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Apr.  22nd,  59 
at  Aberarth  Ceredigion  on  27th  and  50  at  the  Teifi  estuary  on  30th.  In  the  autumn  there 
were  49  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Aug.  11th  and  45  in  the  Dyfi  estuary 
Ceredigion  on  27th.  Inland  a  scatter  of  records  included  3  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on 
Apr.  1 1th  and  100  flying  over  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  in  heavy  rain  on  Aug.  23rd. 

CURLEW  N.  arquata  GYLFINIR 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 


1990 

1991 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

9394 

9923 

10968 

10207 

7650 

30 

Wales  total 


The  species  was  recorded  at  all  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  at  the  main 
sites  (see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  2359;  Lavan  Sands,  322:  Inland  Sea,  550;  Glaslyn,  200;  Dyfi 
estuary,  633;  Cleddau  estuary,  1190;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  600;  Burry  Inlet,  1277; 
Sevem/Gwent,  760.  Inland  the  max.  in  the  Wye  valley  at  Glasbury  Brecon  was  80  on 
Jan.  5th. 

The  autumn  max.  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  were  1600  in  August  and  1300  in 
September,  whilst  there  were  also  1248  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  Ceredigion  on  Aug.  13th. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Gwent,  22  territories  at  16  sites,  a  further  decrease; 
Glamorgan  (W),  only  3  occupied  sites  reported;  Pembroke,  11-12  pairs  bred  on 
Skomer,  the  only  breeding  count  received;  Brecon,  fairly  complete  coverage  of  the  area 
from  Mynydd  Eppynt  N  found  30-33  pairs  in  7  sites;  some  decline  suspected  in  upland 
areas  of  Meirionnydd.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  74. 


SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

The  Estuary  counts  again  recorded  a  small  wintering  population,  with  birds  in  30% 
of  the  sites  counted  during  October  1990  to  March  1991.  Totals  were: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

27  17  16  5  14  6 

Passage  birds  were  noted  in  every  county  and  records  fell  between  April.  15th  and  Oct. 
10th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

1  1  0  3'  27  20  1 


REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 

1990  1991 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Wales  total  8843  10101  9189  11410  11740  6490 

The  species  was  recorded  at  all  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  at  the 
main  sites  (see  p.  5)  were:  Dee,  5350;  Cleddau  Estuary,  1052;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  351; 
Burry  Inlet;  850;  Sevem/Gwent,  940. 

An  RSPB  survey  in  1991  found  a  total  of  176-183  breeding  pairs,  only  20  (1 1%)  of 
which  were  at  inland  sites.  The  Dee  estuary  held  almost  a  third  of  this  population  and 
significant  numbers  were  also  found  on  the  estuaries  of  the  Dyfi  and  Loughor  and  in 
Gwent.  Cors  Caron  NNR  Ceredigion  was  the  most  important  inland  site,  with  6  pairs. 
Comparison  of  counts  in  6  coastal  sites  in  1985  and  1991  showed  a  58%  decrease  and 
pairs  have  disappeared  altogether  from  many  traditional  inland  sites.  Drainage,  over- 
grazing,  human  disturbance  and  spoil  dumping  seem  to  be  the  main  causes  of  decline, 
although  the  recent  series  of  dry  summers  has  probably  contributed.  Summary'  by  Iolo 
Williams.  See  also  the  paper  on  page  74. 


MARSH  SANDPIPER  T.  stagnatilis  PIBYDD  Y  GORS 

1990:  One  at  Oakenholt  Marsh  Flint  on  May  7th. 


LESSER  YELLOWLEGS  7.  flavipes  MELYNGOES  BACH 

1990:  One  at  Banc-y-Lord  Cydweli  Carmarthen  from  Sept.  27th  to  Nov.  18th  was  the 
first  county  record. 
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GREENSHANK  T.  nebular ia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

1990:  There  was  a  count  of  66  in  the  Dee  estuary  on  the  August  count. 

1991:  The  Estuary  counts  from  October  1990  to  March  1991  again  recorded  a  small 
wintering  population.  Birds  were  recorded  in  52%  of  the  sites  counted  and  monthly 
totals  were: 


1990 

1991 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

40 

34 

42 

26 

28 

The  main  wintering  sites  were  the  Lavan  Sands  (max.  1 1  in  December),  Inland  Sea 
(max.  5  in  December),  Foryd  Bay  (max.  9  in  November)  and  Cleddau  Estuary  (max.  16 
in  December). 

Small  numbers  on  passage,  spanning  the  period  Apr.  17th  to  Oct.  25th  with  records 
in  every  county.  The  max.  recorded  were  13  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  Gwent  on  Aug. 
27th,  a  peak  of  49  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in  September  and  13  in  the  Dyfi  estuary 
Ceredigion  on  Sept.  22nd. 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

A  total  of  24  recorded  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  17  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in 
Gwent  (7  and  3),  Glamorgan  (4  in  the  early  months)  Carmarthen  (7  and  11), 
Pembroke  (4  and  2),  Brecon  (one  each  end  of  the  year)  and  Meirionnydd  (one  in  the 
early  months).  The  species  was  recorded  in  every  county  on  passage  but  records  are  very 
incomplete,  although  no  more  than  4  seen  at  any  site. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

Recorded  in  Carmarthen,  with  singles  at  Bynea  on  May  27th,  Ffairfach  on  30th 
and  Dinefwr  Ponds  on  Aug.  27th,  and  Clwyd  with  singles  in  September  and  on  Oct. 
2nd,  sites  unknown. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIB  YDD  Y  DORLAN 

Wintering  birds  were  recorded  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  at  each  end  of  the  year 
and  at  Gobion  in  December;  at  the  Cleddau  estuary  Pembroke  there  were  up  to  6  at  each 
end  of  the  year;  and  there  was  one  in  the  Mawddach  estuary  Meirionnydd  in  the  early 
months. 

In  the  breeding  season  13  territorial  pairs  counted  on  R.  Usk  in  Gwent  and  57-58  on 
R.  Tywi  in  Carmarthen  between  Llandovery  and  Carmarthen.  See  also  the  paper  on 
page  74. 

TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1990  to 
March  1991  were: 


Oct. 

1990 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1991 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Wales  total 

1706 

1 103 

1073 

1515 

1616 

1 339 

Recorded  at  91%  of  the  sites  counted  and  the  average  winter  counts  at  the  main  sites  (see 
p.  5)  were:  Dee,  485;  Clwyd  coast,  162;  Lavan  Sands,  48;  Foryd  Bay,  68;  Cleddau 
estuary,  72;  Tywi/Gwendraeth,  73;  Burry  Inlet,  205;  Blackpill,  140;  Severn/Gwent,  73. 

WILSON’S  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  tricolor  LLYDANDROED  WILSON 

One  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on  Sept.  29th. 
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GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

In  Glamorgan  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Aug.  23rd.  an  adult  in  summer  plumage  at 
Eglwys  Nunnydd  Res.  on  24th  and  a  bird  there  on  Sept.  24th  and  25th.  Two  off 
Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Sept.  24th  and  2  on  Nov.  4th,  with  2  at  Aberystwyth 
Ceredigion  on  the  3rd. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus  SGIWEN  FRECH 

One  off  Pendine  Carmarthen  on  May  12th  was  the  third  county  record,  and  there 
were  5  off  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  the  28th,  an  unusually  large  number  for  the  spring. 

There  were  some  exceptional  autumn  movements.  The  first  was  one  off  Mumbles 
Glamorgan  on  June  30th,  with  a  light  phase  adult  there  on  July  12th  and  a  third  bird  on 
Nov.  2nd.  There  were  also  singles  off  Cardigan  Island  Ceredigion  on  July  30th  and  off 
Gwbert  on  Sept.  8th.  The  main  passage  was  off  Pembroke,  where  the  first  was  one  off 
Skokholm  on  Aug.  8th  and  2  more  were  seen  there  on  Sept.  1 1th  and  21st.  Off  Strumble 
Head  there  was  a  total  of  21  between  Aug.  24th  and  Oct.  14th,  followed  by  an 
exceptional  97  on  Oct.  17th,  which  was  eclipsed  by  130  on  18th.  Finally  there  were  54 
more  on  4  dates  between  20th  and  Nov.  4th,  making  a  remarkable  autumn  total  of  302. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  S.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Recorded  in  Welsh  waters  from  Apr.  20th  (2  at  Skokholm  Pembroke)  to  Dec.  22nd 
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(one  at  Blackrock,  Gwent).  The  main  movements  were  seen,  as  usual,  off  Pembroke, 
where  autumn  passage  was  recorded  from  July  16th  to  Nov.  3rd  and  totalled  268  off 
Strumble  Head  on  36  dates,  with  a  peak  of  71  on  Sept.  15th;  there  was  one  there  on  Dec. 
20th.  Inland  2  flew  up  Cwm  Doethie  Carmarthen/Ceredigion  on  June  13th. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  5.  longicauda  SGIWEN  LOSTFAIN 

Unusual  numbers  were  recorded  in  autumn.  There  was  a  juvenile  at  Burry  Port 
Carmarthen  on  Sept.  14th,  the  first  county  record,  one  off  Skomer  Pembroke  on  the 
same  day  and  one  off  Lavemock  Point  Glamorgan  on  16th.  Otherwise  records  came 
from  Strumble  Head  Pembroke,  where  a  total  of  74  passed  on  17  dates  between  Sept. 
7th  and  Oct.  18th,  with  a  max.  of  18  on  Sept.  15th. 

GREAT  SKUA  5.  skua  SGIWEN  EAWR 

1990:  In  Glamorgan  singles  in  the  Rhymney  estuary  on  Feb.  6th  and  8th  and  picked  up 
dead  at  Nash  Point  on  Mar.  17th. 

1991:  As  with  other  skuas  widely  recorded  around  the  coast,  with  higher  numbers  than 
usual.  There  were  records  from  Jan.  6th  (Strumble  Head  Pembroke)  to  Dec.  20th  (also 
Strumble  Head).  Outside  the  main  autumn  movement  off  Strumble  Head  (below)  20  or 
more  were  recorded  in  January  (2),  April  (2),  June  (1),  July-November,  13  or  more.  In 
the  autumn  off  Strumble  Head  a  total  of  221  recorded  on  30  dates  between  July  23rd  and 
Nov.  4th,  with  max.  of  40  on  Sept.  29th  and  50  on  Oct.  17th. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Lams  melanocephalus  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
Recorded  throughout  the  year  in  all  coastal  counties  from  which  records  were 
received,  with  approximate  totals  of  Gwent  12,  Glamorgan  c.60,  Carmarthen  11, 
Pembroke  5,  Ceredigion  1 1,  Meirionnydd  2  and  Clwyd  (6).  Most  were  actually  on  the 
coast  but  there  were  inland  records  in  winter  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  and  Llandegfedd  Res. 
Gwent  and  Eglwys  Nunnydd  Res.  and  Crymlyn  Bog  Glamorgan.  Not  reported  from 
any  inland  county  however.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Max  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

10  20  15  5  6  4  12  28  14  8  9  14 

Where  age  was  recorded  adults  dominated  the  records  in  February  and  March.  A  colour- 
ringed  bird,  ringed  in  Holland  as  a  nestling  in  1990,  was  seen  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan 
on  Aug.  15th. 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

Recorded  from  every  county  providing  records  except  Montgomery.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  estimate  the  true  numbers  of  this  species  but  approximate  monthly  totals 
show  the  pattern  and  scale  of  occurrence  clearly. They  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
adults  3307  12  0  00  0  1  0 

immatures  763330038  02  2 

age?  2  4  8  1  0  0  17  2  4  16 

In  addition  a  total  of  20  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  13  dates  between  Sept.  1st 
and  Nov.  16th,  max.  of  6  on  Nov,  4th.  The  winter  records  included  a  group  of  3  adults 
and  6  immatures  off  the  hot  water  outfall  at  Breaksea  Power  Station  Glamorgan  from 
Jan.  3rd  to  Feb.  24th  and  13  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Dec.  20th. 
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SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini  GWYLAN  SABINE 

Single  immatures  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Aug.  24th  and  Sept.  16th 
and  17th. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  BEN  I)  DU 

Breeding  counts  received  were  60  pairs  at  Seven  Sisters  Glamorgan  and,  in 
Brecon,  125  pairs  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach,  41  pairs  at  Brechfa  Pool  and  150  pairs  at  Caban 
Coch  Res. 

There  was  a  roost  of  3000  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Mar.  3rd  and  monthly 
counts  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  gave  the  following  total: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Max  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

2830  4630  1610  1  10  29  150  3040  3700  3010  2310  6320  5860 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

1987:  One  at  Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  on  Dec.  20th. 

1991:  Only  7  records  were  received,  probably  much  underestimating  the  true  situation, 
although  records  continued  to  be  concentrated  in  S  Wales,  in  Glamorgan  (5)  and 
Pembroke  (2).  There  were  3  in  February  and  singles  in  March,  April,  May  and  July. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

Rooftop  breeding  pairs  were  noted  in  Newport  Gwent,  with  1  1  young  on  IMI’s 
Stanton  works;  in  Cardiff,  Penarth,  Barry,  2  stores  in  Swansea,  Bagley  Bay  Chemical 
Works  (25  pairs)  and  Port  Talbot  in  Glamorgan;  and  21  pairs  in  Herbrandston 
Pembroke.  In  addition  a  pair  were  successful  well  inland  at  Llwynypia  in  the  Rhondda 
Glamorgan. 

More  conventional  colony  counts  were  15,000  pairs  on  Skomer  Pembroke  and 
3808  nests  with  eggs  producing  650  young  on  Skokholm;  c.1500  pairs  on  Cardigan 
Island  Ceredigion,  a  further  increase. 

The  few  counts  from  winter  roosts  suggest  that  these  are  largely  on  fresh  water 
reservoirs  or  lakes.  The  largest  noted  were  300  on  Ynysyfro  Res.  Gwent  on  Jan.  14th 
and  600  on  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Oct.  13th. 

HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

The  only  breeding  counts  received  were  from  Pembroke,  with  450  pairs  on 
Skomer,  302  nests  with  eggs  on  Skokholm  and  49  pairs  breeding  on  roof-tops  at 
Herbrandston. 

There  was  a  roost  of  170  at  Pontsticill  Res.  Brecon  on  Dec.  22nd. 

Single  individuals  of  one  of  the  yellow-legged  races  were  noted  on  the  Gwent 
Levels  on  Jan.  26th  and  27th,  June  9th  and  Aug.  26th  and  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Sept. 
12th;  one  at  Llanelli  Sandy  Water  Park  Carmarthen  from  Nov.  17th  to  Dec.  29th. 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

1990:  In  Glamorgan  there  were  additional  records  of  singles  at  Porthcawl  from  Jan.  3rd 
to  Feb.  9th,  Cardiff  on  June  16th  and  a  second  on  the  Taff/Ely  Estuary  on  Dec.  27th. 
1991:  Records  are  incomplete  but  c.13  were  reported,  all  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  in 
Glamorgan  (9- 1 1 ),  Pembroke  ( 1 )  and  Pembroke/Ceredigion  ( 1 ).  Monthly  totals  were: 
Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June 
0  3  3  4  21 
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GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Records  for  every  month  except  May,  from  Glamorgan  c.16,  Carmarthen  2, 
Pembroke  3-4,  Ceredigion  3+  and  Clwyd  (3).  Exactly  how  many  birds  were  involved 
is  unclear  because  some  may  move  about  quite  widely.  Where  age  was  noted  80%  of  the 
records  were  for  first  year  birds.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

7  14  6  4  O’  1  12  1  1  3  2 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAE 

In  Pembroke  42  pairs  on  Skomer  and  19  on  Skokholm. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

Counts  at  breeding  colonies  were  150  pairs  at  Devils  Trick  on  the  Gower  coast 
Glamorgan  and  98  at  Worms  Head;  many  young  were  taken  by  Peregrines  at  the  former 
site.  In  Pembroke  125  nests  on  Grassholm  and  2446  on  Skomer. 

Inland  one  picked  up  dead  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  Brecon  on  Jan.  10th  and  one  seen  at 
Ynysyfro  Res.  Gwent  on  1 1th. 

ROYAL  TERN  Sterna  maxima  MORWENNOL  FA  WR 

1987:  One  off  Mumbles  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  21st,  the  second  Welsh  record. 

SANDWICH  TERN  5.  sandvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

On  Anglesey  c.600  pairs  bred  at  one  site,  rearing  330  young.  One  other  pair  at 
another  site  failed.  Summary  by  Graham  Williams.  A  passage  max.  of  200  on  the  Dyfi 
estuary  Ceredigion  on  Aug.  27th  was  about  the  average  and  there  was  a  max.  of  100  at 
Burry  Port  Carmarthen  on  Sept.  17th. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

1990:  One  at  Porthcawl  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  9th. 

1991:  The  breeding  population  collapsed  and  only  5  pairs  were  found,  at  2  sites,  3  young 
were  raised.  Summary  by  Graham  Williams. 

COMMON  TERN  S.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

A  total  of  407-432  pairs  bred  in  6  colonies  in  Anglesey  and  Flint;  366  young  at 
least  were  known  to  have  fledged,  a  much  better  breeding  season  than  1990.  Summary  by 
Graham  Williams. 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  pciradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  total  of  c.l  1 15  pairs  in  5  colonies  on  Anglesey;  775  young  were  known  to  have 
fledged,  making  it,  as  with  Common  Tern,  a  much  better  breeding  season  than  1990. 
Summary  by  Graham  Williams. 

COMMON/ARCTIC  TERN 

There  was  a  major  movement  up  the  Bristol  Channel  off  Gwent  in  strong  NE  w  inds 
in  early  May,  involving  455  on  4th  and  765+,  including  a  single  flock  of  c.450,  on  5th. 

LITTLE  TERN  S.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  F  EC  HAN 

The  single  colony,  in  Flint,  held  40+  pairs  which  fledged  c.30  young,  a  better  result 
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than  in  1990.  Nevertheless  5  nests  were  lost  to  high  tides  and  the  colony  suffered 
predation  from  a  male  Kestrel  and  stoats.  Summary  by  Graham  Williams. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

A  total  of  58  recorded,  in  Gwent  (4),  Glamorgan  (21),  Carmarthen  ( 1 ), 
Pembroke  (23),  Ceredigion  (3),  Brecon  (1)  and  Clwyd  (5).  There  were  no  large 
movements;  13  spring  records  fell  between  Apr.  22nd  and  June  1st  and  45  autumn  birds 
between  Aug.  1st  and  Oct.  8th.  The  largest  group  was  6  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  on  Oct. 


3rd.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

3  5’  7  O’ 

12 

23  8 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge 

GWYFOG 

Breeding  counts  received  were  146  birds  on  ledges  at  Worms  Head  Glamorgan, 
and,  in  Pembroke,  301  incubating  birds  on  Skokholm,  7516  birds  on  ledges  on  Skomer 
and  499  on  Grassholm.  A  sample  count  at  the  Stack  Rocks  showed  a  10%  increase  cf 
1990. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

In  Pembroke  383  incubating  birds  on  Skokholm  and  2989  on  ledges  on  Skomer. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle  GWYLOG  DDU 

Singles  off  Giltar  Pembroke  on  Jan.  12th  and  in  summer  plumage  in  Oxwich  Bay 
Glamorgan  on  Apr.  30th  and  near  Porthmadog  Meirionnydd  on  Nov.  22nd  were  the 
only  records  received. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle  CARFIL  BACH 

There  was  a  small  ‘wreck"  in  January,  when  a  total  of  17  was  recorded  along  the 
coast  from  Porthcawl  Glamorgan  to  Morfa  Harlech  Meirionnydd.  Ten  were  picked  up 
dead,  so  may  have  arrived  in  Welsh  waters  earlier  than  found.  Birds  were  recorded  in 
Glamorgan,  2  or  3  (one  dead),  Ceredigion,  one  (and  one  long  dead  on  Mar.  9th), 
Pembroke  7  (4  dead),  Meirionnydd,  4  (all  dead). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  2  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  17th  and  2  on  Nov. 
4th.  Single  birds  at  Oxwich  Bay  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  6th  and  Port  Talbot  on  10th,  which 
was  released  at  Kenfig  Pool  the  next  day,  and  in  a  garden  in  Llandrindod  Wells  Radnor 
on  Dec.  23rd. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAF 

In  Pembroke  a  max.  of  4432  birds  on  Skokholm  and  5000-6000  pairs  estimated  on 
Skomer. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

Small  numbers  (fewer  than  10)  were  recorded  in  Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen 
and  Pembroke  during  late  April  to  July  but  apparently  only  in  Gwent  was  breeding 
probable  and  any  site  with  more  than  one  pair/bird  noted;  there  were  2  pairs  at  Trelleck. 
None  was  found  in  all  Powys  nor  in  Meirionnydd  and  3  at  Ynyshir  on  May  3rd  was  the 
only  record  for  Ceredigion.  There  were  single  migrants  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Sept. 
6th  and  Oct.  1st  and  at  Skokholm  on  Sept.  20th.  One  at  Talacre  Flint  on  July  2nd. 
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BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  TYLLUAN  WEN 

Of  65  sites  found  occupied  during  the  Gwynedd  survey  since  1985,  19  were 
occupied  in  1991,  compared  to  27  in  1990;  13  new  sites  were  also  found  in  1991, 
making  a  total  of  32  occupied  nests  in  all.  The  most  marked  change  was  in  Mon,  with  a 
decline  from  20  to  11.  Although  some  were  certainly  unoccupied,  however,  not  all 
known  sites  were  visited.  There  were  13  nests  in  Meirionnydd  and  8  in  Caernarfon. 
Altogether  53  chicks  were  ringed  in  15  nests  which  had  broods  of  2  (n=3),  3  (5),  4  (4),  5 
(2)  and  6(1).  The  breeding  season  was  early  and  2  pairs  laid  second  clutches.  Summary 
by  Duncan  Brown. 

Elsewhere  14  pairs  were  found  in  a  survey  of  the  Brecon  Beacons  National  Park,  in 
Brecon  (8),  Gwent  (2)  and  Carmarthen  (1)  and  breeding  was  also  recorded  in  3  sites  in 
lowland  Gwent,  with  birds  present  in  5  more.  It  was  a  good  year  in  Ceredigion,  with  a 
vole  plague  producing  widespread  records  of  excellent  breeding  success.  Breeding  was 
also  noted  in  Pembroke,  elsewhere  in  Brecon  and  in  Radnor,  where  the  February  cold 
was  probably  responsible  for  a  decline  from  2 1  known  pairs  to  6. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  FACH 

Although  rather  few  records  were  received,  the  species  was  noted  as  expanding  its 
range  in  Pembroke,  with  5  new  localities  noted,  and  Ceredigion,  where  it  is  spreading 
inland  from  its  main  coastal  range.  A  pair  bred  at  320m  in  Radnor,  unusually  high. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

The  only  possible  breeding  pair  reported  was  one  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  NR 
Montgomery.  Otherwise  there  was  one  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  Gwent  from  Mar.  14th 
to  29th;  singles  at  Wentlooge  Levels  and  Kenfig  Glamorgan  in  January;  in  Pembroke, 
singles  at  Skomer  on  Oct.  4th  and  at  Bushford  on  Nov.  24th  (dead)  and  3  at  Colby  Moor 
from  mid  December;  one  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  10th  and  1-3  at  Rhosgoch 
NNR  Radnor  from  Oct.  1 1th  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

Over  half  the  small  Welsh  breeding  population  is  concentrated  on  3  sites.  The 
RSPB  is  doing  a  desk  study  of  the  population  in  1992  and  would  welcome  any  breeding 
records. 

In  1991  there  were  2  pairs,  rearing  7  young,  on  Skomer  Pembroke  and  another  pair 
in  a  mainland  site  there  in  April  and  May:  5  pairs/birds  were  noted  in  Radnor  in  3  sites. 
There  was  a  single  pair  in  Montgomery  in  May  and  4-6  pairs  were  noted,  in  3  sites,  in 

Meirionnydd. 

Wintering  birds  were  fairly  widely  present,  particularly  on  the  coast,  but  the  largest 
concentrations  were  only  7  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  on  Dec.  24th  and  3  at  Burry  Port 
Glamorgan  on  the  27th. 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus  TROELLWR  MAWR 

Breeding  season  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent,  Ebbw  Forest  6  males, 
Chepstow  Park  Wood  4,  Trelleck  area  4,  Wentwood  2;  Glamorgan  (S  &  M),  1-3  pairs 
in  one  site;  Glamorgan  (W),  13-17  males  in  1 1  sites;  these  were  all  clear-felled  forestry 
except  one  area  of  regeneration  following  a  bum;  heights  ranged  from  213-366m  ASL, 
mean  280.  Carmarthen,  2  males  in  the  Crychan  Forest  and  one  at  Abergorlech; 
Ceredigion,  single  males  at  Ynyshir  from  June  5th  to  July  3rd  and  at  Llanfihangel-y- 
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creuddyn  in  late  July;  Brecon,  6  males  in  the  Crychan  Forest,  all  in  clear-fell  or  very 
young  plantations  at  c.320m.  The  first  breeding  season  records  for  N  Brecon  for  at  least 
30  years,  they  were  nevertheless  only  a  mile  from  a  site  regularly  occupied  in  the  1920s. 
Montgomery,  a  male  at  Staylittle  in  June  and  July;  Meirionnydd,  a  total  of  19-20  males 
located  in  a  preliminary  survey. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  Apus  melba  GWENNOL  DDU’R  ALP  A  U 

One  at  Monmouth  Gwent  on  Apr.  1 1th. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y  DORLAN 

Following  the  February  cold  spell,  stated  to  have  declined  in  Gwent.  Nevertheless 
recorded  from  15  sites  there  in  the  breeding  season,  including  6  along  R.  Usk  from 
Llanhowell  to  Llanwenarth.  Other  counts  were  10  pairs  along  the  R.  Tywi  Carmarthen 
between  Llandovery  and  Carmarthen;  7  nests  along  R.  Severn  from  Leighton  to 
Llandinam  Montgomery  and  4  on  the  Dee  between  the  confluence  of  the  Clywedog  and 
SJ4 16474  in  Clwyd. 

ROLLER  Coracias  garrulus  RHOLYDD 

One  near  Panteg  Pembroke  from  Aug.  2nd  to  1 1th. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops  COPOG 

Records  received  only  from  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (4),  Ceredigion  (3)  and 
Clwyd  ( 1 ).  All  except  one  were  for  the  spring  between  Mar.  26th  and  May  28th;  there 
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was  one  at  Penberi  Pembroke  on  July  16th.  Monthly  totals  in  spring  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May 

2  4  3’ 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopus  minor 

CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 

Rather  few  records  for  this  scarce  (?and  overlooked)  species  in  Wales  but  it  is 
expanding  its  range  in  Pembroke,  where  there  were  records  from  5  new  localities. 
Noted  from  5  localities  in  Meirionnydd. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  PENGAM 

Recorded  only  from  Brecon,  one  at  Llanhamlach  on  Apr.  21st,  and  from 
Pembroke,  with  singles  on  Dinas  Island  on  June  8th  and  Skokholm  on  Sept.  15th  to 
19th,  23rd  and  25th/26th. 

WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

Singles  at  Merthyr  Mawr  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  4th  and  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Mar. 
28th  were  the  only  records. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

Some  very  large  passage  flocks  were  noted  in  Pembroke,  with  c.400  at  St.  Ann’s 
Head  on  Oct.  26th,  700  on  Skomer  and  200  on  Skokholm  on  30th  and  c.3000  at  Marloes 
on  Nov.  23rd. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLEN  NY DD 

Although  breeding  numbers  were  thought  to  be  lower  than  in  1990  in  Gwent, 
there  were  140  nest  holes  in  2  sites  along  the  R.  Usk  at  Gobion  and,  further  upstream, 
27  at  Llanfoist,  45  at  Abergavenny  and  88  at  Llanwenarth.  Further  upstream,  in 
Brecon,  there  were  2  colonies,  of  30  pairs  and  8-10  pairs,  at  Gilwem.  In  Pembroke  2 
long-standing  colonies  were  deserted  for  the  first  time  since  records  have  been  kept 
but  in  Meirionnydd  numbers  were  thought  to  be  stable.  There  were  also  breeding 
colonies  on  the  R.  Severn  at  Y  Gaer  and  Caersws  in  Montgomery,  as  well  as  on  the 
R.  Vymwy. 

On  passage  there  were  max.  counts  of  400  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Apr. 
30th  and  200  on  Aug.  31st  and  300  at  West  Pill  Gwent  on  Sept.  7th. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW  Hirundo  daurica  GWENNOL  DINGOCH 

1990:  One  at  Mynydd  Rhiw  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  29th. 

TAWNY  PIPIT  Anthus  campestris  CORHEDYDD  MELYN 

One  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Oct.  11th  and  12th,  and  one  at  Nash  Point 
Glamorgan  on  Aug.  3 1  st. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

Sixty-one  pairs  bred  on  Skokholm  Pembroke.  Single  birds  of  the  race  littoralis 
were  seen  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  Mar.  1st  and  Skokholm  on  Apr.  2nd  and 
21st. 
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WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinolettci  CORHEDYDD  Y  DWR 

About  21  were  recorded  in  Gwent  (11+),  Glamorgan  (3),  Carmarthen  (4)  and 
Brecon  (2).  Three  were  perhaps  wintering  in  the  early  months,  with  2  at 
Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  Feb.  2nd  and  one  in  the  Ogmore  estuary  Glamorgan 
on  24th;  there  was  one  in  the  latter  area  on  Dec.  23rd  and  another  in  the  Taff/Ely  on 
the  28th.  Otherwise  noted  on  spring  passage  in  March  (9)  and  April  (10)  up  to  the 
14th. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  SIGLEN  FELEN 

Breeding  birds  were  reported  as  follows:  Gwent.  10  pairs  along  2km  of  R.  Usk 
above  Pant-y-goitre  and  pairs  in  5  other  sites;  Carmarthen,  possibly  single  pairs  in  2 
sites  in  the  Tywi  valley;  Radnor,  several  pairs  in  the  Wye  valley  near  Glasbury; 
Montgomery,  frequent  along  the  Severn  valley,  for  example  14-18  pairs  from 
Llandinam  to  Y  Gaer;  Clwyd,  6  pairs  along  the  Dee  valley  from  the  confluence  of  the 
Clewedog  to  SJ4 15488.  No  breeding  pairs  found  in  Glamorgan,  Pembroke, 
Ceredigion  or  Meirionnydd. 

Large  autumn  concentrations  of  passage  birds  were  40-60  on  several  sites  on  the 
Gwent  levels  in  early  September,  a  max  of  350  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Glamorgan  on 
17th  and,  inland,  53  at  Glasbury,  Brecon  on  Aug.  12th. 

Single  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  flava  at  Colliston  Pill  Gwent  on 
May  12th  and  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  1 1th  and  27th;  one  showing  the  characters  of  the 
race  thunbergi  at  Gobion  Gwent  on  30th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  LWYD 

Surveys  of  river  birds  showed  1991  to  be  a  poor  breeding  season,  following  the 
February  cold  spell,  and  the  numbers  caught  in  the  autumn  were  well  down  as  a  result; 
see  also  Ringing  Report,  page  49. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

Major  roosts  reported  were  of  400  on  the  Trostre  Tinplate  works  Llanelli 
Carmarthen  and  300+  in  Phragmites  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon. 

Passage  of  birds  of  the  race  alba  was  noted  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  from  Mar.  24th 
to  May  29th  and  from  Aug.  19th  to  Sept.  15th,  with  a  max  of  120  on  Sept.  9th.  Also 
noted  through  Meirionnydd  between  Apr.  23rd  and  May  9th,  including  a  flock  of  95  at 
Aberdysynni  on  Apr.  17th. 

WAX  WING  Bombycilla  garrulus  CYNFFON  SIDAN 

In  Glamorgan  singles  at  Birchgrove  Cardiff  on  Jan.  26th  and  Thornhill  on  Feb.  5th 
and  6th,  7  at  Scully  on  Feb.  1st  and  one  at  St.  Athan  on  9th. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  DWR 

For  the  second  successive  year  the  proportion  of  young  birds  ringed  in  the  autumn 
was  low,  indicating  either  a  poor  breeding  success  and/or  high  fledgling  mortality.  The 
February  cold  spell  apparently  did  not  greatly  affect  numbers  as  pairs  bred  in  all  but  3  or 
4  of  100  known  sites  on  tributaries  of  the  Rs.  Wye,  Usk,  Tywi  and  Severn.  S.  J. 
Ormerod  &  S.  J.  Tyler. 

A  survey  of  the  Grwyne  Fawr  and  Fechan  system  in  the  Black  Mountains 
Breeon/Gwent  found  that  33  breeding  atempts  raised  a  total  of  130-135  young;  11 
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breeding  attempts  failed  and  15  pairs  raised  2  broods.  See  also  the  note  on  page  87.  In 
Montgomery  5  out  of  6  pairs  on  R.  Mule  were  double-brooded. 

ROBIN  Erithacus  rubecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

Of  several  dead  birds  picked  up  at  the  S.  Bishop  Light  Pembroke  on  Oct.  12th,  one 
had  been  ringed  in  Belgium. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megarhynchos  EOS 

Singles  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  June  2nd,  Sept.  7th- 10th  and  13th- 17th  and  at 
Skomer  on  the  2nd. 

BLUETHROAT  L.  svecica  BRONLAS 

1989:  One  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  svecica  in  Radnor  near  Kington  on  May 
27th. 

WHITE-THROATED  ROBIN  Irania  gutturalis  ROBIN  GYDDFWYN 

1990:  One  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  during  May  27th-30th  was  the  first  Welsh  record. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruros  TINGOCH  DU 

A  scattering  of  records  at  each  end  of  the  year  in  Gwent  (2),  Glamorgan  (3), 
Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (4)  and  Cardigan  (1).  By  month  birds  were  seen  in 
February  (3),  March  (1)  and  November  and  December  (8).  In  addition  a  small  spring  and 
autumn  passage  was  noted  through  Pembroke  between  Mar.  14th  and  Apr.  26th,  and 
Oct.  12th  and  30th. 

STONECHAT  Saxicola  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

Breeding  reports  came  from  Gwent,  5  pairs  in  4  sites  on  the  hills  and  breeding  was 
possible  in  2  others;  Ceredigion,  a  marked  lack  of  breeding  pairs  on  the  coast  and  2 
pairs  at  Cors  Caron  the  only  ones  inland;  Brecon,  a  pair  raised  2  or  3  broods  in  the 
Crychan  Forest,  2  pairs  on  Camgafallt  and  a  female,  at  least,  summering  on  Craig  Cerrig 
Gleisiad;  Montgomery,  2  pairs  bred  at  Dyfi  Junction;  Meirionnydd,  an  increase  in  both 
coastal  and  inland  areas  compared  to  1990,  possibly  as  the  result  of  better  coverage. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

Some  breeding  counts  were:  Gwent,  3  pairs  on  the  Blorenge,  6  at  Trefil,  8  at 
Gamclochdy  and  5  at  Mynydd-y-gam-fawr;  Pembroke,  18  pairs  on  Skokholm  and  40 
on  Skomer. 

RING  OUSEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

In  the  breeding  season  there  were  3-4  pairs  at  the  Trefil  quarries  Gwent  but  none 
reported  elsewhere  in  that  county;  birds  were  found  in  3  sites  only  in  Brecon;  in  Radnor 
an  estimate  of  28+  pairs  included  12  pairs  on  Hamdden’s  Elan  Valley  Estate;  in 
Meirionnydd  60  possible  or  confirmed  territories  were  located,  which  brought  the  total 
number  of  known  sites  used  since  1971  to  89.  None  was  reported  breeding  in 
Glamorgan  (S  &  M)  despite  much  suitable-looking  habitat. 

FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

There  was  a  substantial  influx  in  the  early  months,  particularly  noted  in 
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Glamorgan,  Radnor  and  Meirionnydd  where  800  flew  S  over  Aberdysynni  in  2  hours 
on  Feb.  7th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  numbers  were  well  down  in  N  Brecon  following 
failure  of  the  hawthorn  berry  crop  after  June  frosts.  Elsewhere  the  max.  flocks  noted 
were  200  at  Goldcliff,  Gwent,  500  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  and  300  at  the  Usk  Res. 
Brecon  in  November. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADEN 

A  substantial  influx  in  the  early  months,  particularly  in  Gwent,  Carmarthen  and 
Meirionnydd.  Counts  in  Gwent  included  2000  at  St.  Brides  on  Jan.  4th  and  at  Skirrid 
Fach  on  6th  and  1500  at  Goldcliff  on  Feb.  2nd.  But  there  were  also  widespread  flocks  of 
up  to  300. 

Numbers  were  well  down  in  several  areas  at  the  end  of  the  year.  For  example  in  N 
Brecon  the  rowan  berry  crop  failed,  also  as  the  result  of  June  frost,  and  only  one  flock  of 
more  than  100  was  seen. 

CETTFS  WARBLER  Cettia  cettia  TELOR  CETTI 

This  species  is  slowly  expanding  its  range  in  S.  Wales  and  there  were  records  from 
4  counties:  Glamorgan  (W),  present  at  Oxwich  Marsh  but  exact  status  unknown; 
Carmarthen,  singing  and  probably  breeding  at  Ffrwd  Fen  NR,  Ashpits  Pond,  Pwll  and 
Witchett  Pool  and  also  found  in  a  new  site  at  Pinged  in  May;  Pembroke,  present  in  3 
breeding  sites  all  year;  Ceredigion,  3  singing  males  at  Pentwd  marshes  from  March  to 
May. 

There  was  also  one  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Sept.  10th. 

LANCEOLATED  WARBLER  Locustella  lanceolata  TELOR  RHESOG 

1990:  One  trapped  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  18th  was  the  first  Welsh  record. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  L.  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

In  N.  Brecon  7  singing  males  in  the  Crychan  Forest  and  a  total  of  10  others  in  7 
sites  elsewhere;  the  species  is  probably  increasing  again  after  a  period  of  low  numbers  in 
the  mid  1980s. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

In  Gwent  singing  males  were  noted  around  oil-seed  rape  at  Llanbadoc  in  May. 
Only  4  males  were  found  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in  June  cf  11  in  1990,  and  a  50% 
decline  was  noted  at  Pwllcrochan  Constant  Effort  Site  Pembroke. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

The  reed-bed  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  held  ‘a  very  large  number’  of  singing  males  on 
May  18th  and  10  were  found  between  Peterstone/Wentlooge  and  Coedkemew  (18  in 
1990),  3  of  them  associated  with  oil-seed  rape.  Only  one  singing  male  was  found  at 
Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  cf  4  in  1990  and  numbers  at  Pwllcrochan  CES  were  also 
50%  down.  In  Ceredigion  breeding  only  in  the  Teifi  and  Dyfi  marshes  but  no  counts 
available  for  1991.  In  Radnor  pairs  bred  at  Llan  Bwch-llyn  and  along  the  R.  Wye  below 
Glasbury.  As  usual  small  numbers  breeding  in  2  sites  in  Meirionnydd. 

GREAT  REED  WARBLER  A.  arundinaceus  TELOR  MA  WR  Y  CYRS 

One  trapped  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  22nd. 
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ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina  TELOR  AUR 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Aug.  24th  and  25th.  One  controlled  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  on  Aug.  24th  had  been  ringed  at  Barrow  in  Furness  Cumbria  6  days  earlier. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta  TELOR  PER 

Singles  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  1st  and  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  29th  and 
30th. 

BARRED  WARBLER  Sylvia  nisoria  TELOR  RHESOG 

One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  8th. 

WHITETHROAT  S.  communis  LLWYDFRON 

A  male  wintered  at  Haverfordwest  Pembroke,  being  present  from  January  to  April. 

BLACKCAP  S.  atricapilla  TELOR  PEND  DU 

Only  winter  records  of  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor  are  dealt  with  here. 
Altogether  65  wintering  birds  were  noted  in  January  and  February  and  22  in  December, 
in  Gwent,  27  &  10;  Carmarthen,  9  &  5;  Pembroke,  26  &  6  and  Ceredigion.  3  and 
one.  The  extent  to  which  the  few  seen  may  underestimate  numbers  actually  present  is 
suggested  by  records  from  Gwent,  where  some  of  the  birds  were  only  seen  during  cold 
spells  in  February  and  December,  when  they  appeared  at  bird-tables,  and  from 
Pembroke,  where  18  individuals  were  trapped  and  ringed  at  Stackpole  in  February. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inomatus  TELOR  AELFELYN 

One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  12th. 

RADDE’S  WARBLER  Ph.  schwarzi  TELOR  RADDE 

1990:  One  trapped  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  18th,  the  third  Welsh  record. 

WOOD  WARBLER  Ph.  sibilatrix  TELOR  Y  COED 

As  well  as  breeding  commonly  in  deciduous  woods  in  Brecon,  this  species  is  now 
increasingly  breeding  in  coniferous  forest,  mainly  mature  larch  but  also  in  stands  of 
large  sitka.  At  least  29  singing  males  were  found  in  such  habitat  around  Llanwrtyd 
Wells,  Llangammarch  Wells  and  Usk  Res.  Several  singing  males  were  also  found  in  2 
stands  of  pure  sitka  in  Pembroke. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIFF-SAEF 

Wintering  birds  only  are  given.  About  16  were  recorded  in  January  and  February 
and  9  in  December,  in  Gwent,  3  &  4;  Glamorgan  (W),  7  early;  Carmarthen,  one  &  3; 
Pembroke,  5  &  2. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Ph.  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYG 

A  very  early  bird,  possibly  wintering,  seen  and  heard  singing  at  Stackpole 
Pembroke  on  Feb.  9th. 

GOLDCREST  Regulus  regulus  DR  YW  EURBEN 

The  February  cold  spell  severely  reduced  the  breeding  population  and  sharp 
declines  were  noted  in  Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Pembroke,  Ceredigion,  Brecon  and 
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Meirionnydd.  Counts  suggested  a  75%  decline  in  Wentwood  Gwent.  Very  few  noted 
on  passage  in  the  autumn-see  ringing  report  on  page  49. 

FIRECREST  R.  ignicapillus  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

It  is  sad  to  report  the  disappearance  of  the  Gwent  breeding  population  in  1991; 
none  could  be  found  at  any  site,  possibly  the  result  of  the  February  cold. 

Otherwise  a  total  of  24  recorded  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (6),  Carmarthen  (4), 
Pembroke  (11),  Ceredigion  (1)  and  Meirionnydd  (1).  There  was  no  evidence  of  spring 
passage,  all  the  17  records  in  the  early  months  being  of  apparently  wintering  birds  in 
January  and  February.  The  records  included  a  total  of  4  trapped  and  ringed  at  Stackpole 
Pembroke  up  to  Feb.  19th.  Five  autumn  passage  birds  noted,  in  Gwent  and  Pembroke, 
between  Sept.  26th  and  Oct.  26th  and  singles  were  found  in  December  in  Carmarthen 
and  Pembroke. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

This  widespread  Welsh  summer  visitor  is  continuing  to  expand  its  breeding  range  in 

Pembroke. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus  EURYN 

A  male  at  Trecwn  Pembroke  on  May  9th. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

Single  males  near  New  Tredegar  Glamorgan  on  May  29th  and  30th  and  at  Pendine 
Burrows  Carmarthen  on  June  2nd;  single  birds  at  Skomer  Pembroke  from  Sept.  1 8th- 
29th  and  at  Pyle  and  Kenfig  GC  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  27th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor  CIGYDD  MAWR 

A  total  of  12  recorded,  in  Gwent  (2),  Glamorgan  (2),  Carmarthen/Brecon  (1), 
Ceredigion  (1),  Brecon  (2),  Radnor  (3)  and  Montgomery  (1).  There  was  an 
exceptionally  late  bird  on  May  29th  at  Cwm  Nant  yr  Eira  Montgomery  and  the  bulk  of 
the  records  were  for  March  and  April  up  to  15th;  there  was  clearly  a  small  passage 


through  Wales  at  this  time.  Monthly  totals 

were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  May  Nov. 

Dec. 

2  2  7 

3  f  1 

2 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax 

BRAN  GOESGOCH 

A  pair  fledged  3  young  on  the  Gower  Peninsula  Glamorgan,  the  first  breeding 
record  for  the  area  since  the  late  19th  century.  At  least  16  breeding  pairs  were  located  in 
Ceredigion  and  flocks  of  37  and  33  were  located  in  different  coastal  localities  in  July 
and  October.  In  Meirionnydd  all  the  usual  sites  occupied  in  the  south  but  information 
was  incomplete  in  the  north.  At  Craig  yr  Aderyn  monthly  max  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Max  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

30  29  4  20  6  14  13  nc  32  65  56  50 

There  was  also  a  roost  of  12  at  Dylife  Montgomery  on  Aug.  28th. 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

Some  substantial  roosts  reported  along  the  Usk  valley,  with  c.1000  at  Llanfair 
Kilgeddin  Gwent  in  January  and  c.2000  near  Goytre  in  March;  further  upstream  in 
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Brecon  there  were  1500+  roosting  at  Gilwem  in  the  early  months.  There  was  also  a 
roost  of  c.1000  at  Risca  Gwent  in  December. 

At  Skomer  Pembroke  248  pairs  bred  but  only  6  did  so  at  Skokhom,  where  there  has 
been  a  steady  decrease. 

ROOK  C.  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

In  Ceredigion,  in  an  area  of  600km  north  of  grid  line  70,  57  rookeries  with  a  total 
of  2256  nests  were  recorded.  The  average  colony  size  was  40  and  the  largest  was  of  195 
nests  at  Aberllolwyn,  a  site  which  has  averaged  over  200  nests  over  13  years.  This 
survey  has  been  in  progress  since  1975  and  total  numbers  of  nests  have  been  very  stable, 
although  the  turnover  of  rookeries  has  been  very  high.  Details  supplied  by  Arthur 
Chater. 

There  was  also  a  complete  census  in  W.  Glamorgan,  with  1045  nests  (1155  in 
1990)  in  30  colonies,  of  which  the  largest  was  178  nests. 

There  was  a  very  large  assemblage  of  2400  at  Goytre  Gwent  on  Nov.  11th  and 
2600  on  Dec.  1st. 

HOODED  CROW  C.  corone  cornix  BRAN  LWYD 

Two  hybrid  Hooded/Carrion  Crows  were  present  in  the  Aberystwyth/Clarach  area 
in  Ceredigion  but  the  Hooded  Crow  noted  as  breeding  in  the  area  in  recent  years  has 
now  vanished. 

RAVEN  C.  corax  CIGFRAN 

In  Mid  Wales  99  occupied  territories  were  examined  and  the  final  outcome  recorded 
for  86  nests.  Of  these  27  failed,  mainly  for  reasons  unknown  but  5  were  probably 
robbed;  most  failures  were  at  the  egg  stage  or  during  hatching.  Fifty-nine  nests  were 
successful,  rearing  a  total  of  181  young.  The  first  egg  date  was  accurately  recorded  for 
17  nests  and  the  mean  date  was  Mar.  3rd.  Mean  clutch  size  in  38  nests  was  5.03.  Tony 
Cross,  Welsh  Raptor  Study  Group  Newsletter  No.  1. 

In  Gwent  the  species  is  now  breeding  throughout  the  county  and  records  included  a 
nest  on  a  pylon  at  Mathem.  In  Meirionnydd  43  occupied  sites  noted. 

Substantial  flock  counts  were  55  in  the  Elan  valley  Radnor  on  Feb.  6th,  32  at 
Ragwen  Point  Carmarthen  on  25th  and  35  on  the  MoD  rubbish  tip  on  Mynydd  Eppynt 
Brecon  on  Aug.  20th. 

STARLING  Stumus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

The  roost  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  held  a  max.  of  c.5000  on  Jan.  13th. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLF  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

In  accord  with  its  mainly  SE  distribution  in  Wales,  the  only  significant  groups 
recorded  were  c.20  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  from  January  to  May,  max.  of  23  at 
Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  on  Jan.  30th  and  25  on  Oct.  23rd  and  100+  near  Llangammarch 
Wells  Brecon  in  January  and  February  and  70-100  there  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Only  10 
were  recorded  in  Pembroke  during  the  year,  one  in  the  Teifi  marshes  on  June  6th  was 
the  only  record  for  Ceredigion  and,  in  Meirionnydd,  there  were  2  near  Machynlleth  in 
May  and  a  pair  near  Llanuwchllyn. 
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CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  Jl-BINC 

Substantial  flock  counts  came  from  Gwent,  with  150  at  Prescoed  in  January,  200  at 
Mynydd  Garnclochdy  in  March,  250  at  Magor  in  October,  160  at  Cwmcarvan  in 
November  and  200  at  Lasgam  Wood  in  December;  Carmarthen  300+  at  Abergwili  in 
February;  Brecon  200  near  Llangammarch  Wells  in  January  and  300  in  December;  in 
Meirionnydd  300  flew  over  Aberdysynni  in  2  hours  during  a  cold  weather  movement 
on  Feb.  7th. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

Although  recorded  from  every  county  supplying  records  only  very  small  numbers 
were  involved  in  either  winter  period.  The  only  large  flocks  were  one  of  31  in 
Meirionnydd  on  Apr.  8th  and  c.50  at  Roch  Pembroke  on  Dec.  27th. 

GOLDFINCH  Carduelis  carduelis  NICO 

There  were  some  substantial  autumn  and  winter  flocks  recorded  in  SE  counties  as 
follows:  Gwent,  60+  at  Redbrook  and  130  at  Gobion  in  January  and  200  at  Mathem, 
100+  at  Pencoed  and  300+  at  West  Pill  between  Oct.  13th  and  26th;  Carmarthen,  200 
at  Ffairfach  on  Sept.  3rd;  Brecon,  50  at  Glasbury  in  January,  100  in  Talybont  Forest  in 
February,  55  at  Usk  Res.  on  Nov.  29th  and  70  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Dec.  30th. 

SISKIN  C.  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

There  was  evidence  of  a  marked  influx  in  the  early  months  in  Gwent,  Pembroke 
and  Brecon.  In  Gwent  at  least  7  flocks  of  50+  were  noted  and  there  were  150+  at 
Cwmbran  on  Jan.  9th  and  200  ‘probably  many  more’  in  Wentwood  in  March.  In 
Pembroke  unusually  numerous  and  widespread,  with  a  max.  of  130  at  Trecwn  on  Jan. 
29th.  Following  this  breeding  was  noted  at  many  new  sites  in  the  county.  In  Brecon  8 
flocks  totalling  1050+  were  noted  in  6  localities,  by  far  the  largest  being  c.250  at 
Llanwrtyd  Wells  in  January  and  c.500  in  Talybont  Forest  on  Feb.  15th.  It  was  an 
excellent  breeding  season  following  this  but  few  were  seen  in  the  autumn.  It  was  also  an 
exceptional  breeding  season  in  Ceredigion  but,  again,  the  species  was  generally  scarce 
there  after  August. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

A  pair  at  Trefil  Gwent  on  May  4th.  In  Meirionnydd  only  one  record  of  possible 
breeding  from  the  usual  site  but  a  flock  of  10+  at  another  site  just  after  the  breeding 
season.  Otherwise  only  in  Pembroke,  with  3  at  Skokholm  on  Sept.  21st  and  one  at 
Skomer  on  Oct.  3rd.  In  Clwyd  a  pair  breeding  on  Ruaban  Moor  and  a  pair  on  Mynydd 
Hiraethog  on  May  26th.  There  were  24  on  the  Clwyd  Estuary  on  Jan.  4th  and  a  max.  of  5 
on  Point  of  Ayr  on  Nov.  22nd. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

Following  the  major  influx  in  1990,  widespread  throughout  Wales  in  the  early 
months.  True  numbers  are  impossible  to  estimate  but  flocks  of  40-80  were  noted  in 
many  counties.  Following  this  influx  breeding  was  proved  in  every  county  providing 
records  except  Gwent,  and  it  was  very  probable  there.  Again  numbers  are  impossible  to 
tell  but  the  records  include  estimates  of  60  pairs  breeding  in  the  Elan  Valley  Radnor  and 
50  pairs  on  the  Lake  Vymwy  NR  Montgomery.  Many  birds  that  summered  also  did  not 
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breed.  Thus  several  parties  were  present  in  the  Crychan  Forest  Brecon  but  no  birds  of 
the  year  or  other  evidence  of  breeding  were  seen. 

In  the  autumn  the  sitka  cone  crop  failed  and  virtually  all  Crossbills  vanished.  The 
only  records  after  mid  August  came  from  Glamorgan  (W),  with  9  in  the  lower  Swansea 
valley  on  Oct.  19th,  7  at  Creunant  and  2  at  Whiteford  on  Nov.  30th  and  7  at  Whiteford 
on  Dec.  24th,  and  Carmarthen,  with  40  in  pine  forest  at  Pembre  CP  on  Dec.  26th. 

On  passage  there  were  4  at  Cwm  yr  Eglwys  Pembroke  on  Aug.  22nd  and  4  at 
Caldey  Island  on  Oct.  21st. 

SCARLET  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus  GYLFINDEW  BRONGOCH 

Single  birds  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  1st  and,  in  Pembroke,  at  Skokholm 
on  29th  and  30th,  Sept.  21st  -25th  and  a  probably  different  bird  on  27th  with  one  also  at 
Newport  from  Dec.  6th  to  31st.  One  also  at  Trecwn  on  May  31st. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  GYLFINBRAFF 

Very  few  records  received  but  up  to  20  were  found  in  a  new  site  on  the  outskirts  of 
Cardiff  Glamorgan  and  breeding  probably  occurred.  There  was  a  male  at  Pontynyswen 
Carmarthen  on  June  26th,  one  at  a  bird-table  at  Cwm  Ystwyth  Ceredigion  early  in  the 
year,  2  or  3  at  Guilsfield  Montgomery  all  year  and  a  single  pair  bred  successfully  at  the 
Mawddach  Valley  NR  Meirionnydd. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponica  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

One  at  Lavemock  Point  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  26th  and,  in  Pembroke,  singles  at 
Skokholm  on  Sept.  15th- 16th,  23rd-24th  and  2  from  19th-20th;  one  at  Strumble  Head  on 
Oct.  23rd.  A  total  of  7  on  the  Clwyd  coast  between  Oct.  27th  and  Dec.  15th. 


SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

1990:  Singles  at  Sker  Point  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  27th-28th  and  Dec.  15th  which 
remained  into  1991. 

19^1:  About  35  recorded  in  the  coastal  counties  of  Glamorgan  (12),  Pembroke  (12), 
Ceredigion(lO)  and  Meirionnydd  (1).  Eleven  were  recorded  in  the  early  months  up  to 
Mar.  13th,  one  was  seen  in  late  May  (26th  Manorbier  Pembroke)  and  21  at  the  end  of 
the  year  from  Oct.  8th.  The  largest  parties  were  8  at  Eangland  Glamorgan  on  Feb.  8th,  8 
at  Trwyn  Llwyd  Pembroke  on  Oct.  24th  and  7  at  Cardigan  Island  Ceredigion  on  Dec. 
3rd.  Inland  one  at  Cefn  Crew  Brecon  Beacons  on  Dec.  7th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.. 

1  10  2  0  f  12  3  8 


ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

One  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  10th. 

BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING  E.  melanocephala  BRAS  PENDDU 

1987:  A  male  at  Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  on  May  30th. 

CORN  BUNTING  Miliaria  calandra  BRAS  YR  YD 

Apparently  only  recorded  in  Flint,  with  singles  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Apr.  7th  and 
Hawarden  on  May  15th  and  10  at  Shotwick  on  Oct.  13th. 
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A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  RINGING  IN  WALES  DURING  1991 


PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff.  CFl  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  report  follows  the  same  format  as  that  in  1990.  The  principle  aim,  as  before,  is 
to  provide  an  indication  of  the  scale,  purpose  and  value  of  ringing  being  undertaken  in 
Wales.  Hopefully  this  report  will  be  of  interest  to  anyone  who  has  an  interest  in  birds  in 
Wales. 

Ringing  effort  in  1990  and  1991  was  largely  the  same  with  two  exceptions  that  are 
detailed  elsewhere  in  this  report.  This  has  allowed  the  subjective  assessment  of  any 
large  scale  change  in  a  species’  total.  As  a  result  it  is  possible  to  see  some  interesting 
changes  between  the  2  years. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

The  report  is  based  on  information  supplied  voluntarily  by  ringers  who  were  known 
to  have  operated  in  Wales  during  1991.  Ringers  were  contacted  by  letter  in  January  and 
February  1992  and  asked  to  supply  a  list  of  birds  ringed,  indicating  if  there  was  any 
major  change  in  effort,  in  sites  used  or  any  projects  started  or  finished.  Those  who  had 
not  sent  in  totals  for  1990  were  asked  for  details  of  sites  used  and  if  any  sites  had 
designated  conservation  status. 

Replies  were  received  from  43  ringers  and  from  the  South  Pembroke  and  Kenfig 
Ringing  Groups  covering  a  further  12  ringers  who  sent  in  individual  totals  for  1990. 
Both  these  groups  were  formed  in  1991  to  help  centralise  data  in  the  regions  where  they 
operated.  Replies  were  also  received  from  5  existing  groups  and  6  ringers  sent  in  nil 
returns  or  had  retired  from  the  ringing  scheme.  This  is  a  24%  increase  on  1990  when  49 
ringers  and  7  groups  sent  in  totals.  It  is  not  known  how  much  ringing  is  done  by  non¬ 
respondents  or  ringers  visiting  Wales  but  it  is  thought  that  nest  box  schemes  are  the  only 
area  where  significant  information  is  now  missing.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  obtain  totals 
for  some  of  these  schemes  for  the  1992  report. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  gives  the  ringing  totals  for  1991  compared  with  1990.  The  1991  full  grown 
total  (33786)  shows  a  27%  increase  on  the  1990  total  (26595),  but  the  1991  total  for 
pullus  (14275)  shows  only  a  very  slight  increase.  Unfortunately  this  total  does  not 
include  the  700  or  so  seabird  pul  1  i  ringed  on  Skomer,  which  were  unavailable. 
Altogether  145  species  were  ringed  in  1991,  7  more  than  in  1990.  Rare  or  unusual 
species  included  Whooper  Swan,  Scaup,  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  and  Great  Reed 
Warbler. 

As  in  1990  the  totals  of  many  of  the  summer  migrants  came  from  just  a  few  sites, 
e.g.  Bardsey,  Llangorse  Lake,  Kenfig,  Aberthaw  Leys,  L’angennech  and  Ffrwd  Fen. 
Effort  at  these  sites  was  similar  to  1990,  with  two  exceptions.  At  Kenfig  an 
Acrocephalus  monitoring  project  was  started  which  involved  increased  effort  during 
August  (see  under  ringing  projects)  and  on  Bardsey  the  Assistant  Warden  this  year  was  a 
qualified  ringer  unlike  1990,  which  led  to  better  coverage  with  2  sites  being  operated 
daily  instead  of  one. 

The  increase  in  the  total  can  be  largely  attributed  to  4  factors.  An  exceptional 
spring  and  good  late  autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  (not  withstanding  the  changes  in 
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operation  outlined  above),  increased  effort  in  reed  beds,  an  explosion  in  tit  numbers  and 
increased  effort  at  winter  sites.  Bardsey  experienced  a  period  of  heavy  migration  in 
association  with  calm  weather,  which  allowed  some  large  catches  during  May  and  early 
June.  This  resulted  in  some  1000  Willow  Warblers,  560  Sedge  Warblers,  300 
Whitethroats  and  130  Spotted  Flycatchers  being  ringed  in  that  period.  The  annual  total 
on  Bardsey  rose  from  4501  in  1990  to  7237  in  1991  because  of  this  and  the  extra  ringer 
involved.  The  tits  had  a  bumper  season  in  1991  with  an  83%  increase  in  the  full  grown 
total  of  Blue  Tit  and  a  68%  increase  in  Great  Tit.  This  resulted  in  something  of  an 
explosion  with  tits  being  seen  on  Skomer  and  other  remote  coastal  sites  and  Bardsey 
ringing  149  during  October  (there  are  no  tits  resident  on  Bardsey).  Other  noteworthy 
increases  include  the  Greenfinch  total  of  1511,  a  137%  increase,  which  reflects  the 
increased  effort  in  South  Pembroke  and  the  totals  sent  in  by  D.  Proll  and  his  ‘C’  ringers 
operating  in  Gwent.  The  increase  in  the  Chaffinch  total  is  largely  a  result  of  a  good 
autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  as  well  as  continued  effort  at  winter  sites.  The  continuing 
expansion  of  the  Welsh  Little  Ringed  Plover  population  is  shown  in  the  33  adults  and  54 
pullus  that  were  ringed,  mainly  on  the  Tywi.  It  was  also  good  to  see  that  the  Common 
and  Little  Terns  on  the  Point  of  Ayr  managed  to  raise  a  substantial  number  of  young 
reversing  the  complete  failure  of  1990. 


TABLE  1:  SYSTEMATIC  LIST  OF  BIRDS  RINGED  IN  WALES  DURING  1990  AND  1991 


Species 

1990 

FG  Pull 

1991 

FG  Pull 

Species 

1990 

FG  Pull 

1991 

FG 

Pull 

Little  Grebe 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Oystercatcher 

578 

17 

581 

25 

Fulmar 

1 

- 

5 

6 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

11 

47 

33 

54 

Manx  Shearwater 

481 

131 

831 

- 

Ringed  Plover 

44 

13 

79 

11 

Storm  Petrel 

191 

- 

131 

- 

Grey  Plover 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Leach’s  Petrel 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Golden  Plover 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Cormorant 

- 

434 

- 

279 

Lapwing 

2 

59 

14 

52 

Shag 

2 

213 

3 

270 

Knot 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Grey  Heron 

- 

30 

- 

24 

Little  Stint 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mute  Swan 

33 

16 

50 

17 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Whooper  Swan 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Dunlin 

1324 

- 

1285 

- 

Greylag  Goose 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Snipe 

3 

- 

2 

- 

Canada  Goose 

34 

- 

71 

- 

Woodcock 

9 

2 

4 

- 

Shelduck 

24 

- 

4 

- 

Whimbrel 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mallard 

7 

- 

7 

1 

Curlew 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Teal 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Pintail 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Spotted  Redshank 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Shoveler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Redshank 

110 

- 

579 

3 

Scaup 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Greenshank 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Goosander 

2 

8 

4 

- 

Green  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Red-br.  Merganser 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Common  Sandpiper 

15 

11 

5 

12 

Red  Kite 

- 

65 

- 

61 

Turnstone 

35 

- 

47 

- 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

11 

- 

26 

Black-headed  Gull 

- 

138 

119 

293 

Sparrowhawk 

9 

13 

21 

26 

Common  Gull 

- 

- 

10 

- 

Goshawk 

- 

24 

- 

33 

Lesser-blk  Backed  Gull 

199 

433 

- 

355 

Buzzard 

2 

37 

- 

47 

Herring  Gull 

5 

420 

15 

577 

Kestrel 

- 

55 

- 

91 

Great-blk  Backed  Gull 

- 

38 

- 

46 

Merlin 

2 

81 

3 

51 

Kittiwake 

17 

130 

68 

137 

Hobby 

- 

6 

- 

4 

Common  Tern 

- 

75 

- 

306 

Peregrine 

- 

60 

- 

69 

Little  Tern 

- 

- 

- 

38 

Water  Rail 

18 

- 

17 

- 

Guillemot 

9 

307 

6 

16 

Coot 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Razorbill 

54 

7 

59 

73 

Moorhen 

15 

- 

12 

- 

Little  Auk 

- 

- 

1 

- 
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Species 

1990 

FG  Pull 

1991 

FG  Pull 

Species 

1990 

FG  Pull 

1991 

FG 

Pull 

Puffin 

68 

96 

4 

2 

Sedge  Warbler 

910 

_ 

1535 

_ 

Stock  Dove 

- 

11 

2 

7 

Reed  Warbler 

851 

- 

1538 

_ 

Woodpigeon 

5 

- 

14 

5 

Great  Reed  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

Collared  Dove 

5 

6 

38 

- 

Icterine  Warbler 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

Cuckoo 

3 

3 

6 

- 

Melodious  Warbler 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

Barn  Owl 

7 

76 

12 

103 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

80 

- 

51 

_ 

Little  Owl 

9 

6 

5 

- 

Common  Whitethroat 

282 

- 

483 

6 

Tawny  Owl 

5 

11 

13 

33 

Garden  Warbler 

131 

- 

189 

_ 

Short-eared  Owl 

- 

11 

- 

4 

Blackcap 

474 

- 

526 

- 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Radde’s  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

Nightjar 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  - 

- 

2 

_ 

Swift 

17 

1 

37 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

16 

20 

13 

18 

Kingfisher 

68 

- 

28 

- 

Chiffchaff 

820 

10 

869 

5 

Wryneck 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Willow  Warbler 

1989 

49 

3053 

66 

Green  Woodpecker 

5 

- 

4 

- 

Goldcrest 

1428 

- 

177 

_ 

Great  Sp.  Woodpecker 

11 

2 

9 

- 

Firecrest 

28 

- 

3 

- 

Lesser  Sp.  Woodpecker  - 

- 

1 

8 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

87 

40 

221 

21 

Skylark 

13 

- 

1 

Pied  Flycatcher 

755 

6116 

794 

5606 

Sand  Martin 

950 

- 

680 

- 

Long-tailed  Tit 

319 

- 

297 

_ 

Swallow 

2146 

532 

1856 

325 

Marsh  Tit 

29 

23 

46 

11 

House  Martin 

148 

4 

136 

Willow  Tit 

55 

- 

52 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

20 

- 

27 

58 

Coal  Tit 

171 

135 

461 

112 

Tree  Pipit 

7 

- 

10 

- 

Blue  Tit 

2345 

1117 

4284 

1646 

Meadow  Pipit 

65 

18 

139 

121 

Great  Tit 

725 

870 

1212 

1002 

Yellow  Wagtail 

36 

6 

5 

- 

Nuthatch 

38 

66 

53 

157 

Grey  Wagtail 

40 

211 

25 

166 

Treecreeper 

78 

11 

89 

4 

Pied  Wagtail 

230 

52 

269 

47 

Jay 

19 

- 

20 

- 

Dipper 

113 

411 

57 

528 

Magpie 

17 

Ill 

20 

40 

Wren 

675 

11 

604 

11 

Chough 

7 

26 

3 

35 

Dunnock 

342 

4 

502 

13 

Jackdaw 

10 

28 

4 

25 

Robin 

799 

22 

958 

69 

Carrion  Crow 

- 

23 

3 

33 

Nightingale 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Rook 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Black  Redstart 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Raven 

- 

176 

- 

183 

Redstart 

54 

320 

59 

117 

Starling 

1441 

5 

1711 

12 

Whinchat 

3 

247 

7 

207 

House  Sparrow 

44 

- 

63 

- 

Stonechat 

22 

36 

23 

34 

Tree  Sparrow 

4 

9 

13 

39 

Wheatear 

26 

123 

99 

234 

Chaffinch 

1155 

29 

1748 

8 

Ring  Ouzel 

5 

6 

13 

8 

Brambling 

67 

- 

7 

- 

Blackbird 

707 

23 

1043 

21 

Greenfinch 

636 

- 

1511 

- 

Fieldfare 

8 

- 

17 

- 

Goldfinch 

83 

- 

158 

13 

Song  Thrush 

278 

11 

308 

22 

Siskin 

252 

- 

258 

- 

Redwing 

152 

- 

220 

- 

Linnet 

114 

17 

104 

61 

Mistle  Thrush 

2 

- 

8 

16 

Redpoll 

99 

- 

183 

11 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Bullfinch 

194 

- 

253 

- 

Lanceolated  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Lapland  Bunting 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

72 

- 

83 

- 

Yellowhammer 

59 

3 

41 

1 

Aquatic  Warbler 

3 

- 

5 

- 

Reed  Bunting 

408 

- 

297 

3 

TOTAL  26595  14126  33786  14275 


There  are  two  decreases  that  warrant  mention,  that  of  Grey  Wagtail  and  Goldcrest. 
The  cold  spell  in  February  1991  seems  to  have  hit  adult  Grey  Wagtails  as  many 
territories  were  unoccupied,  and  the  severe  weather  felt  right  across  Europe,  followed  by 
a  wet  summer,  not  only  in  Britain  but  also  Scandinavia,  all  but  wiped  out  the  Goldcrest 
population  with  only  177  being  ringed  (cf  1428  in  1990  and  2890  in  1989). 
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RINGING  PROJECTS 

Data  were  collected  on  144  ringing  projects  during  1991,  covering  virtually  all 
habitat  types  in  Wales  (Table  2). 

Seabird  projects  were  unchanged  from  1990  and  of  note  was  the  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  on  Skomer  raising  some  young,  an  improvement  on  the  last  four  years. 
Ringing  of  Manx  Shearwaters  on  Bardsey  has  produced  some  interesting  records  of 
longevity  with  birds  of  29  and  28  and  3  of  27  years,  still  some  way  short  of  the  oldest 
known  from  BTO  ringing  which  is  35.  The  tape  luring  of  Storm  Petrels  resulted  in  a 
bird  ringed  on  Skomer  being  trapped  on  Bardsey,  where  they  also  caught  a  bird  ringed 
on  the  Calf  of  Man. 

TABLE  2.SUMMARY  OF  RINGING  PROJECTS  DURING  1991  COMPARED  TO  1990 


Projects  Projects 


1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

Full  grown  birds 

59 

68 

Chick  Ringing 

66 

74 

Winter  feeders 

7 

8 

Woodland  nest  boxes 

43 

50 

Migrants  in  carr/reed 

6 

7 

Seabirds 

6 

6 

wood/scrub 

7 

7 

Wader,  raptors,  owls 

4 

4 

farms/gardens 

10 

15 

River  birds 

4 

4 

coasts 

5 

5 

Uplands/  moorlands 

5 

6 

estuaries 

5 

5 

Others  (e.g.  Swallows) 

4 

4 

Roosts  (Starlings,  Swallows  etc.)  8  8 

Constant  Effort  Sites  8  8 

Others  (e.g.  Storm  Petrel)  3  5 


It  is  also  good  to  see  an  increase  in  the  number  of  raptor  chicks  ringed  (408  cf  352 
in  1990).  Only  Merlin,  Red  Kite  and  Hobby  showed  a  decrease.  Unfortunately  the 
pressure  on  all  species  but  especially  Peregrine  is  increasing  again  as  they  continue  to 
expand  their  populations.  Drastic  and  illegal  methods  are  being  employed  in  some 
quarters  to  try  and  reduce  the  numbers  of  these  beautiful  birds. 

Cannon  netting  projects  resulted  in  over  2500  waders  ringed  this  year.  Several 
catches  were  made  on  the  Wentlooge  levels  for  the  first  time  as  well  as  on  the  Taff/Ely, 
with  colour  dyes  used  to  mark  the  birds,  mainly  the  Dunlin  and  Redshank.  Sightings  of 
these  dyed  birds  indicated  considerable  interchange  between  roosts  on  that  part  of  the 
Severn.  Ringing  also  took  place  on  the  Lavan  Sands  in  North  Wales  and  the  Llwchwr, 
Cleddau  and  Angle  Bay  in  SW  Wales. 


TABLE  3.SITES  WITH  FORMAL  CONSERVATION  STATUS  AT  WHICH  RINGING 

TOOK  PLACE  IN  1991 


Coed  y  Bedw  SSSI 
Bardsey  Island  NNR/SSSI/SPA 
St.Margaret’s  Island  SSSI 
Kenfig  NNR 
Llangorse  Lake  SSSI 
Ynys  Eidiol  Common  SSSI 
Coed  Cwm  Clettwr  SSSI 
Ffrwd  Fen  LNR/SSSI 
Porton  SSSI 


Dyfi  Estuary  NNR 
Coed  Simdde  Lwyd  SSSI 
Coed  Rheidol  NNR/SSSI 
Capel  Coch  NNR 
Burry  Inlet/Upper  Llwchwr  SSSI 
Whitford  Burrows  SSSI 
Llandegfedd  Res.  SSSI 
Crymlyn  Bog  SSSI 


Puffin  Island  SSSI 
Borth  Bog  SSSI 
Arthog  SSSI 
Traeth  Lavan  LNR/SSSI 
Abergwynant  SSSI 
Lodge  Park  Wood  NNR 
Skomer  Island  NNR/MNR 
Cwm  Cribau  SSSI 


Projects  on  upland  rivers  and  moorlands  remained  much  the  same,  as  did  those  in 
woodlands  with  a  further  7  nest  box  schemes  being  notified  during  the  year.  Hopefully 
some  results  of  these  projects  will  be  published  in  the  near  future. 
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Reed  beds  received  good  coverage  in  1991  and  at  Kenfig  a  project  to  monitor 
Acrocephalus  warblers  began.  Ringing  was  carried  out  daily  (weather  permitting)  from 
late  July  to  early  September  and  over  500  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  were  ringed.  This 
activity  resulted  in  8  controls/recoveries  (see  recoveries  section).  Recaptures  in  future 
years  should  enable  survival  rates  and  population  sizes  to  be  estimated. At  least  25  sites 
in  Wales  where  ringing  took  place  in  1991  have  some  formal  conservation  status  (Table  3) 

SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

As  in  1990  there  was  a  good  selection  of  international  recoveries  during  the  year,  as 
well  as  some  interesting  British  movements.  Increased  effort  in  reed  beds  has  been 
rewarded  with  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  recovered, 
especially  on  the  west  coast  of  France.  The  ringing  programme  in  Senegal  has  caught 
two  Welsh  Sand  Martins  and  as  the  effort  there  continues  the  chance  of  more  species 
being  caught  increases. 

Many  of  the  recoveries  involve  wintering  birds  and  as  with  breeding  birds  they  can 
exhibit  amazing  site  faithfulness,  returning  to  the  same  marsh,  pool  or  roost  many 
winters  running.  This  can  mean  a  site  that  may  appear  to  have  little  value  in  the  summer 
may  be  much  more  important  or  that  a  site  is  doubly  valuable  if  it  supports  a  large 
variety  both  in  summer  and  winter. 

The  BTO  ringing  scheme  relies  as  much  on  the  general  public  reporting  ringed  birds 
as  it  does  on  ringers  and  many  of  the  birds  reported  below  have  been  found  dead  or 
injured.  Any  person  finding  a  ringed  bird  should  write  to  the  BTO  at  Thetford  in 
Norfolk  with  the  finding  details  and  the  ring. 

The  selected  recoveries  listed  below  were  received  during  1991.  Recoveries  are 
arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and  recovery  details  on  the 
second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  defined  below;  age  is  given  according  to 
the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  of  species  are 
given  in  the  main  Systematic  List. 

Age  when  ringed: 

1  pullus(=  nestling  or  chick) 

2  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  during  calender  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calender  year  of  ringing  but  exact 
year  unknown 

5  hatched  during  previous  calender  year 

6  hatched  before  previous  calender  year  but  exact 
year  unknown 

8  hatched  more  than  2  calender  years  before  year  of 
ringing 

Sex: 

M  =  male.  F  =  female 


Manner  of  recovery: 

X  found  dead 

XF  found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
XL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

+  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 
+F  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 
SR  found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 
V  alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and  released  not 
by  a  ringer 

VV  as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes  colour  mark 
records) 

R  caught  and  released  by  ringer 
B  as  R-breeding 
RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 
BB  as  RR-nesting 


Manx  Shearwater 
FC30009  1  27.08.87 

X  c.  15.07.90 


Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

El  Jadida,  MOROCCO.  33°15’N  8°30’W. 
2188km  S  c.  1054  days. 
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FR89187  1  20.08.89  Skomer  Island,  Dyfed. 

V  21.06.90  nr.  Port  St  Johns,  Transkei,  SOUTH  AFRICA.  3U50’S  29°30’E. 

9897km  S-SE  306  days. 

Most  long  distance  recoveries  of  British  ringed  Manx  Shearwaters  are  from  the  west  side  of  the 
South  Atlantic.  FC30009  is  only  the  second  recovery  from  Morocco  and  FR89187  only  the  third 
from  South  Africa. 

Cormorant 

5130790  1  06.07.86  St  Margaret’s  Island,  Dyfed. 

XF  20.02.90  Grau  Du  Roi,  FRANCE.  43°32’N  4°8’E. 

1116km  SE  1326  days. 


L06263  1 

18.06.88 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

06.10.91 

Somo,  Santander,  SPAIN.  43°28’N  3°45'W 
1095km  S  1216  days. 

5130790  is  one  of  only  a  few  records  of  this  species  from  the  Mediterranean  coast  of  France,  while 
L06263  shows  the  more  usual  dispersal  to  the  southern  Bay  of  Biscay. 

Buzzard 

HW73610  1  06.07.78  Nr  Llanddewi  Brefi,  Nr  Tregaron,  Dyfed. 

XF  21.09.91  Cellan,  Lampeter,  Dyfed. 

13  km  SW  4825  days. 

Another  old  Buzzard  following  the  two  reported  in  1990. 

Red  Kite 


HT40908  1 

15.06.91 

Central  Wales. 

VV 

c. 20.10. 91 

Kinver,  nr  Stourbridge.  Staffs 
120  km  ENE  c.  127  days. 

VV 

13.12.91 

Tregaron,  Dyfed. 

115  km  W  c. 53  days. 

This  is  the  first  known  record  of  a  Welsh  Red  Kite  emigrating  to  England  and  subsequently 
returning  to  Wales.  It’s  return  seems  to  have  coincided  with  a  spell  of  severe  weather. 

Kestrel 

ER82484  IF  15.07.91  Taffs  Well,  Glamorgan. 

XF  22.11.91  Aveton  Gifford,  Devon. 

143  km  S-SW  130  days. 

Found  as  a  tideline  corpse,  another  poor  individual  that  probably  wandered  too  far  out  into  the 
Bristol  Channel. 

Merlin 

ER86726  IF  08.07.91  Dyfed.  (Site  confidential). 

V  13.10.91  Donna  Nook,  Lincolnshire. 

324km  E-NE  97  days. 

Notable  if  only  because  so  few  Merlins  are  ringed  in  Wales. 

Oystercatcher 


SS5371 1  3  07.09.68  Whiteford  Point,  Gower,  West  Glamorgan. 

R  13.10.91  Whiteford  Point,  Gower,  West  Glamorgan. 

0km  8336  days. 

FR29066  1  27.06.90  Elvin  Foot,  Strathclyde. 

R  21.10.90  Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

249km  S  116  days. 

FV81379  8  07.12.80  Wig,  Nr  Aber,  Gwynedd. 

X  13.05.91  Fjallavatn,  Vagoy,  FAEROES.  62°7’N  7°19’W. 

1006J$m  N  3809  days. 

SS53711  is  a  good  age  but  still  5  years  younger  than  the  oldest  known  in  Britain.  The  other  two 
birds  indicate  the  northerly  origins  of  birds  wintering  in  Wales.  There  were  also  6  other  birds 
ringed  at  Llanelli  in  1990  and  controlled  at  Whiteford  Point  on  the  Gower  on  13.10.91,  showing 
how  birds  alter  their  roost  sites  within  an  estuary. 

Little  Ringed  Plover 


NS66842  1  09.06.85 

BB=F  26.05.91 

NV33088  1  12.06.88 

BB=F  26.05.91 


Nr  Ebbw  Vale,  Gwent. 

Nr  Llandovery,  Dyfed. 
45km  W-NW  2177  days. 
Nr  Crickhowell,  Powys. 
Llanwrda,  Dyfed. 

48km  W-NW  1068  days. 
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These  two  recoveries  show  that  birds  raised  in  east  Wales  have  survived  to  help  establish  the 
flourishing  population  of  this  species  on  west  Wales  rivers. 

Dotterel 

XR97328  1  28.06.90  Site  Confidential,  Highland  Region,  Scotland. 

X  18.09.90  Foel  Fras,  Snowdonia,  Gwynedd. 

434km  S  62  days. 

Perhaps  this  individual  was  prospecting  suitable  breeding  sites  on  its  way  south,  when  it  met  an 
untimely  end. 

Lapwing 


DN76354  1  14.05.88  Pont  ar  Elan,  Elan  Valley,  Powys. 

XF  10.02.91  LePorge,  Gironde,  FRANCE.  44°52’N  1°5’W. 

850km  S-SE  1002  days. 

A  typical  movement  of  a  Welsh  bred  bird  to  winter  on  the  Atlantic  sea-board  of  France. 
Dunlin 

NS73213  6  24.02.85  Sully  Bay,  nr  Barry,  South  Glamorgan. 

R  25.07.91  Nidingen,  Onsala,  Halland,  SWEDEN.  57°18’N  1 1°54’E 

1154km  NE  2342  days. 

A  typical  movement  from  wintering  quarters  to  breeding  grounds. 

Curlew 

FA  126 13  4  08.08.83  Aber,  Gwynedd. 

+  13.06.91  Maksniemi,  Simo,  Lappi,  FINLAND.  65°40’N  24°51'E. 

2119km  NE  2867  days. 

FR38995  6  10.06.82  Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

X  02.07.91  Norrfjarden,  Norrbotten,  SWEDEN.  65°25’N  21  °30‘E. 

1965km  NE  3318  days. 

Two  recoveries  showing  the  easterly  breeding  grounds  of  the  Curlew  wintering  in  Wales. 
Jack  Snipe 


BV86520  3  30.11.88  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

XF  21.01.91  Nr  Ltangorse,  Powys. 

2km  n"  792  days. 

Given  that  this  bird  would  have  bred  up  in  Northern  Scandinavia  or  Russia  it  shows  how  faithful  a 
bird  can  be  to  its  wintering  area. 

Black-headed  Gull 

357617  1  20.06.89  Antaliepte,  Zarasai,  LITHUANIA.  55°  39’N  25°  53’E. 

XL  25.02.90  Llandegfedd  Reservoir,  Gwent. 

1948  km  W-SW  250  days. 

Many  of  the  juvenile  Black-headed  Gulls  seen,  even  as  early  as  late  July,  often  come  from  quite 
Easterly  populations. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

GG23005  1  14.07.85  Skomer  Island.  Dyfed. 

+F  25.06.90  Krone,  Sokndal,  NORWAY.  58°22’N  6°19’E. 

1043km  NE  1442  days. 

This  is  only  the  third  record  of  a  British  bred  bird  to  be  found  in  Norway  around  the  breeding 
season,  although  it  is  not  known  if  this  bird  was  shot  at  a  colony. 

Razorbill 

M46972  4  30.05.86  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF  03.02.90  off  D'Agde.  FRANCE.  43°16'N  3°30’E. 

1221km  S-SE  1346  days. 

Large  numbers  of  Razorbills  are  recorded  entering  the  Mediterranean  through  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  each  autumn,  so  it  is  not  that  surprising  that  there  are  now  quite  a  few  recoveries  of  British 
birds  from  Morocco,  Spain  and  France. 

Woodpigeon 


FC46701  4  11.05.89  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

+F  27.08.90  Bridgnorth,  Shropshire. 

163km  E  444  days. 

This  is  the  longest  movement  of  a  Woodpigeon  within  Britain  for  more  than  a  decade. 
Cuckoo 

DA50521  4  21.05.90  Bardsey  Island.  Gwynedd. 

X  20.07.90  Malo,  Vicenza,  ITALY.  45°39’N  1 1°24’E. 

1415km  SE  60  days. 
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This  is  the  ninth  BTO-ringed  Cuckoo  to  be  reported  from  Italy. 
Sand  Martin 


F890477  3J 

15.08.90 

Flangorse  Fake,  Powys. 

R 

07.03.91 

Djoudj,  Fleuve,  SENEGAF. 
4113km  S-SW  204  days. 

F890563  3J 

19.08.90 

Flangorse  Fake,  Powys. 

R 

12.01.91 

Djoudj,  Fleuve.  SENEGAF. 
4113km  S-SW  146  days. 

As  well  as  these  two  birds  trapped  on  their  wintering  grounds  there  were  10  movements  between 
South  Wales  colonies  and  roosts  in  West  Sussex. 


Dipper 
RV81336  1 

28.04.91 

Clywedog  Brook,  Powys. 

R 

28.08.91 

Penbeith  Edw,  Aberedw,  Powys. 

XR74077  1 

01.05.89 

34km  S-SE  122  days. 

Digedi  Brook,  Glasbury,  Powys. 

RB 

20.04.91 

Upper  Lydbrook,  Forest  of  Dean.  Gloucestershire. 

XR74136  3F 

11.09.88 

49km  SE  355  days. 

Flandew,  Brecon,  Powys. 

X 

30.03.91 

Ponhilas,  Herefordshire. 

34km  E  567  days. 

As  with  last  year  any  recovery  over  30km  is  published. 

Dunnock 
F521965  4F 

12.05.91 

Theddlethorpe  Dunes,  Fincolnshire. 

R 

16.06.91 

Flangorse  Fake,  Powys.  Caught  5  times  until  03.08.91. 

A  rather  unusual  movement, 

285km  SW  35  days. 

was  this  a  European  bird  migrating  north,  displaced  to  the  west  and 

settling  to  breed  near  Flangorse?  Or  a  Welsh  bred  bird  wandering  very  widely  before  returning  to 

breed. 

Robin 

5768485  3 

28.08.89 

Kabli,  Pamu,  ESTONIA.  58°  UN  24°27’E. 

XF 

c.  15.04.90 

Gann  Pools,  Dale,  Dyfed. 

A  recovery  that 

2015km  W-SW  c.230  days. 

shows  that  the  Robins  seen  in  winter  are  often  long  distance  migrants,  from  very  far 

north  and  east. 
Wheatear 
F150136  3 

20.10.90 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

04.11.90 

nr  San  Fuis,  Menorca,  B AFEARIC  ISFANDS.  39°5  UN  4°  1 5'E. 

1592km  S-SE  15  days. 

Note  the  rapid  movement,  this  bird  was  covering  at  least  100km  a  day. 
Reed  Warbler 


3094646 

5M 

02.02.87 

Ilha  Das  Areias,  Fulacunda,  Guinea  Bissau.  1 1°42’N  15°37’W 

R 

09.06.87 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

R 

29.05.89 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

R 

18.07.90 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

R 

02.08.91 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

4554km  N-NE  1642  days. 

3214645 

3 

06.09.88 

St-Seurin-D’uzet,  Charente-Maritime,  FRANCE.  45°30’N 
0°50’W. 

RB 

26.05.91 

Nelson,  Glamorgan. 

706  km  N-NW  992  days. 

H056213 

3 

27.07.91 

Flangennech,  Dyfed. 

R 

28.08.91 

St.  Seurin  D’Uzet,  Charente  Maritime,  FRANCE.  45°30'N 
0°50’W. 

727km  S-SE  32  days. 

HI  67554 

3J 

18.08.91 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

X 

20.08.91 

Maufant,  Jersey,  CHANNEF  ISFANDS. 

281km  SE  2  days. 

H368187 

3J 

31.08.91 

Flangorse  Fake,  Powys. 

SR 

20.09.91 

Gironde  Region,  FRANCE. 

811km  SE  20  days. 
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H407852  3J  21.07.91  Nelson,  Glamorgan. 

R  01.09.91  Mortagne  sur  Gironde,  Charente-Maritime,  FRANCE.  45°29’N 

0°47’W. 

709  km  S-SE  42  days. 

A  very  good  selection  of  international  recoveries  this  year.  Note  particularly  HI 67554,  it  would 
probably  have  travelled  to  Jersey  in  one  overnight  hop.  3094646  presumably  breeds  at  or  very 
close  to  Kenfig.  The  others  show  how  important  the  Gironde  Estuary  is  to  migrant  birds,  especially 
in  the  autumn.  There  were  also  6  movements  of  birds  between  reed  beds  in  Britain. 

Sedge  Warbler 


F660983 

4M 

28.07.90 

Llangennech,  Dyfed. 

R 

31.05.91 

Shannon  Airport,  Co.  Clare,  EIRE. 

349km  W-NW  307  days. 

H056202 

3J 

27.07.91 

Llangennech,  Dyfed. 

R 

10.08.91 

Grouville  Marsh,  JERSEY. 

311km  SE  14  days. 

H056390 

3 

12.08.91 

Llangennech,  Dyfed. 

R 

17.08.91 

Etang  de  Trenval,  Finistere,  FRANCE.  47°54’N  4°21’W. 

421km  S  5  days. 

H 1 67450 

3 

13.08.91 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

R 

31.08.91 

Seine-Mantime,  FRANCE.  49°30’N  0°22’E. 

366km  SE  18  days. 

HI  79448 

3J 

19.07.91 

Youghal,  Cork,  EIRE. 

R 

08.08.91 

Nelson,  Glamorgan. 

316  km  E  20  days. 

H407854 

3J 

21.07.91 

Nelson,  Glamorgan. 

R 

15.08.91 

Etang  De  Kergalan,  Finistere,  FRANCE.  47°  54’N  4°  22’W. 

424  km  S-SW  25  days. 

H407998 

3J 

08.08.91 

Nelson,  Glamorgan. 

R 

01.09.91 

Longueville  Marsh,  JERSEY. 

287  km  S-SE  24  days. 

H504198 

3 

1  1.08.91 

Ballycotton,  Cork,  EIRE. 

R 

14.08.91 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

297km  E  3  days. 

As  with  Reed  Warbler  a  good  selection  of  international  recoveries.  The  Irish  birds  are  a  nice  indication 
of  the  way  birds  move  east  into  Wales  rather  than  flying  straight  to  Europe.  The  others  follow  much  the 
same  pattern  as  the  Reed  Warblers  but  H 167450  is  perhaps  surprisingly  far  to  the  east. 

Icterine  Warbler 

F265799 

3 

18.08.90 

South  Walney,  Barrow  in  Furness,  Cumbria. 

R 

24.08.90 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

178km'  SW  6  days. 

This  is  only  the  third  recovery  of  this  species  from  the  BTO  ringing  scheme.  This  bird  had 
presumably  reorientated  itself  and  w'as  starting  to  move  south  again. 

Garden  Warbler 

CC28501 

3 

21.08.88 

Molen,  Brunlanes,  Vestfold.  NORWAY.  58°58’N  9°49’E. 

R 

01.1  1.88 

Bardsey  Island.  Gwynedd. 

1140km  SW  72  days. 

F890173 

3 

12.08.90 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

+ 

25.08.90 

Sevilla,  SPAIN. 

1568km  S  13  days. 

These  two  birds  show  the  route  that  so  many  migrants  take  as  they  travel  south.  Passing  through 
the  British  Isles  then  down  into  Europe,  stopping  in  Spain  to  prob  bly  feed  up  before  crossing  the 

Sahara. 

Willow  Warbler 

086167 

3 

23.08.86 

La  Parrila,  Valladolid,  SPAIN.  4L32’N  4°32’W. 

R 

21.04.88 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

1248km  N  608  days. 

2R7038 

3J 

21.07.91 

Ynyslas,  nr  Borth,  Dyfed. 

R 

08.08.91 

Nelson,  Glamorgan. 

109  km  SE  18  days. 

There  are 

still  not 

many  birds 

ringed  in  Spain  so  086167  is  quite  surprising.  2R7038  shows  how 
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early  some  birds  start  moving  south. 
Pied  Flycatcher 


F017103 

1 

05.06.88 

Friog,  Gwynedd. 

RB 

07.06.90 

Dodd  Wood,  Thackthwaite,  Cumbria. 

RB 

23.06.91 

Dodd  Wood,  Thackthwaite,  Cumbria. 

218  km  N-NE  11 13  days. 

F921998 

1 

11.06.91 

Strata  Florida,  Dyfed. 

R 

10.08.91 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset. 

218km  SE  60  days. 

F966202 

1 

09.06.91 

Strata  Florida,  Dyfed. 

R 

08.08.91 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset. 

218km  SE  60  days. 

K40832 

5M 

20.04.88 

Punta  Cristallo,  Alghero,  SARDINIA.  40°37’N  8=9'E 

B 

16.06.88 

Abergwesyn,  Powys. 

1567km  NW  57  days. 

K40832  is  the  first  Pied  Flycatcher  to  be  recovered  from  Italian  ringing.  The  two  Strata  Florida 
birds  show  remarkably  close  migration;  while  F017103,  which  featured  in  the  1990  report,  seems  to 
have  settled  in  Cumbria. 

Blue  Tit 

E507533  3  13.11.88  Walkley  Wood,  Nailsworth,  Gloucestershire. 

R=M  14.06.90  Cymystwyth,  Dyfed. 

129km  NW  569  days. 

Quite  a  long  movement  for  a  Blue  Tit. 


Starling 


RE93147 

4F 

14.12.88 

Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

R 

19.07.91 

Flusbyso,  Thy,  Jylland,  DENMARK. 

903km  NE  947  days. 

RH62704 

2F 

10.11.90 

Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

X 

26.12.90 

Morecombe,  Lancs. 

200km  N-NE  47  days. 

RH97418 

5F 

09.03.91 

Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

X 

16.06.91 

Hyllested,  Sjaelland,  DENMARK. 

1067km  E-NE  99  days. 

RH97481 

5F 

09.03.91 

Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

X 

24.05.91 

Eastern  Wangerooge,  Ostfriesische  Inseln,  GERMANY. 
820km  E-NE  76  days. 

Ring  found  in  Short-eared  Owl  pellet. 

A  good  selection  of  recoveries  showing  the  NETy  origin  of  the  Starlings  wintering  in  Wales. 
RH62704  possibly  indicates  some  movements  between  winter  roosts. 

Chaffinch 

F604046  3F  03.12.89  Bodedern,  Anglesey. 

XF  01.05.91  Arvika,  Varmland,  SWEDEN.  59°4FN  12°38’E. 

1265  km  NE  5 14  days. 

Chaffinch,  as  with  many  of  our  wintering  birds,  often  come  from  deep  in  Europe  or  Scandinavia. 
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CONSERVATION  ISSUES  IN  WALES  1991/92 

STEPHANIE  J.  TYLER  &  IOLO  WILLIAMS ,  RSPB,  Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank ,  Newtown, 

Powys  SY16  2AB 

It  is  difficult  not  to  be  repetitive  annually  because  the  basic  conservation  problems 
in  Wales  remain  much  the  same:  overgrazing  and  degradation  of  the  uplands; 
persecution  of  birds  of  prey,  loss  of  wetland,  broad-leaved  woodland  and  other  habitats 
to  new  roads,  housing,  industry,  and,  at  a  reduced  level,  to  agriculture  and  forestry. 
However,  the  new  pilot  Farm  Stewardship  Scheme,  Tir  Cymen,  organised  by  the 
Countryside  Council  for  Wales  (CCW)  in  Meirionnydd,  Dinefwr  and  Swansea  Districts, 
will  provide  incentives,  advice  and  encouragement  to  farmers  in  these  areas  to  manage 
their  land  for  wildlife  and  even  to  re-create  lost  habitats  such  as  wetlands.  The  Welsh 
Office  Agriculture  Department  (WOAD)  announced  in  June  1992  that  four  areas  were  to 
become  new  Environmentally  Sensitive  Areas  (ESAs)  (in  addition  to  the  existing 
Cambrian  Mountains  and  Llyn  ESAs).  These  areas,  Anglesey,  the  Radnor  Hills,  the 
Clwydian  Hills  and  Preseli  District  in  Pembrokeshire,  are  of  high  value  for  birds,  either 
coastal  or  upland  species,  but  the  most  important  must  be  Anglesey  with  its  mosaic  of 
open  water  and  wetlands,  rough  pastures,  coastal  heaths  and  pasture,  providing  for  a 
range  of  birds  from  waterfowl  to  Chough.  In  June  1992  WOAD  also  announced  an 
increase  in  the  financial  incentives  for  farmers  in  the  Cambrian  Mountain  ESA  to 
manage  broad-leaved  woodlands  and  heather  moorland  more  effectively. 

Encouraging  too  were  the  designations  in  June  1992  of  four  new  Welsh  ‘Special 
Protection  Areas’  or  SPAs  (important  birds  areas  under  the  EC  Wild  Birds  Directive). 
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Designation  of  SPAs  had  been  held  up  for  some  years  but  pressure  from  conservation 
bodies  resulted  in  the  Welsh  Office  announcing  that  Anglesey’s  Holy  Island  coast  and 
tern  colonies,  Aberdaron  and  Bardsey  on  the  Llyn  and  Traeth  Lavan  near  Bangor  had 
finally  been  given  this  special  status.  It  is  likely  that  the  Burry  Inlet  SPA  will  also  soon 
be  announced. 

On  the  development  front,  the  Cardiff  Bay  saga  rumbles  on.  The  bill  to  build  a 
barrage  across  the  mouth  of  the  Taff/Ely  failed  to  get  through  the  Parliamentary  session 
before  the  general  election  (thanks  to  Labour  MPs  remembering  a  rule  that  allows  all 
Welsh  MPs  to  sit  on  any  Standing  Committee  discussing  Welsh  issues)  but  a  carry-over 
motion  was  secured.  The  Standing  Committee  rejected  the  proposal  for  an  artificially 
created  mudflat  at  Peterstone  as  mitigation  for  the  loss  of  the  Taff/Ely  estuary,  on  the 
grounds  of  costs  and  uncertainty  of  it  being  successful.  Fortunately,  RSPB/CCW/Welsh 
Office  meetings  have  resulted  in  the  Welsh  Office  undertaking  to  provide  some 
mitigation  should  the  barrage  bill  be  approved.  It  is  now  recognised  that  an  equivalent 
area  of  mudflat  to  that  in  the  Taff/Ely  estuary  cannot  readily  be  created,  but  as  an 
alternative,  1000  acres  of  the  Gwent  Levels  would  provide  an  opportunity  for  creating 
other  valuable  habitat,  viz  wetlands  and  reedbeds  for  the  rapidly  declining  breeding 
wader  populations  and  perhaps  even  for  Bitterns  and  Bearded  Tits?  Of  particular 
annoyance  to  conservation  bodies  who  have  sustained  their  opposition  to  the  barrage 
over  the  last  five  years  was  the  Secretary  of  State’s  announcement  in  November  1991 
that  the  boundary  of  the  proposed  Severn  Estuary  SPA  had  been  re-drawn  to  exclude  the 
Taff/Ely  estuary! 

Further  development  proposals  in  south  Wales  remain  of  concern.  The  Gwent 
Levels  are  under  particular  pressure.  New  industrial  and  housing  development  are  bound 
to  follow  construction  of  the  new  Severn  Crossing  and  toll  plaza,  and  the  proposed  new 
M4  may  run  across  the  Levels.  Plans  for  the  Severnside  International  Airport  have 
fortunately  not  progressed  much  further,  but  a  bill  to  promote  this  remains  a  possibility. 

In  north  Wales,  the  A55  is  similarly  bringing  development  pressure/opportunities, 
whilst  discovery  of  gas  and  oil  in  Liverpool  Bay  is  posing  possible  problems  for  the 
important  Dee  Estuary.  Hamilton  Brothers’  proposal  to  construct  a  gas  terminal  on 
pasture  at  Talacre  near  the  Point  of  Ayr  is  at  present  the  subject  of  a  public  enquiry. 
Associated  with  the  terminal  development  will  be  pipelines  bringing  gas  (and  oil)  ashore 
and  up  to  a  gas-fired  power  station  at  Connah’s  Quay.  RSPB  initially  objected  to  the 
terminal  development  because  of  its  proximity  to  the  very  important  Point  of  Ayr  roost 
and  the  proposal  for  helicopters  to  regularly  fly  to  and  from  the  terminal.  After  lengthy 
discussions,  Hamilton  Brothers  agreed  to  withdraw  the  helipad  and  use  of  the  site  by 
helicopters.  The  company  has  also  purchased  approximately  100  acres  of  pasture  outside 
the  terminal  site  to  create  wet  pastures  and  scrapes  to  attract  wintering  Curlew  and 
Lapwing  and  encourage  breeding  waders.  This  mitigation  package  safeguards  pastures 
which  otherwise  are  likely  to  be  lost  to  caravan  development  (as  has  happened  in  the 
past)  or  to  dumping  of  coal  waste  from  the  Point  of  Ayr  colliery,  and  will  improve  them 
for  birds. 

Disturbance  to  birds  at  the  Point  of  Ayr  roost  from  the  terminal  is  unlikely.  The 
colliery  which  is  much  closer  to  the  roost  does  not  cause  problems,  whilst  elsewhere  on 
estuaries  birds  co-exist  alongside  large  terminals.  Once  satisfied  that  birds  were  unlikely 
to  be  adversely  affected  if  the  development  proceeded,  and  once  the  negotiations  had 
secured  a  legally  binding  mitigation  package,  the  CCW  and  RSPB  both  withdrew  their 
objections.  Both  organisations  believed  that  they  had  no  strong  ornithological  grounds  to 


60 


maintain  an  objection  at  a  public  enquiry  and  that  a  very  satisfactory  mitigation  package 
had  been  secured  which  would  safeguard  pastures  from  development,  enable  re-creation 
of  bird-rich  habitat  and  allow  effective  management  of  the  dunes  and  saltmarsh  at  the 
Point  of  Ayr.  Local  conservation  groups  did,  however,  decide  to  maintain  their 
objections.  The  outcome  of  the  public  enquiry  is  expected  in  the  autumn  of  1992. 

Good  news  for  the  Dee  Estuary  was  the  agreement  by  local  authorities,  industrialists 
and  conservationists  on  the  Dee  estuary  Forum  that  a  management  plan  was  the  way 
forward  for  the  Dee  Estuary.  English  Nature  is  funding  a  project  officer  to  prepare  the 
plan,  with  a  steering  group  from  a  wide  range  of  interests  represented  on  the  forum. 
Integrated  coastal  zone  management  is  much  in  vogue  at  present  and  it  is  hoped  that  an 
agreed  plan  for  the  whole  of  the  Dee  estuary  will  help  avoid  conflicts  of  interest  in  the 
future  and  ensure  that  the  estuary  is  managed  sustainably. 

Threats  to  Welsh  estuaries  come  from  many  quarters-damage  to  invertebrates  and 
disturbance  to  birds  from  bait  digging  and  cockle  dredging;  disturbance  from  recreation 
pressures,  notably  jetskis;  pollution;  and  the  ultimate,  barrages  across  their  mouths.  The 
recession  may  have  deferred  or  dissuaded  many  developers  over  the  last  few  years  but 
plans  for  Severn  and  Conwy  electricity-generating  barrages  have  certainly  not  been 
entirely  shelved.  Meanwhile,  Newport  Borough  Council  continues  to  promote  a  barrage 
across  the  Usk  to  attract  developers  to  Newport. 

Wales  boast  few  large  natural  lakes;  one  of  the  most  important  is  Llangorse  Lake 
near  Brecon.  Here,  long  concern  over  the  possible  impact  of  waterskiers  and  power¬ 
boats  on  wildlife,  especially  birds,  and  failure  of  voluntary  agreements  over  timing  and 
zoning  of  these  noisy  water  sports,  led  the  Brecon  Beacons  National  Parks  (BBNP)  to 
consider  introducing  byelaws  to  effectively  rid  the  lake  of  power-boats.  This  is  in  line 
with  the  1991  Review  of  National  Parks  by  Professor  Ron  Edwards  (The  Edwards 
Report)  which  strongly  stated  that  nature  conservation  and  quiet  enjoyment  should  take 
precedence  over  noisy  recreation  in  National  Parks.  Canoeists,  windsurfers,  fishermen, 
rowing  boats  and  birdwatchers  will  not  be  affected  should  byelaws  be  approved  but 
water  birds  will,  it  is  hoped,  benefit.  For  a  lake  of  its  size,  Llangorse  Lake  holds  pitifully 
small  breeding  populations  of  waterfowl.  Just  two  or  three  pairs  of  Great  Crested  Grebes 
currently  attempt  to  breed,  compared  with  up  to  30  pairs  earlier  this  century;  there  are  no 
Little  Grebes  and  few  duck  other  than  Mallard;  the  fringe  of  reeds  of  value  for  breeding 
Reed  Warblers,  roosts  of  Sand  Martins  and  passage  Sedge  Warblers,  is  suffering  it  is 
believed  form  the  wash  from  power-boats  as  well  as  pressure  from  grazing  cattle. 
Voluntary  conservation  bodies  are  united  in  their  support  of  the  byelaws. 

Persecution  of  birds  in  Wales  is  sadly  still  very  much  a  live  issue.  The  decadal 
Peregrine  survey  revealed  that  a  minimum  of  31  eyries  (1 1%  of  the  Welsh  population) 
failed  due  to  human  interface  in  1991,  many  of  them  in  the  rural  counties  of  Radnorshire 
and  Ceredigion.  Several  Goshawk  nests  were  robbed  by  egg-collectors  and  falconers,  a 
problem  which  will  no  doubt  increase  as  the  Welsh  range  of  this  species  expands. 
Despite  a  great  deal  of  time  and  effort  put  in  by  wardens,  local  people  and  the  army,  a 
minimum  of  eight  Red  Kite  nests  were  robbed,  and  although  only  one  bird  was  known  to 
have  been  killed  illegal  poisoning  (Fenthion),  several  others  were  suspected  to  have  died 
in  this  way.  Two  incidents  involving  pole-traps  were  reported  to  the  RSPB  in  1991,  one 
involving  a  Heron  which  was  caught  with  the  trap  attached  to  its  foot  and  the  other  an 
Buzzard  which  died.  Despite  the  fact  that  pole-traps  have  been  illegal  since  1904,  they 
are  still  widely  used  in  some  areas  of  Wales,  and  we  would  welcome  information  on 
their  use,  or  the  illegal  use  of  poisons  in  Wales. 
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THE  BREEDING  POPULATION  OF  THE  PEREGRINE  Falco  peregrinus 

IN  WALES  IN  1991 

IOLO  WILLIAMS,  RSPB,  Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank,  Newtown,  Powys  SY16  2AB 

SUMMARY 

The  1991  survey  of  the  breeding  population  of  Peregrines  in  Wales 
revealed  a  total  of  280  occupied  territories;  78  (28%)  were  coastal,  the  remaining 
202  nesting  on  inland  cliffs  (156)  and  quarries  (46).  Thirty-one  eyries  (11%) 
were  known  or  suspected  to  have  failed  due  to  human  interference. 

The  average  clutch  size  for  nests  where  data  was  available  was  3.3, 
the  average  hatched  brood  size  2.3,  and  the  average  number  of  young  fledged  per 
nest  where  the  outcome  was  known  was  2.0. 

The  1991  population  represents  an  increase  of  159%  on  the  1981 
figure.  This  remarkable  recovery  since  the  lowest  level  of  48  pairs  reached  in 
1961-62  is  attributed  to  a  combination  of  factors  including  a  reduction  in 
exposure  to  contamination  by  organochlorine  pesticides,  the  availability  of  new 
nest  sites  in  quarries,  reduced  persecution  and  local  increases  in  prey  species. 

INTRODUCTION 

National  surveys  of  the  breeding  population  of  the  Peregrine  ( Falco  peregrinus) 
have  been  undertaken  every  ten  years  since  1961/62.  Following  the  first  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  Peregrine  Enquiry  of  1961-62  which  documented  the  post- 1955  crash  in  the 
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breeding  population  induced  by  pesticides,  a  second  survey  in  1971  established  that  a 
marked  recovery  in  numbers  was  taking  place  (Ratcliffe,  1972).  In  1981,  a  third  survey 
revealed  that  this  trend  had  continued  and  the  breeding  population  then  represented 
about  90%  of  the  estimated  average  annual  population  level  for  1930-39  (Ratcliffe, 
1984).  In  Wales,  the  population  had  risen  from  an  estimated  total  of  48  occupied 
territories  in  1961  to  94  breeding  pairs  in  1981.  The  latter  figure  was  about  75%  of  the 
pre-war  population  of  128  pairs  (Ratcliffe,  1980). 

In  1989  the  RSPB  undertook  a  desk  survey  of  breeding  Peregrines  in  Wales  to 
assess  the  extent  of  the  continued  increase  in  the  population.  The  results  of  this  survey 
showed  that  the  Welsh  population  had  risen  to  246  pairs,  a  remarkable  increase  of  94% 
on  the  estimated  average  level  for  1930-39  (Williams,  1989).  The  1991  survey  continued 
the  national  decadal  survey  and  was  a  collaborative  project  between  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  (BTO),  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB)  and,  in  Wales, 
the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group. 

METHODS 

Geographical  coverage  for  the  field  survey  in  Wales  was  organised  largely  by  the 
RSPB  through  the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group  County  Co-ordinators  with  the  additional 
assistance  of  BTO  Regional  Representatives  in  some  areas.  Most  of  the  fieldwork  was 
undertaken  by  a  network  of  contacts  established  during  earlier  Peregrine  surveys,  with  a 
minimum  of  171  observers  contributing  to  the  1991  survey  in  Wales. 

Fieldworkers  were  asked  to  make  a  minimum  of  3  visits  to  known  or  potential 
Peregrine  eyries  in  Wales  during  the  breeding  season  in  order  to  record  the 
presence/absence  of  birds,  evidence  of  breeding  and  breeding  success.  Presence  of  one 
or  more  birds  at  suitable  sites  was  regarded  as  evidence  of  territorial  occupation, 
whereas  an  eyrie  with  eggs  or  young  or  indicative  parental  behaviour  were  adequate 
evidence  of  nesting.  Breeding  data  were  collated  where  possible,  and  a  sample  of 
unhatched  eggs  was  collected  under  licence  and  sent  to  Dr  Ian  Newton  of  the  Institute 
for  Terrestrial  Ecology  for  analysis.  Prey  items  were  recorded  from  a  total  of  6  nests. 

The  old  (pre-1974)  counties  have  been  the  basis  for  all  previous  reports  on 
Peregrine  surveys  in  Wales  and  are  used  in  this  analysis. 

RESULTS 

The  results  of  the  1991  survey  are  summarised  and  compared  with  previous  surveys 
in  Tables  1  and  2.  Of  the  total  of  280  occupied  territories,  78  (28%)  were  coastal,  and  46 
of  the  202  inland  sites  were  located  in  quarries.  A  minimum  of  31  nests  (11%)  was 
known  or  suspected  to  have  failed  due  to  human  interference.  Persecution  was 
particularly  high  in  Radnorshire  where  9  out  of  13  nests  (69%)  were  robbed, 
Denbighshire  where  4  out  of  21  nests  (19%)  were  robbed,  and  Cardiganshire  where  6  out 
of  24  nests  (25%)  failed  due  to  human  interference. 

The  average  clutch  size  for  52  nests  where  data  were  collated  was  3.3.  and  the 
average  brood  size  for  75  nests  was  2.3  (Table  3).  The  average  number  of  young  fledged 
per  successful  nest  where  the  outcome  was  known  (n=105)  was  2.0.  Three  instances 
were  recorded  of  pairs  re-laying,  all  involving  eyries  which  were  robbed  early  in  the 
incubation  period. 

Anglesey 

Nine  coastal  and  two  inland  pairs  occupied  territories  in  1991,  both  inland  pairs 
nesting  in  quarries,  an  increase  of  267%  on  the  results  of  the  1981  BTO  Survey 
(Ratcliffe,  1984).  Although  the  island  has  long  been  a  target  for  egg  collectors,  no  nests 
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TABLE  1.  THE  NUMBERS  AND  DISTRIBUTION  OF  OCCUPIED  PEREGRINE 

TERRITORIES  IN  WALES  IN  1991 


County 

Occupied 

territories 

Coastal 

Inland 

( Quarry) 

Nests 

robbed 

Anglesey 

11 

9 

2 

(2) 

Brecon 

16 

— 

16 

(1) 

1 

Caernarfon 

41 

13 

28 

(6) 

1 

Cardigan 

24 

11 

13 

(2) 

6 

Carmarthen 

15 

3 

12 

(3) 

Denbigh 

21 

21 

(9) 

4 

Flint 

2 

- 

2 

(2) 

— 

Glamorgan 

21 

5 

16 

(6) 

2 

Merioneth 

46 

— 

46 

(3) 

4 

Monmouth 

8 

1 

7 

(1) 

— 

Montgomery 

23 

- 

23 

(7) 

3 

Pembroke 

39 

36 

3 

(2) 

1 

Radnor 

13 

— 

13 

(2) 

9 

Wales  total  (%) 

280 

78  (28%) 

202  (72%) 

(46)  (16%) 

31  (11%) 

TABLE  2.  PEREGRINE  BREEDING  DATA  FOR  WALES  FOR  1991,  1989  (RSPB 
SURVEY),  1981  (BTO  SURVEY)  AND  1930-39  (FROM  RATCLIFFE,  1980)  COMPARED. 


County 

COUNTY  NAMES  ARE  GIVEN  IN  FULL  IN  TABLE  1 

Number  of  occupied  territories 
1930-39  1981  '  1989 

Coastal/inland  Coastal/inland  Coastal/inland 

1991 

Coastal/inland 

Ang 

5 

— 

3 

— 

12 

1 

9 

2 

Brec 

6 

— 

4 

— 

15 

— 

16 

Caern 

1  1 

14 

5 

20 

13 

33 

13 

28 

Cards 

8 

4 

6 

5 

1 1 

14 

1 1 

13 

Carm 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 1 

3 

12 

Denb 

— 

3 

— 

5 

— 

12 

- 

21 

Flint 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

Glam 

6 

4 

2 

6 

5 

16 

5 

16 

Mer 

— 

17 

— 

20 

— 

33 

- 

46 

Mon 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

7 

1 

7 

Mont 

- 

7 

— 

6 

— 

18 

— 

23 

Pembs 

30 

1 

19 

— 

29 

2 

36 

3 

Radnor 

— 

5 

— 

3 

— 

8 

— 

13 

Total 

62 

66 

36 

72 

73 

173 

78 

202 

TABLE  3.  CLUTCH  AND  HATCHED  BROOD  SIZES  IN  WELSH  PEREGRINES  IN  1991 


Clutch  size 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Mean 

Number  of  nests 

I 

7 

19 

25 

3.3 

Hatched  brood  size 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Mean 

Number  of  nests 

13 

30 

25 

7 

2.3 

are  known  to  have  been  robbed  in  Anglesey  in  1991,  although  an  attempt  was  made  on 
an  eyrie  on  the  north  coast. 

Brecon 

Sixteen  pairs  held  territory  in  the  county,  an  increase  of  300%  since  1981.  Only  one 
nest  was  known  to  have  been  robbed  and  one  pair  bred  in  a  quarry.  Two  successful  nests 
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in  the  south  of  the  county  were  situated  within  1 ,8Km  of  each  other. 

Caernarfon 

A  traditional  stronghold  for  this  species  in  Wales,  Caernarfonshire  held  41  occupied 
territories  in  1991  compared  with  25  in  1981,  an  increase  of  64%.  However,  site 
occupancy  was  not  as  high  as  in  1989  (n=46),  possibly  due  to  the  adverse  weather  at  a 
critical  period  early  in  the  breeding  season  and  the  exposed  nature  of  many  sites. 
Thirteen  of  the  territories  were  coastal  and  6  pairs  nested  in  quarries.  Although  only  one 
eyrie  is  known  to  have  been  robbed,  several  others  failed  in  suspicious  circumstances. 
Cardigan 

A  total  of  24  occupied  territories  were  located  compared  with  1 1  pairs  10  years  ago, 
an  increase  of  1 18%.  Eleven  of  the  occupied  territories  were  coastal  and  2  of  the  inland 
sites  were  found  in  quarries.  Six  nests  were  robbed,  representing  25%  of  all  sites  found, 
with  many  of  these  in  areas  where  Raven  nests  had  been  robbed  earlier  in  the  season. 
One  of  the  robbed  pairs  subsequently  re-laid  and  reared  3  young. 

Carmarthen 

Out  of  the  15  pairs,  3  were  coastal  and  3  nested  in  quarries.  The  total  represents  a 
staggering  increase  of  650%  on  the  results  of  the  1981  survey.  For  the  first  time  in  many 
years,  no  eyries  are  known  to  have  failed  due  to  human  interference. 

Denbigh 

Twenty-one  inland  pairs  were  found  in  Denbighshire,  9  of  these  in  quarries  (43%) 
and  one  involving  the  first  instance  of  ground  nesting  ever  recorded  in  Wales.  The  total 
represents  an  increase  of  320%  over  the  past  10  years,  although  the  number  of  nests 
which  failed  due  to  human  interference  (4)  was  also  high.  One  of  the  robbed  nests  which 
failed  at  a  time  when  young  chicks  were  in  the  eyrie,  was  within  5  metres  of  a  successful 
Raven  nest. 

Flint 

Peregrines  have  only  recently  colonised  this  county,  and  no  occupied  territories 
were  recorded  in  any  survey  prior  to  1989.  In  1991,  2  pairs  were  found  breeding  in 
quarries,  and  both  were  successful,  rearing  a  total  of  5  young.  In  1989,  3  pairs  bred  in  the 
county  but  one  of  these  sites  was  occupied  by  a  pair  of  Kestrels  in  1991. 

Glamorgan 

Twenty-one  occupied  territories  represents  an  increase  of  163%  on  the  1981  total. 
Six  of  the  sites  were  in  quarries  and  5  on  coastal  cliffs.  Two  nests  were  robbed,  an 
unusually  low  percentage  in  a  county  where  adult  birds,  their  eggs  and  nests  are  known 
to  be  heavily  persecuted.  A  single  bird  was  reported  to  be  present  in  Swansea  city  centre. 
Merioneth 

More  occupied  territories  were  located  in  Merionethshire  (46)  than  in  any  other 
Welsh  county.  The  total,  all  of  which  were  found  inland,  represents  an  increase  of  130% 
over  a  10  year  period.  Three  of  the  eyries  were  in  quarries  and  4  are  known  to  have  been 
robbed.  One  pair  which  re-laid  in  the  same  site  after  being  robbed  also  had  its  second 
clutch  stolen. 

Monmouth 

Of  the  8  occupied  territories  discovered  in  1991,  only  one  was  coastal.  The 
population  has  increased  by  300%  since  1981,  and  although  no  nests  are  knowm  to  have 
been  robbed,  eggs  disappeared  from  one  site  which  has  been  robbed  in  previous  years. 
Montgomery 

Twenty-three  pairs  held  territories  in  1991  compared  to  only  6  in  1981,  an  increase 
of  283%.  Seven  of  the  pairs  nested  in  quarries,  all  of  which  were  successful,  and  3  nests 
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are  known  to  have  been  robbed.  An  attempted  robbery  at  one  site  led  to  a  successful 
prosecution  at  Welshpool  magistrates  court. 

Pembroke 

Pembrokeshire  has  long  been  a  stronghold  for  Peregrines  in  Wales  and,  in  1991,  39 
occupied  territories  were  located  compared  with  19  in  1981,  an  increase  of  105%;  2  sites 
were  in  quarries.  Many  of  the  36  coastal  sites  are  on  sheer  or  overhanging  cliffs,  making 
it  difficult  to  monitor  and  to  distinguish  between  pairs  which  fail  naturally  and  those 
which  are  robbed.  Traditionally  a  target  area  for  egg  collectors,  only  one  site  was  known 
to  have  been  robbed  in  1991. 

Radnor 

Thirteen  pairs  occupied  territories  in  1991,  all  but  one  reaching  the  egg-laying 
stage.  This  in  an  increase  of  33%  on  the  last  decadal  survey.  Two  of  the  sites  were  in 
quarries  and  at  least  9  nests,  69%  of  the  county  total,  are  suspected  to  have  been  robbed. 
In  one  of  these  the  pair  re-laid  but  was  robbed  again. 


DISCUSSION 

The  past  10  years  have  seen  an  unprecedented  increase  in  the  Welsh  Peregrine 
population,  the  number  of  occupied  territories  increasing  from  108  to  280  during  this 
period  (Table  4).  By  far  the  most  marked  increase  has  been  inland  where  numbers  have 
risen  by  181%,  from  72  occupied  territories  in  1981  to  202  in  1991.  On  the  coast,  the 
increase  has  been  less  spectacular,  but  nonetheless  substantial,  from  36  to  78  occupied 
territories  (+117%).  High  densities  were  recorded  in  parts  of  Snowdonia  and  on  the 
Pembrokeshire  coast. 

TABLE  4.  THE  PERCENTAGE  INCREASE  BY  COUNTY  IN  THE  NUMBER  OF 
OCCUPIED  PEREGRINE  TERRITORIES  IN  1981  AND  1991 

Number  of  occupied  territories 


County 

1981 

1991 

%  increase 

Anglesey 

3 

11 

267 

Brecon 

4 

16 

300 

Caernarfon 

25 

41 

64 

Cardigan 

11 

24 

118 

Carmarthen 

2 

15 

650 

Denbigh 

5 

21 

320 

Flint 

0 

2 

200 

Glamorgan 

8 

21 

163 

Merioneth 

20 

46 

130 

Monmouth 

2 

8 

300 

Montgomery 

6 

23 

283 

Pembroke 

19 

39 

105 

Radnor 

3 

13 

333 

Total 

108 

280 

159 

There  are  several  reasons  for  the  Peregrine’s  recovery  from  the  all-time  low  levels 
of  the  early  1960’s,  one  of  the  main  ones  being  the  reduction  in  exposure  to  organo- 
chlorine  chemicals  such  as  DDT  which  caused  the  dramatic  decline  experienced  at  that 
time.  In  1963,  the  few  successful  nests  in  Wales  were  confined  to  the  remoter  coastal  and 
inland  areas  where  these  chemicals  were  not  widely  used,  and  where  contamination  of 
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prey  populations  was  minimal  (Newton  and  Haas,  1984).  By  1981,  few  eggs  were  failing 
to  hatch  due  to  contamination  by  pesticides  and  heavy  metals  (Ratcliffe,  1984),  and  it  is 
likely  that  this  recovery  has  continued.  However  unhatched  eggs  recovered  under  licence 
from  nests  in  Anglesey  and  Merioneth  have  not  yet  been  analysed. 

Quarries  provided  nest  sites  for  46  pairs,  16%  of  the  total  Welsh  population.  These 
artificially-created  sites  have  played  a  significant  role  in  the  increase,  particularly  in  the 
counties  of  Denbigh,  Montgomery  and  Glamorgan  where  43%,  30%  and  29% 
respectively  of  the  population  nest  in  quarries.  The  2  pairs  breeding  in  Flint  were  both  in 
quarries. 

Although  31  eyries  are  known  to  have  been  robbed  in  Wales  in  1991,  the  level  of 
persecution  has  undoubtedly  declined  since  the  pre-war  period.  At  that  time, 
gamekeepers  killed  birds  of  prey  indiscriminately,  particularly  on  the  edges  of  open 
moorland  managed  for  grouse.  The  Peregrine  has  also  long  been  a  target  for  falconers 
and,  more  recently,  some  pigeon  fanciers  have  been  persecuting  adult  birds,  their  eggs 
and  young.  In  1991,  the  level  of  persecution  was  particularly  high  in  Radnor,  Cardigan 
and  the  Conwy  valley  area,  but  surprisingly  low  in  the  south  Wales  valleys  where  up  to 
half  the  nests  are  robbed  in  some  years. 

In  more  exposed  areas,  several  traditional  eyries  were  unoccupied  in  1991,  probably 
as  a  result  of  the  prolonged  cold,  rainy  weather  experienced  throughout  much  of  the 
breeding  season.  In  particular  some  eyries  in  Anglesey  and  Snowdonia  appear  to  have 
been  affected  by  this,  as  the  populations  here  were  lower  than  in  1989  (Williams,  1989, 
Table  2).  In  more  sheltered  areas  however,  the  weather  appears  to  have  had  little  effect 
on  breeding  numbers. 

An  increase  in  the  numbers  of  feral  pigeons  ( Columba  livia )  in  some  areas  has 
without  doubt  aided  the  recovery  of  the  Peregrine  population,  although  the  prey  species 
taken  varies  depending  on  the  surrounding  bird  communities  (Ratcliffe,  1980).  In  parts 
of  Snowdonia,  some  pairs  feed  almost  exclusively  on  Jackdaws  ( Corvus  monedula)  and 
pigeons  during  the  breeding  season,  and  a  pair  breeding  on  the  edge  of  the  Migneint 
moor  in  1991  specialised  in  catching  Black-headed  Gulls  ( Lams  ridibundus)  from  a 
nearby  colony  (Thorpe,  1991  Appendix  1).  Several  pairs  whose  territories  included 
coniferous  woodlands,  exploited  the  abundance  of  Crossbills  ( Loxia  curvirostra)  and 
Siskins  ( Carduelis  spinus )  in  the  early  spring  (P.  Lindley,  A.  Irwin,  pers.  comm.).  Tyler 
and  Ormerod  (1991)  found  remains  of  a  fox  cub  ( Vulpes  vulpes )  in  an  eyrie  in  the  Wye 
valley,  the  first  time  this  species  has  been  recorded  as  a  Peregrine  prey  item. 

In  1984,  and  probably  in  1983,  a  pair  of  Peregrines  nested  successfully  in  an  old 
Raven  nest  in  a  pine  tree  in  Radnorshire  (P.  Jennings,  pers.  comm.).  The  pair  was  present 
again  in  1985,  but  a  high  level  of  disturbance  at  a  critical  time  resulted  in  the 
abandonment  of  the  site.  Tree-nesting  is  not  known  to  have  occurred  since  but  in  1991,  a 
pair  was  found  nesting  on  the  ground  among  lush  heather  in  Merioneth.  These  birds 
usually  nest  on  a  nearby  cliff  where  the  eggs  or  chicks  are  robbed  each  year,  but  in  1991 
they  were  successful  in  rearing  two  young.  This  is  the  first  time  ground-nesting  has  been 
recorded  in  Wales,  but  Peregrines  are  known  to  nest  on  the  ground  in  isolated  areas  of 
Scotland  (Ratcliffe,  1980). 

As  the  Peregrine  population  has  increased  in  Britain,  pairs  have  been  recorded 
breeding  in  close  proximity  to  urban  areas.  In  Swansea  in  1990,  an  artificial  platform 
erected  on  the  Post  Office  tower  was  occupied  by  a  breeding  pair  which  reared  four 
young.  Unfortunately  an  adult  male  was  shot  in  the  city  centre  during  the  1990/91  winter 
and  the  site  was  not  occupied  during  the  survey  although  a  pair  is  now  reported  to  be 
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holding  territory  nearby.  A  pair  has  nested  since  at  least  1989  on  a  bridge  in  North  Wales 
and  a  pair  has  nested  successfully  for  the  past  two  years  in  a  quarry  at  the  edge  of  mid- 
Wales  town.  Several  pairs  bred  successfully  in  working  quarries. 

On  the  edge  of  the  Berwyn  Mountains  in  1990,  a  pair  laid  5  eggs  and  subsequently 
succeeded  in  rearing  5  young.  In  1991,  the  largest  clutch  of  eggs  recorded  was  4  (n=25) 
and  the  maximum  recorded  number  of  young  reared  was  also  4  (n=7).  One  quarry  eyrie 
was  situated  within  5  metres  of  an  occupied  Raven  nest,  and  whereas  four  young  fledged 
from  the  latter,  the  Peregrine  chicks  were  killed  soon  after  hatching. 

In  Wales  therefore,  the  Peregrine  population  has  made  a  complete  recovery  since 
the  crash  in  numbers  during  the  1950s  and  1960s,  and  is  now  at  a  higher  level  than  it  has 
ever  been  before.  It  is  likely  that  in  most  areas,  the  population  is  reaching  its  capacity, 
although  new  areas  may  yet  be  colonised  should  the  incidence  of  tree  and  ground¬ 
nesting  increase.  Thanks  to  the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group,  the  annual  level  of 
monitoring  afforded  to  this  species  is  high,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  lead  to  less 
disturbance  and  faster  reaction  to  illegal  incidents  in  future. 
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APPENDIX  1.  PREY  ITEMS  IDENTIFIED  AT  6  UPLAND  PEREGRINE  EYRIES  IN 

NORTH  AND  MID  WALES  IN  1991 


Birds 

Teal 

Anas  crecca 

Red  Grouse 

Lagopus  lagopus 

Lapwing 

Vanellus  vanellus 

Curlew 

Numenius  arquata 

Black-headed  Gull 

Larus  ridibundus 

Feral  Pigeon 

Columba  livia 

Wood  Pigeon 

Columba  palumbus 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Dendrocopus  major 

Skylark 

Alauda  arvensis 

Pipit  sp. 

An  thus  sp. 

Fieldfare 

Turdus  pilaris 

Mistle  Thrush 

Tardus  viceivorus 

Siskin 

Carduelis  spinus 

Crossbill 

Loxia  curvirostra 

Starling 

Sturnus  vulgaris 

Jackdaw 

Corx’us  monedula 

Mammals 

Fox 

Vulpes  vulpes 

Hare 

Lepus  europaeus 

Rabbit 

Oryctolagus  cuniculus 
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MIGRATION  OF  THE  DOTTEREL  Charadrius  morinellus  THROUGH  WALES 

M.  GREEN,  Bronhaul,  Pentrebach,  Talybont,  Dyfed  SY24  5EH 

Dotterels,  ( Charadrius  morinellus)  breed  in  northern  Europe  and  Russia.  The 
European  population  winters  mainly  in  north  Africa  (Cramp  1983),  with  passage 
occurring  on  broad  fronts.  Birds  appear  to  use  a  few,  but  often  traditional,  stopping-off 
places  which  are  generally  in  the  uplands  (Cramp  1983).  This  paper  examines  records  of 
such  sites  in  Wales  during  the  1980s  in  relation  to  numbers,  timing  and  habitat  usage. 

METHODS 

Records  of  parties  or  trips  of  Dotterels  in  Wales  between  1980  and  1989  were 
collected  from  County  bird  reports.  County  bird  recorders  and  individuals.  Where  such 
information  was  available  the  habitat  was  recorded,  along  with  date  and  number  of  birds. 
Records  prior  to  1980  were  examined  where  they  were  readily  available  and  are 
discussed  below. 


RESULTS 

Numbers 

Records  of  62  trips  involving  317  birds  were  found  (Table  1).  Of  these  48  were  in 
the  spring  (between  April  and  June),  with  an  average  trip  size  of  6.1  birds,  and  14  were 
in  the  autumn  (August  to  October),  with  an  average  trip  size  of  1.4.  Most  records  are  of 
small  trips  of  up  to  4  birds.  The  largest  recorded  is  a  trip  of  45  on  Anglesey  in  1980, 
followed  by  32  in  Cardigan  in  1989-both  of  these  were  in  mid  May. 


TABLE  1:  NUMBER  OE  DOTTEREL  RECORDS  IN  WALES  1980-89 


Area 

No.  of  records 

No.  of  sites  * 

Total  No.  of  Birds 

Gwent 

3 

3 

7  ' 

South  Glamorgan 

0 

0 

0 

Mid  Glamorgan 

3 

2 

22 

West  Glamorgan 

0 

0 

0 

Carmarthen 

9 

3 

38 

Pembroke 

3 

2 

8 

Brecon 

5 

5 

13 

Cardigan 

9 

3 

70 

Radnor 

3 

3 

10 

Montgomery 

1 

1 

1 

Merioneth 

1 

1 

2 

Flint 

0 

0 

0 

Denbigh 

3 

2 

7 

Caernarfon 

13 

1 

83 

Anglesey 

9 

4 

56 

Total 

(fl 

30 

317 

*‘Site’  in  this  context  can  mean  quite  a 

large  area. 

Timing 

The  distribution  of  records  is  shown  in  Figure  1.  By  far  the  majority  of  records 
(39=63%  of  total  records,  81%  of  spring  records)  were  during  May,  and  34  of  those 
were  in  the  first  half  of  May.  There  were  8  records  in  April,  the  earliest  being  on  the 
10th.  There  was  one  June  record  on  the  18th.  There  were  no  records  for  July,  the  earliest 
return  being  14th  August,  with  2  further  August  records.  The  majority  of  the  autumn 
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Autumn  span  dates  14/8  to  20/10.  All  other  dates  nil.  Figure  1.  Timing  of  Dotterel  records  in  Wales  during  1980-89 


records  were  in  September  (8=12%  of  total  records,  57%  of  autumn  records),  with  3 
records  in  October,  the  latest  being  on  the  20th.  The  distribution  is  similar  when 
numbers  of  birds  are  plotted,  with  the  main  passage  occurring  in  late  April  to  mid  May. 
Location  and  Habitat 

Records  were  found  for  12  of  the  15  recording  areas  in  Wales  (as  defined  in  Welsh 
Bird  Report,  1978-87).  Records  by  area  are  given  in  Table  1  and  it  can  be  seen  that  many 
birds  were  recorded  at  relatively  few  sites  (e.g.  in  Caernarfon  and  Cardigan);  48  records 
(77%)  were  at  hilltop  locations.  Where  details  of  habitat  were  available  it  was  found  that 
upland  ridges  with  short  vegetation  were  favoured.  This  is  similar  to  the  favoured 
breeding  habitat  in  Scotland  (Nethersole-Thompson,  1973).  The  remaining  14  records 
(23%)  were  from  coastal  locations,  or  fields  close  to  the  coast.  Little  detail  of  habitat  was 
available  for  these  records.  Six  of  the  coastal  records  are  from  autumn  passage.  Details 
of  sites  have  been  deposited  with  The  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB) 
and  the  Countryside  Council  for  Wales  (CCW). 

DISCUSSION 

Where  records  prior  to  1980  were  readily  available  it  is  clear  that  observations  of 
Dotterel  in  Wales  have  increased  during  the  last  10  years.  For  example,  from  Cardigan 
there  were  9  records  during  the  1980s  and  9  records  between  1948  and  1979.  On  the 
Black  Mountains  there  were  3  records  during  the  1980s  and  5  records  between  1964  and 
1979.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  7  out  of  the  9  records  for  Cardigan  prior  to  1980  were 
autumn  records,  and  in  the  last  forty  years  all  the  spring  records  from  Breconshire  have 
occurred  since  1980  (M.  Shrubb  pers  comm.) 

The  British  breeding  population  of  Dotterel  has  probably  expanded  during  the  last 
10  years,  although  it  is  not  clear  how  much  this  is  a  genuine  increase  or  due  to  improved 
surveys  (Batten  et  al  1990).  Likewise  with  migratory  birds-there  has  certainly  been  an 
increase  in  surveys  by  bodies  such  as  the  RSPB  and  Nature  Conservancy  Council  (now 
CCW)  in  the  Welsh  uplands  over  the  last  decade.  The  presence  of  experienced 
ornithologists  on  the  hill  during  spring  must  increase  the  chances  of  Dotterel  being 
recorded.  Most  surveys  have  finished  before  autumn  passage  occurs,  and  the  high 
proportion  of  coastal  records  apparent  in  autumn  may  thus  also  be  due  to  observer 
distribution.  Several  recorders  also  noted  that  once  Dotterel  were  recorded  from  a  site  it 
has  often  been  visited  annually  to  check  for  them.  It  is  therefore  likely  that  much  of  the 
increase  in  observations  can  be  attributed  to  increased  observer  effort,  although  there  do 
appear  to  be  more  records  involving  larger  trips  in  recent  years.  An  analysis  of  migratory 
records  from  British  bird  observatories  has  also  shown  an  apparent  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  spring  passage  birds  (Whitfield  et  al ,  1991).  In  conclusion,  both  numbers  of 
records  and  birds  appear  to  have  increased  but  it  is  felt  it  is  impossible  to  attribute  this 
solely  to  an  increased  population  of  Dotterel. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  no  conclusive  records  for  the  length  of  stay  by  individual 
birds.  Where  trips  have  been  recorded  over  several  days  numbers  have  fluctuated, 
indicating  a  throughput  of  birds.  However,  due  to  the  remote  nature  of  most  of  the 
upland  sites  few  continual  observations  on  trips  have  been  made.  Dotterels  use  regular 
staging  posts  (Cramp  &  Simmons,  1982;  Nethersole-Thompson,  1973)  and  it  is  clear 
from  the  records  found  in  this  study  that  many  of  the  Welsh  sites  have  been  used  for 
many  years.  These  sites  are  undoubtedly  important  for  the  survival  of  this  species  and 
deserve  protection. 
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A  REVIEW  OF  THE  STATUS  OF  BREEDING  WADERS  IN  WALES 

STEPHANIE  J.  TYLER ,  RSPB,  Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank,  Newtown,  Powys,  SY16  2AB 


INTRODUCTION 

Much  concern  has  recently  been  expressed  about  the  decline  of  waders  breeding  on 
damp  grassland  or  other  farmland  habitats  (e.g.  Smith  1983,  Batten  et  al.  1990). 
Lapwing*,  Redshank  and  Snipe  have  declined  markedly  in  these  habitats  throughout 
England  and  Wales  in  recent  decades.  (Marchant  et  al.  1990).  Whilst  in  Wales  the 
decline  was  less  evident  (or  went  unnoticed)  up  to  the  70’ s  and  early  80’s,  it  has  more 
recently  been  dramatic  with  a  54%  decline  in  Lapwings  and  a  60%  decline  in  Snipe 
between  1981-82  and  1988-89  (O’Brien  1990),  these  declines  being  attributed  largely  to 
land-use  changes.  The  Curlew  is  a  Red  Data  species  (Batten  et  al.  1990)  because  its 
British  population  is  important  in  a  European  context,  and  is  also  vulnerable  to  land-use 
changes.  Lowland  wet  grassland  surveys  suggested  a  13%  decline  in  breeding  Curlews 
in  Wales  (and  south  west  England)  between  1982  and  1989  (O'Brien  1990).  In  parts  of 
Europe,  such  as  in  Sweden  (Berg  1990),  declines  have  also  been  noted.  Always  a  rare 
breeding  bird  in  Wales,  the  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax  no  longer  nests  in  the  Principality. 

Waders  breeding  along  the  Welsh  coast,  notably  Ringed  Plovers  have  been  under 
pressure  from  recreation  for  at  least  the  last  two  decades  (e.g.  Davis  &  Hope  Jones  1970, 
Hope  Jones  &  Davis  1973).  The  populations  of  Ringed  Plovers  and  of  Oystercatchers  in 
Britain  have  however,  increased  over  this  period,  and  both  species  have  spread  inland  in 
northern  England  and  Scotland,  colonising  rivers  and  reservoir  edges  (Briggs  1983, 
Briggs  1984,  Marchant  et  al.  1990).  Recently  inland  breeding  of  Ringed  Plovers  and 
Oystercatchers  has  become  more  frequent  in  Wales.  The  successful  colonisation  and 
spread  of  Little  Ringed  Plovers  onto  gravel  pits  and  reservoirs  in  south-east  Britain  is 
well  documented  (Sharrock  1976)  and  since  1989  this  species  has  undergone  a  marked 
expansion  in  numbers  in  mid  and  south  Wales,  where  it  now  breeds  mainly  on  river 
shoals,  occurring  alongside  the  more  numerous  Common  Sandpipers  (Tyler  1991,  Tyler 
1992). 

Upland  breeding  waders  have  suffered  mixed  fortunes.  The  Dotterel  Charadrins 
morinellus  population  in  Scotland  appears  now  to  be  much  larger  than  previously 
believed  (Batten  et  al.  1990).  In  Wales  this  species  occurs  on  mountain  tops  and  coastal 
headlands  usually  only  as  a  passage  migrant,  although  it  has  bred,  as  in  1969  in 
Snowdonia  (Hope  Jones  &  Dare  1976).  In  Wales  Golden  Plover  and  Dunlin  are  at  the 
southern  edge  of  their  range,  but  this  appears  to  have  been  contracting  in  recent  decades. 
Their  breeding  habitat  in  Wales  and  elsewhere  in  Britain  has  also  been  lost  or  degraded 
through  conifer  afforestation  of  moors  and  bogs  and  through  overgrazing  (Batten  et  al. 
1990);  recreational  pressures  have  added  to  their  problems  (Yalden  &  Yalden  1989). 

Various  studies  of  breeding  waders  have  been  carried  out  nationally  by  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB)  and  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO)  to 
provide  baseline  data  and  to  document  changes  in  populations,  whilst  individuals  or 
groups  of  fieldworkers  have  studied  the  distribution  and  breeding  performance  of  local 
populations  of  breeding  waders  (e.g.  Briggs  (1983,  1984)  in  Lancashire,  Galbraith  et  al. 
(1985)  and  Galbraith  (1988)  in  Scotland).  In  Wales  there  are  few  detailed  historical 
studies  of  waders.  Some  recent  surveys  have  been  carried  out  a  county  basis  (Peers 
1985,  Tyler  et  al.  1987,  Donovan  and  Rees  in  prep.,  Thomas  et  al.  in  prep.),  or  for  the 


*Scientific  names  are  given  under  species  headings  below. 
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national  BTO  Atlas  projects,  other  BTO  projects  and  the  BTO/RSPB  project  on  breeding 
waders  of  lowland  wet  grassland  in  1982-83  and  in  1989.  Other  recent  studies  in  Wales 
include  surveys  by  the  RSPB  and/or  the  old  Nature  Conservancy  Council  (NCC),  now 
the  Countryside  Council  for  Wales  (CCW)  of: 

1)  breeding  waders  on  the  Monmouth  Levels  in  1984  (Thomas  &  Llewellin  1984), 

2)  Lapwing  and  Curlew  in  Radnor  and  Montgomery  in  1987  and  1988  (McFadzean  & 
Tyler  1988), 

3)  Golden  Plovers  and  Dunlin  in  upland  Wales  during  the  1980s  (Thomas,  et  al.  1983, 
Thomas  &  Hack  1984)  and  in  both  1990  and  91  in  the  Elan  uplands  by  the  RSPB 
and  CCW  respectively, 

4)  Redshank  breeding  on  saltmarshes  in  1985  (Allport  et  al.  1985,  Cadbury  et  al. 
1986), 

5)  Redshank  breeding  throughout  Wales  in  1991  (Griffin  et  al,  in  prep.), 

6)  Little  Ringed  Plovers  and  other  river-breeding  waders  in  1991  (Tyler  1992), 

7)  various  surveys  of  the  Rivers  Wye,  Teifi  and  Severn  from  1976  to  1982  (RSPB 
1978a,  1978b,  1982,  1983,  1983b.  Round  &  Moss  1984),  and 

8)  general  surveys  of  specific  areas  of  Wales  since  the  mid  1970s  e.g.  Hiraethog  Moors 
(Bain  1987),  Trawsfynydd  (RSPB  1988),  Anglesey  and  Llyn  (Seddon  1988). 

This  paper  summarises  the  historical  data  and  describes  the  current  status  of  wader 
species  breeding  in  Wales.  It  does  not  cover  Dotterel  for  which  there  are  no  recent 
breeding  records,  not  Woodcock  ( Scolopax  rusticola )  which,  although  under-recorded, 
are  probably  widespread  and  frequent  in  woodland,  especially  young  conifer  plantations. 
All  waders  will  be  fully  covered  in  the  forthcoming  Birds  of  Wales  (Lovegrove  et  al.  in 
prep.).  I  hope  that  these  accounts  will  encourage  observers  to  submit  records  of  all 
breeding  waders  to  the  relevant  county  Recorders,  so  that  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the 
changes  in  status  of  each  species  can  be  built  up.  Old  vice-county  names  are  used 
wherever  possible  in  this  paper. 

SPECIES  ACCOUNTS 
OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus 

In  1969  Oystercatchers  bred  regularly  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Monmouth,  but 
were  scarce  in  Denbigh,  Ceredigion,  Pembroke  and  Glamorgan  (Hope  Jones  &  Davis 
1970);  Oystercatchers  had  in  fact  bred  on  Denny  Island  in  the  Severn  Estuary  (part  of 
Monmouth)  up  to  1899  (Ferns  et  al.  1977).  In  1971  a  pair  bred  on  the  Monmouth  coast, 
and  from  2-6,  possibly  up  to  15  pairs,  were  present  from  1977,  some  breeding  on  pasture 
or  arable  fields  inland  from  the  sea  wall  (Ferns  et  al.  1977,  Tyler  et  al.  1987,  Gwent  Bird 
Reports,  1988,  1990). 

Most  breeding  Oystercatchers  in  Wales  in  the  1970’s  however,  occurred  on  islands. 
Thus  Hope  Jones  &  Davis  (1971)  noted  c.120  pairs  on  Anglesey,  63  pairs  on  Bardsey, 
65  pairs  on  Skomer  and  47  pairs  on  Skokholm.  In  the  late  1980s  the  Oystercatcher  was 
described  as  a  scarce  breeding  resident  in  coastal  counties,  with  about  300  pairs  in 
Pembroke,  many  of  these  on  the  islands  (Welsh  Bird  Report,  1990). 

Some  Oystercatchers  do  now  breed  well  inland  in  Wales.  Davis  &  Hope  Jones 
(1970)  recorded  this  in  1969,  by  Trawsfynydd  in  Meirionnydd.  Jones  (1986)  however, 
noted  that  Oystercatchers  had  bred  at  this  site  since  1947;  in  1986  12  pairs  were  found 
by  this  man-made  lake  (RSPB  1988),  making  it  the  oldest  and  largest  inland  colony.  In 
1972  birds  also  summered  on  the  R.  Severn  near  Caersws  (Hope  Jones  &  Davis  1973), 
and  G.  A.  Williams  ( pers .  comm.)  found  a  nest  here  in  1974.  A  pair  behaving  as  though 
it  had  chicks  was  seen  on  the  Severn  near  Llandinam  in  1989  (Tyler,  unpubl.). 
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Elsewhere,  a  few  pairs  nested  a  little  way  upriver  on  the  Glaslyn  and  Mawddach 
(Gwynedd  Bird  Report,  1987),  and  in  1985  I.  Williams  (pers.  comm.)  found  a  nest  on  the 
Alwen,  close  to  its  confluence  with  the  Dee.  He  also  noted  a  pair  here  in  1986  and  1990. 
Then  in  1991  a  survey  of  Welsh  rivers  revealed  a  minimum  of  25  pairs  on  rivers  in  mid. 
west  and  north  Wales;  10  pairs  on  the  Dyfi,  up  to  10  pairs  on  the  Dee,  5-8  pairs  in  total 
on  the  Severn  and  Vymwy  and  a  pair  on  the  Dwyryd,  with  a  single  bird,  probably  only 
on  passage,  on  the  Wye  (Tyler  1992).  It  is  unlikely  that  breeding  was  a  new  phenomenon 
on  all  these  rivers,  the  absence  of  previous  records  reflecting  perhaps,  poor  observer 
coverage.  Further  data  would  be  clearly  useful  on  both  the  coastal  and  inland 
populations. 

BLACK-WINGED  STILT Himantopus  himantopus 

The  only  known  record  of  a  pair  in  Wales  was  in  the  1950s  (probably  between 
1952-54)  on  semi-flooded  pastures  on  Caldicot  Moor  in  Monmouth  (Gregory'  1990). 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius 

The  history  of  the  colonisation  of  Wales  by  this  species  was  summarised  by  Tyler 
(1991)  and  detailed  in  a  report  to  the  National  Rivers  Authority  (Tyler  1992).  Further 
research  of  the  literature  has  shown  that  birds  have  been  present  on  an  industrial  site  at 
Shotton  in  Flint  since  1970,  with  breeding  recorded  since  1972.  Parrinder  &  Parrinder 
(1975)  also  mentioned  three  other  sites  in  Flint  and  Denbighshire  between  1968  and 
1973,  at  least  one  of  these  being  a  gravel  pit.  The  first  record  of  a  pair  nesting  on  a 
Welsh  river  was  in  1974  when  G.  A.  Williams  photographed  a  nest.  This  was  soon 
followed  by  a  pair  on  the  Wye,  and  then  on  the  Tywi  and  Usk;  in  1984  pairs  were  found 
breeding  by  reservoirs  in  Monmouth  (Tyler  et  al.  1977)  and  in  the  mid  1970s  a  pair  bred 
by  Pendinas  Reservoir  in  Denbigh  (P.  Burton  per  I.  Williams).  A  grand  total  of  58  pairs 
were  found  in  1991  breeding  on  shoals  in  rivers  in  the  southern  half  of  Wales,  notably  on 
the  Tywi  by  J.  Friese  &  B.  Stewart,  and  a  further  3,  possibly  4  pairs  at  reservoirs  or 
industrial  sites  (Tyler  1992).  The  river  breeding  population  in  Wales  is  of  particular 
significance  because  elsewhere  in  Britain  the  Little  Ringed  Plover  is  almost  exclusively 
a  bird  of  gravel  pits  and  reservoirs.  On  the  Continent,  few  birds  now  breed  along  rivers 
because  of  straightening  of  channels,  shoal  removal  for  land  drainage,  hydro-electric 
schemes  and  other  activities.  It  is  therefore  important  to  safeguard  the  Welsh  breeding 
habitat  by  avoiding  releases  of  water  from  reservoirs,  gravel  extraction  or  land  drainage 
work  in  rivers  during  the  critical  months  of  May  to  July.  Further  monitoring  of  the  status 
of  the  Little  Ringed  Plover  population  in  Wales  would  be  valuable. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula 

Ringed  Plovers  bred  in  most  coastal  counties  in  Wales  in  the  1960s  except 
Monmouth,  but  Davis  &  Hope  Jones  (1970)  even  then  drew  attention  to  this  species 
suffering  from  increasing  disturbance.  By  1977  it  was  described  as  scarce  in  Denbigh. 
Ceredigion,  Pembroke  and  Glamorgan  (Hope  Jones  &  Davis  1978).  In  Monmouth,  it 
bred  at  Newport  Docks  from  1971-73  (Ferns  et  al.  1977),  whilst  a  pair  held  territory  at 
Uskmouth  and  another  pair  bred  by  a  reservoir  in  the  early  80' s  (Tyler  et  al.  1987).  Only 
in  Caernarfon  could  the  species  be  described  as  quite  common  in  the  70' s,  with  67  pairs 
recorded  in  1973  on  sand  and  shingle  beaches  and  on  cliff  top  heaths  on  the  Llyn 
peninsula  and  Bardsey;  some  40  pairs  were  also  found  in  this  year  on  Anglesey  (Prater 
1976).  Only  78  pairs  were  found  elsewhere  in  Wales  during  the  1973  national  survey. 
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The  1984  survey  actually  found  224  pairs  of  Ringed  Plovers  in  Wales,  a  21% 
increase  over  1973  (Prater  1989),  despite  concerns  over  a  decline  on  some  beaches 
heavily  used  for  recreation  (as  on  the  Gower  peninsula),  The  increase  may  however, 
have  been  partly  due  to  better  observer  coverage.  The  survey  did  show,  though,  that  the 
species  was  still  essentially  coastal  in  Wales,  and  very  scarce  in  the  south  west.  Apart 
from  the  occasional  pair  nesting  by  reservoirs  or  on  industrial  sites  in  south  Wales, 
inland  breeding  was  rare  and  unlike  in  northern  Britain,  Ringed  Plovers  in  the 
Principality  have  not  yet  been  found  nesting  along  rivers.  Further  information  on  the 
status  of  Ringed  Plovers  in  Wales  should  be  collected,  with  regular  monitoring  at  the 
most  important  sites. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria 

In  Wales  this  species  is  at  the  southern  edge  of  its  range  in  Britain,  and  does  not 
occur  at  the  densities  found  on  moors  in  northern  England  or  Scotland  (Ratcliffe  1976). 
It  is  most  fiequent  on  the  uplands  of  mid  and  north  Wales  although  a  few  pairs  breed  in 
south  Wales  in  the  Black  Mountains  or  on  the  Llangynidir/Llangattock  moors  on  the 
Monmouth/Brecon  border  (Ferns  et  al.  1977,  Tyler  et  al.  1987,  Peers  &  Shrubb  1990). 
Historical  data  are  few,  but  the  species  appears  to  have  been  scarce  by  the  mid  1970s 
(Hope  Jones  &  Davis  1978).  Certainly  it  has  decreased  in  numbers  since  the  19th 
century  in  Brecon  where  Phillips  (1899)  documented  it  as  breeding  on  the  Mynydd 
Eppynt  and  numerous  on  the  northern  hills.  Golden  Plovers  no  longer  breed  on  the 
Eppynt  and  cannot  be  described  as  numerous  on  the  hills  between  Abergwesyn  and  the 
Elan  Valley  (Peers  &  Shrubb  1990).  These  authors  suggest  the  decline  may  be  related  to 
the  cessation  of  keepering  and  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  Carrion  Crows  Corvus 
corone. 

The  ‘stronghold’  today  in  Wales  is  still  the  Elan  uplands,  the  Mynydd  Elenydd, 
where  there  were  an  estimated  60-80  pairs  in  1982  (Thomas  et  al.  1983),  and  46  in  1990 
(RSPB  1990).  In  1991,  CCW  using  different  methodology,  found  a  population  similar  to 
that  in  1990.  Thomas  &  Hack  (1984)  suggested  that  a  pair  of  Golden  Plovers  on  the  Elan 
uplands  had  an  occupied  territory  of  18ha,  but  overall  densities  in  suitable  terrain  were 
low  with  5-15  pairs/ lOOOha.  The  Berwyns  support  around  15  pairs  in  total  and  the 
Migneint  10  pairs  (CCW,  unpubi),  with  just  4-7  pairs  in  1984  and  1985  scattered  over 
the  part  of  the  Hiraethog  moors  above  400m  (Bain  1987).  A  once  important  stronghold, 
Llanbrynmair  Moor  in  Montgomery  was  lost  to  conifer  afforestation  during  the  1980s. 

In  1989  the  total  Welsh  population  of  Golden  Plovers  was  estimated  to  be  200-300 
pairs  (Welsh  Bird  Report,  1989)  but  two  years  later  Williams  (1991)  suggested  it  was  as 
low  as  120  pairs.  It  now  seems  unlikely  that  the  average  population  is  more  than  100 
pairs  (G.  A.  Williams,  in  lift.) 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus 

In  the  1960s  and  1970s  Lapwings  were  described  as  widespread  and  locally 
common  in  Wales,  with  for  example  a  colony  of  over  100  pairs  near  Castleton  on  the 
low-lying  coastal  levels  of  Monmouth  in  1969  (Davis  &  Hope  Jones  1970).  Even  in 
1977  Ferns  et  al.  recorded  the  species  as  being  a  resident  breeder  in  considerable 
numbers  in  Monmouth. 

Although  a  decline  became  evident  in  England  by  the  early  1980s,  it  was  thought 
that  birds  had  fared  better  in  Wales.  However,  the  RSPB  was  sufficiently  concerned  by 
1984  to  survey  wader  populations  on  the  Caldicot  &  Wentlooge  Levels  in  Monmouth 
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and  on  the  Hiraethog  Moors  in  Denbigh,  two  of  the  few  areas  in  Wales  where  Lapwing 
were  still  apparently  common.  Only  about  100  territories,  or  possible  territories,  were 
recorded  on  the  Levels,  two  thirds  of  which  w'ere  found  on  the  eastern  Caldicot  Levels  in 
five  main  areas  (Thomas  &  Llewellin  1984).  Only  32  territories  were  recorded  on  the 
whole  of  the  Wentlooge  Levels,  compared  with  100  pairs  near  Castleton  alone  15  years 
earlier.  The  Hiraethog  population  in  1984  and  1985  was  estimated  to  be  at  least  51-60 
pairs  (Bain  1987).  Over  70km-  (7000ha)  of  moorland  and  pastures  were  surveyed  on 
Hiraethog  during  this  period,  but  Lapwing  were  found  to  be  concentrated  in  the  valley 
bottoms  associated  with  the  mosaic  of  damp,  enclosed  pastures,  ploughed  land  and  damp 
coarse  grassland,  but  avoiding  dry  improved  pastures.  Densities  of  13-46  pairs/1  OOOha 
occurred  on  the  favoured  damp  enclosed  pastures. 

These  results  prompted  surveys  by  the  RSPB  in  Montgomery  and  Radnor 
(McFadzean  &  Tyler  1987),  and  on  the  Llyn  and  Anglesey  from  1986-88  (Seddon 
1988).  In  lowland  Montgomery,  about  half  the  old  county,  and  in  most  of  Radnor,  only 
245  pairs  were  recorded  at  an  overall  low  density  of  1.3  pairs/ 1  OOOha.  Pairs  occurred  at 
215  sites,  only  6%  of  sites  supporting  four  pairs  or  more.  Llyn  and  Anglesey  held  40  and 
c.390  pairs  respectively.  On  rough  pasture  at  Trawsfynydd,  Lapwing  in  1987  occurred  at 
the  comparatively  high  density  of  40  pairs/ 1  OOOha  (RSPB  1988). 

Most  county  or  vice-county  bird  reports  or  books  nowr  describe  the  Lapwing  as 
having  a  very  patchy  and  local  distribution  in  Wales,  with  very  few  colonies  of  more 
than  two  or  three  pairs.  For  example,  Thomas  et  al.  (in  prep.)  estimated  a  population  of 
only  50-60  pairs  in  West  Glamorgan;  they  noted  that  densities  were  low  with  only  1-2 
pairs  per  tetrad  (2.5-5  prs/1  OOOha),  and  that  apart  from  small  concentrations  on  Margam 
Moors  and  on  low-lying  land  in  the  Neath  and  Tawe  valleys.  Lapwings  were  scarce.  In 
Pembroke  Lapwing  breed  in  only  6%  of  around  470  tetrads  (in  prep.).  The  Lapwing 
population  around  the  RSPB  reserve  at  Lake  Vymwy  in  Montgomery  declined  from  16 
pairs  in  1977  to  2  pairs  in  1991  (I.  Williams,  pers.  comm.).  Peers  &  Shrubb  (1990) 
mention  that  it  is  now  an  uncommon  and  declining  bird  in  Brecon,  although  it  appears  to 
have  been  declining  there  since  the  1920s.  In  the  north  of  Brecon,  Peers  (1985)  found  57 
pairs  in  1982  but  only  25  in  1986;  he  attributed  this  local  decline  to  a  series  of  bad 
winters  and  to  agricultural  improvements.  Shrubb  (1988)  estimated  a  population  of  630 
pairs  in  Brecon  in  1987  (3  pairs/lOOOha)  but  later  noted  that  this  was  an  over-estimate. 
Results  of  field  work  in  Brecon  for  the  BTO  Atlas  between  1988-90  suggested  there 
were  then  only  about  220  pairs. 

The  1987  BTO  Lapwing  survey  in  a  sample  of  Welsh  tetrads  revealed  181  pairs  in 
148  tetrads  giving  an  estimated  total  population  of  around  7500  pairs  in  the  Principality 
(Shrubb  &  Lack  1991).  Differences  in  densities  in  different  parts  of  Wales  were 
apparent,  with  birds  particularly  scarce  in  west  Wales  with  only  0.8  pairs/ 1  OOOha,  and 
most  numerous  in  the  south  (Gwent,  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan)  where  there  were  7.5 
pairs/ 1  OOOha  and  on  Anglesey^and  in  Flint  and  Denbigh  with  5-7  pairs/ 1  OOOha.  Radnor, 
Brecon  and  Montgomery  had  only  1.8-4. 7  pairs/1  OOOha.  The  lowland  wet  grassland 
surveys  in  1982  and  again  in  1989  showed  an  overall  decline  of  54%  in  Wales  and 
south-west  England  during  the  seven  years  (O'Brien  1990).  Most  authors  accept  that 
changes  in  agricultural  practices  have  brought  about  the  Lapwing’s  demise  (e.g.  Shrubb 
1990)  Whilst  arable  land  is  not  a  major  habitat  for  this  species  in  Wales,  it  was  important 
in  parts  of  south  Wales.  Here  the  switch  from  spring-sown  to  autumn-sown  cereals  has 
meant  that  vegetation  is  too  tall  in  the  early  spring  to  be  suitable  for  Lapwings. 
Elsewhere  the  change  from  cattle  to  sheep  and  the  huge  increase  in  sheep  numbers  and 
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stocking  densities  over  the  last  two  decades,  has  created  uniform  closely  cropped  and 
well-drained  rye-grass  swards.  These  swards  are  not  favoured  for  breeding,  nests  being 
very  conspicuous  and  also  subject  to  heavy  losses  from  trampling  by  stock  as  well  as 
from  predation.  Moreover,  the  damp  hollows  and  wet  pastures  to  which  Lapwings  take 
chicks  for  feeding,  have  gradually  been  lost  to  drainage,  infilling  with  waste  or  even  to 
tree-planting. 

The  densities  recorded  in  Wales  over  the  last  decade  are  extremely  low  compared 
with  those  quoted  by  O’Connor  &  Shrubb  (1986),  Partridge  (1988)  or  Smith  (1983).  The 
estimate  by  Shrubb  &  Lack  (1991)  of  a  possible  Welsh  population  of  7448  pairs,  based 
on  counts  in  a  sample  of  tetrads  in  1987,  may  be  rather  high  given  the  results  noted 
above  from  ‘good’  Lapwing  areas  and  from  some  (vice)  counties,  and  given  the 
continued  decline. 

DUNLIN  Calidris  alpina 

Hope  Jones  &  Davis  (1978)  described  the  Dunlin  as  a  scarce  breeder  in  Ceredigion, 
Radnor  and  Brecon,  and  probably  in  Denbigh  and  Meirionnydd.  This  is  true  today 
although  an  occasional  pair  also  breeds  in  Monmouth  (Tyler  et  al.  1987).  It  has  a  rather 
similar  distribution  to  the  Golden  Plover  with  a  ‘stronghold’  in  the  Elan  uplands,  and  a 
few  pairs  in  north  Wales,  as  on  the  Berwyn  and  Migneint  (CCW,  unpubl.),  and 
Hiraethog  Moors  (Bain  1987).  There  is  little  evidence  of  any  substantial  decline  but 
none  breed  at  a  former  site  on  Aberedw  Hill  (Peers  1985). 

Surveys  on  Mynydd  Elenydd  in  1982  and  again  in  1990  revealed  41  and  28  pairs 
respectively  (Thomas  et  al  1983,  RSPB  1990),  although  the  population  estimate  in  1982 
and  1983  had  been  60-80  pairs,  birds  being  concentrated  in  two  main  areas.  The  mean 
territory  size  of  a  pair  of  Dunlin  was  4.8ha  (Thomas  &  Hack  1984).  The  CCW  found 
about  40  pairs  on  the  Elenydd  in  the  spring  of  1991,  which  was  wetter  than  the  previous 
year.  The  total  Welsh  population  was  estimated  to  be  fewer  than  100  pairs  in  1989 
(Welsh  Bird  Report,  1989),  whilst  G.  A.  Williams  (in  litt.)  suggests  it  is  50-70  pairs. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago 

In  Wales  breeding  occurs  in  two  main  habitats,  on  upland  bogs  and  lowland  wet, 
cattle-grazed  and  tussocky  pastures.  It  is  the  latter  habitat  which  has  particularly  been 
much  reduced  through  land  drainage  and  agricultural  improvements,  and  where  Snipe 
are  now  very  scarce.  Observer  coverage  of  upland  habitat  is  often  poor,  and  Snipe  are 
difficult  to  census  except  at  dawn,  so  the  size  and  trends  of  the  Snipe  population  on 
moorland  bogs  in  Wales  are  unknown  (Marchant  et  al.  1990);  afforestation  and 
agricultural  improvements  of  moorland  cannot  have  helped  this  species. 

Snipe  were  widespread  breeders  in  probably  all  counties  of  Wales  in  the  1970s 
(Sharrock  1976,  Hope  Jones  &  Davis  1978)  with  no  evidence  of  any  marked  change  in 
status.  At  93  lowland  wet  grassland  sites  in  Wales,  Smith  (1983)  however,  recorded  only 
23  pairs  of  Snipe  in  1982.  Seven  years  later  a  sample  survey  suggested  a  60%  decline 
(O’Brien  1990).  Records  of  breeding  Snipe  from  Welsh  counties  are  few  but  the 
following  indicate  how  local  the  species  has  become.  Thus  in  Monmouth  in  the  early  80s 
only  about  6  pairs  were  recorded  at  lowland  sites  out  of  a  total  county  population  of 
fewer  than  50  pairs  (Tyler  et  al.  1987)  During  a  survey  of  the  Teifi  in  1982,  7  Snipe 
territories  were  located  through  the  Tregarron  Bog  area  with  a  further  3  on  the  upper 
Mwyro  (RSPB  1982).  In  Brecon,  Peers  &  Shrubb  (1991)  noted  that  the  uplands  of 
Mynydd  Eppynt,  with  12-15  pairs  of  Snipe  in  1990,  was  the  most  important  site  for  this 
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species.  Elsewhere  in  Brecon  and  Radnor,  Snipe  have  become  uncommon  away  from  a 
few  favoured  locations  such  as  the  Maelienydd,  Penybont  Common  and  Rhosgoch 
(Peers  1985).  Thomas  et  al.  (in  prep.)  put  the  West  Glamorgan  breeding  population  at 
only  15-20  pairs,  most  being  at  Crymlyn  Bog  and  in  the  lower  Neath  and  Tawe  Valley, 
but  they  do  note  that  Snipe  were  possibly  under-recorded  in  upland  areas  in  the  north 
and  east.  In  Pembrokeshire  Donovan  &  Rees  (in  prep.)  found  Snipe  in  only  9  out  of 
about  470  tetrads. 

Further  north,  recent  records  are  few  but  Bain  (1987)  recorded  14-21  pairs  on  the 
Hiraethog  moors  in  1984  and  1985  in  both  upland  damp  coarse  grassland  and  in  the 
damp  pastures  in  the  valley  bottom.  Seddon  (1988)  reported  33  pairs  on  the  Llyn  and  24 
on  Anglesey,  whilst  an  estimated  18  pairs  were  recorded  on  bog  at  Trawsfynydd,  a 
density  of  20  pairs/lOOOha  (RSPB  1988).  This  latter  site  appears  to  be  of  regional 
importance  for  its  breeding  Snipe  (and  Curlew).  Although  the  British  population  has 
been  estimated  as  30,000  pairs  (Reed  1985),  it  is  unlikely  that  the  Welsh  population  is 
greater  than  1000-2000  pairs  and  is  probably  much  lower. 

CURLEW Numenius  arquata 

In  Wales,  Curlew  were  once  birds  only  of  upland  bogs  and  moors  but  between  the 
1940s  and  70s  expanded  onto  lowland  pastures  and  hay  meadows.  For  example,  in  south 
Wales,  Ferns  et  al.  (1977)  recorded  Curlews  as  local  breeders  in  Monmouth,  being 
widespread  only  on  the  upland  moors  in  the  north  and  west  but  ten  years  later  most  pairs 
were  found  in  the  valleys  of  central  and  eastern  Gwent  (Tyler  et  al.  1987).  More  recently 
agricultural  intensification,  notably  a  switch  from  late  hay  cuts  to  earlier  silage  cuts,  is 
believed  to  have  caused  a  decline  or  poor  breeding  performance  on  these  lowland 
habitats  (Welsh  Bird  Report,  1989).  The  lowland  wet  grassland  surveys  suggested  a  13% 
decline  between  1982  and  1989  (O'Brien  1990).  Smith  (1983)  found  only  79  pafis  of 
Curlew  on  the  93  Welsh  wet  grassland  sites  that  were  surveyed,  but  this  gives  a 
misleading  picture  of  their  status  because  birds  will  nest  in  cereal  fields  or  silage 
pastuies  not  covered  by  the  sites.. 

Hope  Jones  &  Davis  (1971,  1978)  and  Davies  &  Hope  Jones  (1970)  described  the 
Curlew  as  a  widespread  and  fairly  common  breeder,  but  local  in  Glamorgan  and 
Monmouth  and  declining  in  Brecon.  On  the  Migneint  and  Moelwyn  on  the 
Denbigh/Meirionnydd  borders  they  found  54  pairs  in  209  sq.  km  (2.6  pairs/ lOOOha). 
Bain  (1987)  found  a  minimum  of  49-61  pairs  on  the  Hiraethog  moors  in  1984  and  1985, 
birds  breeding  in  both  upland  grassland  and  in  the  valley  bottom  where  on  the  most 
favoured  damp  pastures  there  was  a  maximum  density  of  16  pairs/ lOOOha.  Bog  and 
rough  pasture  at  Trawsfynydd  supported  an  estimated  28  pairs  in  1987,  a  density  of 
50  pairs/ lOOOha  on  bog  and  80  pairs/ lOOOha  on  the  pasture.  On  the  Flyn  and  Anglesey 
relatively  high  numbers,  187  and  419  pairs,  were  recorded  in  the  late  80’ s  (Seddon 
1988).  This  contrasts  with  the  situation  in  Pembroke  in  this  period  when  Curlew  were 
recorded  in  just  12  tetrads  (Donovan  &  Rees,  in  prep.).  In  West  Glamorgan,  Thomas  et 
al.  (in  prep.)  believed  about  50  pairs  bred  on  the  quieter  Gower  commons  and  on  rough 
pastures  in  upland  areas.  He  noted  that  there  had  been  no  significant  decline  on  Gower 
since  the  1950s,  but  large-scale  afforestation  had  caused  a  decrease  in  the  uplands. 

In  Brecon  the  uplands  of  Mynydd  Eppynt  supported  14  pairs  in  1990  (Welsh  Bird 
Report,  1990),  with  Curlew  fairly  common  in  rough  grassland  and  wet  pastures  of  the 
valleys  and  foothills  of  both  Brecon  and  Radnor  (Peers  1985).  Some  of  these  lowland 
damp  pasture  sites  have  since  been  lost  to  conifer  afforestation.  Peers  (1985)  found  60 
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pairs  in  Radnor  in  1981;  in  1987  the  RSPB  survey  located  71  pairs,  with  a  further  176 
pairs  in  lowland  areas  of  Montgomery  -  an  overall  density  of  1.3  pairs/ lOOOha  over 
1950km2  (McFadzean  &  Tyler  1987). 

REDSHANK  Tringa  to  tan  us 

The  British  breeding  population  of  Redshanks,  estimated  as  30,000  pairs  (Reed 
1985),  is  18%  of  the  European  population,  and  as  it  is  declining,  the  Redshank  is 
included  by  Batten  et  al.  (1990)  as  a  Red  Data  species.  Throughout  Britain  it  breeds 
mainly  at  coastal  sites,  and  is  spread  very  thinly  inland  other  than  at  a  few  sites  such  as 
the  Ouse  Washes  and  Derwent  Ings  (Smith  1983).  It  also  has  a  mainly  easterly 
distribution  so  not  surprisingly,  its  Welsh  population  is  relatively  small.  Davis  &  Hope 
Jones  (1970)  described  it  as  a  local  coastal  breeder  in  Wales,  fairly  common  in  the  north 
west.  These  authors  in  1972  noted  some  inland  breeding  pairs  in  Denbigh,  Caernarvon, 
Meirionnydd,  Ceredigion  and  probably  Montgomery.  They  did  not  mention  Monmouth 
although  pairs  did  breed  inland  there  (Ferns  et  al.  1977).  The  Redshank  appears  to  have 
become  more  common  inland  in  some  parts  of  Wales  during  this  century,  but  during  the 
last  two  or  three  decades  has  undoubtedly  declined  again  due  mainly  to  land  drainage 
and  agricultural  improvement. 

A  survey  of  Redshank  on  saltmarshes  in  Britain  in  1985  included  13  sites  in  south 
and  west  Wales  covering  678ha  from  the  Severn  Estuary  to  the  Gwendraeth  and  also 
Ynyshir  on  the  Dyfi.  Compared  with  saltmarshes  in  East  Anglia  and  northern  Britain, 
densities  were  very  low  in  south  Wales  although  Ynyshir  figured  reasonably  well.  Some 
33-36  pairs  were  located  along  the  Severn  Estuary,  the  majority  at  Peterstone 
Wentlooge;  other  concentrations  occurred  at  Lamby,  Pengam  Moors  (7-8  pairs),  in  the 
Upper  Loughor  (15-16),  Whiteford  (8-9),  Trostre  near  Llanelli  (11)  and  Pembrey  (7), 
with  1 1  pairs  recorded  at  Ynyshir  (Cadbury  et  al.  1987).  Other  important  saltmarsh  sites 
occur  on  the  Dee  (C.  Wells,  pers.  comm.)  and  in  the  Mawddach  (R.  Thorpe,  pers. 
comm)',  8  pairs  bred  at  the  latter  site  in  1987  (Gwynedd  Report,  1987). 

The  BTO/RSPB  survey  of  waders  of  lowland  wet  grasslands  in  1982-83  revealed  53 
pairs  of  Redshank  on  those  sites  surveyed  in  Wales,  31  pairs  in  Gwent  (mainly  on  the 
Levels),  10  in  Powys  with  6  or  fewer  pairs  in  each  of  Gwynedd,  the  Glamorgans  and 
Dyfed  (Smith  1983).  Bain  (1987)  found  5-6  pairs  on  Hiraethog  in  Denbigh,  Clwyd  in 
1984  and  1985,  birds  only  occurring  in  very  wet  coarse  grassland  in  the  valley  bottoms 
(below  350m).  None  were  found  on  the  Llyn  in  1986  but  at  least  21  pairs  bred  on 
Anglesey  that  year  (Seddon  1988).  In  1984  there  were  29  pairs  on  both  the  saltmarshes 
and  inland  pastures  of  the  Gwent  Levels  (Thomas  &  Llewellin  1984).  A  maximum  of 
40-50  pairs  occurred  in  the  whole  of  the  county  during  the  Gwent  Atlas  years  from 
1981-85  (Tyler  et  al.  1987),  breeding  mainly  on  the  saltmarshes  and  damp  pastures  of 
the  Levels,  and  a  few  inland  wet  pastures  and  upland  bogs.  By  1991  the  population  in 
this  county  had  apparently  dropped  to  only  18-20  pairs,  the  majority  being  on  the  Levels 
(Griffin  et  al.  1992). 

Other  authors  report  a  similar  picture.  Thus  in  West  Glamorgan  in  the  80s, 
Redshanks  bred  in  small  concentrations  only  in  north  Gower  and  to  a  lesser  extent  at 
Crymlyn  Bog  and  Margam  Moors,  the  few  remaining  wetlands  (Thomas  et  al.  in  prep). 
There  were  8-10  pairs  breeding  in  Brecon  in  the  1970s,  but  only  3-5  in  a  good  year  in  the 
80s;  in  1990  Redshank  bred  at  only  one  site  in  Brecon  (Peers  &  Shrubb  1990).  In  Radnor 
Peers  (1985,  pers.  comm.)  found  8  pairs  in  1981,  4  in  1985  and  only  2-3  pairs  holding 
territory  in  1991.  No  Redshank  breed  in  Pembrokeshire  (Donovan  &  Rees,  in  prep.). 
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An  RSPB  survey  throughout  the  entire  Principality  in  1991  revealed  only  20  pairs  (8 
proven  breeding)  at  inland  sites,  with  156-163  at  coastal  sites,  the  major  concentration  of 
55  pairs  being  on  saltmarsh  on  the  Dee  estuary  (Williams  &  Griffin,  in  prep.).  The  Welsh 
population  is  very  much  lower  than  the  3000  pairs  found  by  Galbraith  et  al.  (1985)  on 
farmland  in  Scotland,  or  the  550  pairs  recorded  by  Partridge  (1988)  in  Northern  Ireland. 
Clearly  this  species  is  now  very  scarce  in  Wales;  undoubtedly  the  explanation  for  its 
decline  at  inland  sites  in  loss  of  wetland  sites  but  also  in  changes  in  the  stocking  regime. 
Rough  wet  cattle-grazed  pastures  have  been  replaced  with  close-cropped,  well-drained 
green  swards  grazed  by  large  numbers  of  sheep.  Green  &  Cadbury  (1987)  drew  attention 
to  the  needs  of  Redshank  for  cattle-grazed  pastures,  with  a  grazing  regime  that  permits 
some  taller  and  tussocky  vegetation,  and  for  water  tables  to  be  maintained  20-30cm 
below  the  surface  during  the  breeding  season.  Such  conditions  are  now  hard  to  find  in 
Wales  but  if  Redshank  are  to  continue  to  breed,  every  effort  must  be  made  to  safeguard 
and  better  manage  the  few  remaining  breeding  sites  and  to  create  new  ones.  Loss  of 
saltmarsh  along  the  Severn  Estuary  is  also  a  cause  for  concern.  During  this  century, 
erosion  has  resulted  in  the  almost  complete  disappearance  of  the  salting  in  some  places. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucus 

Hope  Jones  &  Davies  (1978)  noted  that  the  Common  Sandpiper  was  widespread 
and  common  in  Wales  except  in  Pembroke.  Because  of  its  need  for  river  shoals  or  bare 
stony  lake/reservoir  edges,  it  necessarily  has  a  restricted  distribution  but  on  rivers  with 
extensive  shoals,  it  may  occur  at  densities  of  1-2  pairs  per  kilometre.  Thus  J.  Friese  and 
B.  Stewart  (pers .  comm.)  found  58  pairs  on  56km  of  the  Afon  Tywi  in  1991. 

In  Monmouth,  Common  Sandpipers  breed  mainly  on  the  Usk  and  Monnow,  with  a 
total  county  population  of  fewer  than  100  pairs  (Tyler  et  al.  1987).  In  Brecon  and 
Radnor  they  breed  on  the  Usk,  as  well  as  on  the  Wye  and  its  tributaries,  with  an 
estimated  100-120  pairs  in  Brecon  (Peers  1985,  Peers  &  Shrubb  1990).  Few  other 
county/vice-county  population  estimates  exist,  but  river  survey  work  carried  out  by 
RSPB  in  1991  suggest  that  densities  are  higher  on  rivers  in  south  and  mid  Wales  (Usk, 
Wye,  Tywi,  Severn  and  Vymwy)  compared  with  the  Dee  in  the  north.  This  is  thought  to 
reflect  availability  and  suitability  of  shoals  rather  than  any  geographical  preferences 
(Tyler  1992). 

Some  data  exists  on  mean  densities  on  different  Welsh  rivers.  For  example,  means 
of  2.77  (range  0-10),  3.0  (0-8)  and  4.86  (0-16)  pairs  per  10km  were  found  on  the  Severn, 
Vymwy  and  Wye  in  1977  and  1978  (Round  &  Moss  1984),  distribution  correlating  with 
shoals.  Total  numbers  of  territories  were  respectively  36,  16  and  107.  Peers  &  Shrubb 
(1990)  also  provided  some  counts  on  selected  stretches  of  river.  Common  Sandpipers 
breed  by  Welsh  reservoirs  such  as  on  Hiraethog  and  at  Trawsfynydd.  Here  Bain  (1987) 
found  19  pairs  around  14km  of  shoreline.  At  Llyn  Conwy  on  the  Migneint,  I.  Williams 
( pers .  comm.)  found  8  pairs  in  4km  around  the  lake. 

Although  Peers  &  Shrubb  (1990)  referred  to  a  decline  in  the  1950s  in  Brecon,  data 
are  too  few  to  show  any  changes  in  status  in  Wales  over  recent  decades.  Moreover,  there 
is  no  reason  to  suggest  this  species  is  in  any  danger  except  locally  from  river  works 
during  the  breeding  season,  or  from  trampling  or  disturbance.  Marchant  et  al.  (1990) 
found  that  populations  were  generally  stable  in  Britain,  although  some  local  populations 
had  declined  due  to  human  disturbance  and  other  human  pressures.  Thus  in  Devon, 
Common  Sandpipers  were  common  on  Dartmoor  in  the  1930s,  but  the  species  has  now 
virtually  disappeared  (Sitters  1988). 
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CONCLUSION 

Of  those  species  of  wader  breeding  in  Wales,  perhaps  only  Common  Sandpipers  are 
holding  their  own,  and  only  Little  Ringed  Plovers  (and  perhaps  Woodcock)  actually 
enjoying  an  increase.  Other  species  appear  to  be  at  risk  either  from  land  use  changes  or 
recreation  pressures,  with  eggs  and  chicks  of  remnant  populations  vulnerable  to  crow 
and  fox  predation.  It  is  sobering  to  look  at  sites  identified  by  Smith  (1983)  as  of 
divisional  or  regional  importance  in  Wales  for  their  breeding  waders  in  1982  and  1983. 
Areas  of  divisional  importance  had  to  hold  10  pairs  of  Lapwing,  2  pairs  of  Snipe,  2  pairs 
of  Curlews  and/or  1  pair  of  Redshank,  with  those  of  regional  importance  holding  30  or 
more  pairs  of  Lapwing,  4,  6  and/or  3  pairs  respectively  of  Snipe,  Curlew  and  Redshank. 
Eleven  sites  qualified  as  of  regional  importance  with  a  further  25  of  divisional 
importance  in  the  area  covered  by  the  former  Welsh  Water  Authority;  i.e.  excluding  the 
Severn  catchment).  In  Severn  Trent  Water  Authority’s  area  within  Wales  there  was  just 
one  site  of  more  than  local  or  divisional  importance.  This  was  at  the  Gaer,  an  area  of 
grassland  between  the  Camlad  and  Rhiw  confluences  of  the  River  Severn.  Many  of  the 
areas  identified  as  of  importance  to  breeding  waders,  using  the  above  criteria,  would  now 
have  to  be  downgraded  to  at  best,  only  local  importance  because  their  wader  populations 
have  declined  so  much  or  been  lost.  In  reality,  sites  with  even  one  pair  of  Snipe  or 
Redshank  are  now,  in  view  of  the  species’  overall  decline,  of  importance  in  a  Welsh 
context,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  safeguard  them  either  through  their 
designation  as  Sites  of  Special  Scientific  Interests  (SSSIs)  or  as  nature  reserves  managed 
by  bodies  such  as  the  County  Wildlife  Trusts  or  the  RSPB. 

One  ray  of  hope  is  the  introduction  of  agricultural  schemes  such  as  the 
Environmentally  Sensitive  Area  Scheme  and  the  Countryside  Council  for  Wales’  Tir 
Cymen  or  Farm  Stewardship  Scheme,  through  which  farmers  receive  payments  to 
maintain  or  even  enhance  areas  of  conservation  importance.  Fortunately,  given  the  will, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  create  wetlands  which  are  soon  used  by  Lapwing,  Redshank  and 
Snipe.  Excellent  examples  of  such  recently  created  wetlands  can  be  seen  on  the  RSPB’s 
Inner  Marsh  Farm  reserve  close  to  the  Dee  Estuary  or  at  the  Wildfowl  and  Wetland 
Trust’s  Penclacwydd  reserve  near  Llanelli  in  Carmarthen.  There  are  many  sites  in  Wales 
which  once  flooded  regularly  in  the  winter  and  remained  damp  in  the  spring,  so 
attracting  wintering  waterfowl,  and  breeding  waders.  Some  areas  which  come  to  mind 
and  which  could  again  with  appropriate  management  (see  Green  &  Cadbury  1987), 
support  important  wader  populations  (and  provide  other  wetland  habitats  such  as  reed- 
beds)  include  Malltraeth  Marsh  on  Anglesey,  the  Mawddach  valley  in  Meirionnydd,  the 
Clwyd  valley,  parts  of  the  Caldicot  and  Wentlooge  Levels  in  south  Wales,  the  Gaer  in 
the  Severn  valley  in  Montgomery  and  the  Severn/Vyrnwy  confluence  area  on  the 
Montgomery/Shropshire  border. 
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NOTES 


APPARENT  DISTRACTION  DISPLAY  BY  NESTING  PEREGRINE 

In  1990  a  pair  of  Peregrines  Falco  peregritms  bred  on  an  insignificant  rock  on 
Mynydd  Eppynt,  the  nest  being  in  a  V-shaped  notch.  I  first  noticed  the  nest  on  May  25th. 
The  male  was  sitting  nearby  and  the  female  was  on  the  nest.  On  my  stepping  over  a 
fence  and  walking  towards  the  site  she  got  off  the  nest  and  started  wailing  and  flopping 
around  downhill  below  the  site  on  rocks  and  on  the  ground,  with  her  wings  spread  and 
flapping  vainly  and  tail  expanded,  behaving  as  though  injured,  trying  to  take  off  and 
unable  to  fly.  This  behaviour  looking  strikingly  like  the  sort  of  distraction  display  one 
sees  in  game-birds  and  the  wailing  call  note  was  quite  unlike  that  I  am  accustomed  to 
hear  from  female  Peregrines. 

I  did  not  see  the  finish  of  this  extraordinary  performance  as  I  was  interrupted  by  the 
military.  However,  subsequent  visits  showed  there  to  be  nothing  wrong  with  this  bird 
and  2  young  flew  from  the  nest  on  July  2nd.  The  timing  suggests  that  this  clutch  was 
either  hatching  or  had  just  hatched  on  my  first  visit.  I  have  found  no  other  record 
suggesting  that  Peregrines  ever  perform  distraction  displays  at  the  nest,  which  this 
appeared  to  be. 

Michael  Shrubb 


POLYGAMY  IN  THE  DIPPER 

Polygamy  has  been  recorded  periodically  in  the  Dipper  ( Cinclus  cinclus )  (Hewson, 
1967;  Galbraith,  1979),  although  monogamy  is  more  typical  of  Welsh  birds  (Ormerod  et 
al,  1986).  Nevertheless  males  have  been  recorded  with  up  to  3  females  in  central  Wales 
(S.  J.  Tyler  pers.  comm.)  and  in  1991  I  found  an  exceptional  case  involving  4  females  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Grwyne  Fechan  in  the  Black  Mountains,  Powys. 

The  4  sites  are  termed  A  to  D  with  increasing  altitude:  B  was  1.8km  upstream  of  A, 
C  1.6km  upstream  of  B  and  D  (the  last  territory  on  the  river  system)  0.6km  upstream  of 
C.  The  single  male  was  caught  at  A,  C  and  D  but,  despite  several  attempts,  no  male  was 
caught  (or  even  seen)  at  B.  The  male’s  movements  (established  by  piecing  together 
when  he  was  caught  and  when  he  would  have  accompanied  the  females  during  laying) 
would  have  been  as  follows: 

Mar.  16th-20th  with  female  laying  Site  A. 

Mar.  26th-29th  with  female  laying  Site  C. 

Mar.  29th- Apr.  2nd  with  female  laying  Site  B. 

Apr.  21st  feeding  young  (age  16  days)  Site  A. 

Apr.  27th  feeding  young  (age  13  days)  Site  C. 

Apr.  27th-May  1st  with  female  laying  Site  D. 

May  1 5th— 1 8th  with  female  laying  2nd  Clutch  Site  C. 

May  28th  feeding  young  (age  1 1  days)  Site  D. 

A  total  of  21  young  fledged  from  23  eggs  layed.  Ine  timing  of  nesting  at  Sites  A 
and  B  would  normally  have  allowed  2  broods  to  be  raised,  but  second  nesting  attempts 
did  not  occur.  Usually  the  male  cares  for  the  fledglings,  allowing  females  to  incubate  a 
second  clutch.  But,  in  these  cases,  the  male  was  presumably  occupied  elsewhere,  leaving 
the  females  to  care  for  the  fledglings. 

The  summers  of  1989  and  1990  had  been  drier  than  usual,  causing  higher  first  year 
mortality  amongst  Dippers,  with  males  more  adversely  affected  than  females.  When  the 
sex  ratio  alters  from  the  normal  near  unity  (Ormerod  et  al  1986)  to  give  a  surplus  of 
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females,  the  Dipper’s  breeding  strategy  can  be  quickly  adapted  to  take  advantage  of  the 
situation. 

Acknowledgement.  I  thank  Dr  S.  J.  Tyler  for  helpful  comments  during  the  preparation  of 
this  note. 
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